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A Tate of Horror ! which but to hear it told, 
Shall freeze tlie youngest blood to ageil cold ^ 
Appal the soul, like to the Author^s when 
He pausM, and fearM the daring of his pen. 
In dim^st attire Mystery leads the song. 
Inventive Arts protract the issue i>mg 
Hatred, bias hemy, and the vifer iove, 
Gleamless oi virtue, are de act above. 
Youths of Passion! forth ! denounce my page ! 
For dear reveali g all your passions* rage ! 
But ye of gentler souls ! tome plaudings ventj 
For justly dooming Passion*s punishment* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Truth is the Divine Presence within \fan. 

The Sun of our SouJ, the Eye of our Mind ; 

It dazzleth Kings, out-toogueth thdr Clangs, 

Maketh age youtbly, and is the mightiest fiandard ia an host 

Spotless garb ! vbo hate thee do all possess. 

The Cherubim of Light wear none other dress ! 

Falsehood, Siu^s abortion, Hell** nursling. 

Death of man's mind, darkneM of his day, 

Giveth venom to words, diggetb pits unknown. 

Mining men worse brutes for betag none. 

Not ail the Winds that oft hate plagu'd the Souths 

E'er bltw sucb Pestilence as the Liar's Mouth ! 

Long after Julian had quitted him, the 
bewildered Cavalier, stood drawing 
circles on the floor with the point 
of his sword; his eyes, void of spe« 
culation, and every lineament relaxed, 
to the vacancy of idiotiim: a torrent 
of reflective bitterness so inapetuously, 
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rushing upon his disturbed brain, that 
he was insensible to their approach, till 
arrested on each arm by two men, who 
plucked the remaining two torches front 
their rude sockets, and drew him, unre- 
sisting from incapacity, along between 
them. They went the exact way by 
• which he had entered with Claudio in 
this melancholy condition, till they were 
jcome to the gallery : there the gatliering 
breezes of air^ which gushed through 
the fissures in the wall> affected him^ 
and gasping hysterkaSy, hi» throat 
became relieved from the frightful sen- 
sation of choking, 22h1 he recovered to 
the kno^le4ge of past horrors. 

As they trod down the gallery on its 
unprotected brink, he, with cold shud« 
dcrs, cojnsidered the counttnafices of Vs 
companions ; on whose harsh and rug*- 
ged featurci the wliui-blawn torchea 
flashed smoky gleaims, that dressed 
them to hts imtgination ia every ex- 
pKEnm of the viUany which unrdent* 
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ing hirdings cotikJ realize; and he 
tiHDQghc to prove them apt instru- 
nfients to impel him headlong from the 
height, did the yet uncalmcd suspicion^ 
or malice of JuKan, so great a sacrifice 
require for its hereafter quiet. 

In his misdoubt of their intentions 
towards himself, the Cavalier, happily, 
much injured his conductors ; thouo;h, 
probably, Kttle, if at all, in his csthnation 
of thrir actual characters. However, they 
left the part so fetal in his eyes without 
offer of harm ; and being descended into 
the ample area, his mind shook off the 
horror of impen<£ng violence, and re- 
sumed its powers, conceptive and medi- 
tative, to which remembrance, with the ' 
retrospect of a short but eventful hour, 
provided full, thou^ bitter, nourish* 
ment. Within the circle of this hour^i 
for more of time had scarce gone by, 
srnee, beguiled by deceit and base im- 
posture, he had been dravnii from the 
archway, beneath whicJi he was now re- 

B 2 



4 THE THREE BROTHERS. • 

turning ; within that hour his weakness, 
fooled by another's craft, had forfeited 
the charter of manhood, which is free 
as the immaterial blast, to blow assist- 
ance and retribution on the oppress- 
ed and oppressor : nay (strictly examin-^ 
ing hiS; behaviour), he had made him- 
self, a pafty in guilt, by swearing its 
ever unrevealed confinement within that 
breast, which honour and every grate- 
ful tie should have incited to the most 
active stir for its impeachment and con- 
viction. He was diminished in his own 
eyes, which impartially beheld him de- 
rogated into servitude; and his heart so 
fiercely ^ote hina with compunction 
^QT ita consequence, that he wished the 
interview could again be acted, which 
thus. filled him with shame and sorrow. 
But this was impossible; equally so was 
all attempt to reconcile his unbiassed 
reason. to this baseness; therefore, he at- 
tempted to diyert his mind by reverting 
to the local variety which he was on the 
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point of leaving : a vast disjointed por- 
tal, bereft of its gate, which long here- 
tofore was crumWcd into dust, project- 
ed into the heath, which was dark ancl 
comfortless as before ; save that the va- 
|Jour less damply hiing, being somewhat 
ruffled by the rising gale. 

Claudio now perceived himself to l)c 
on the side the reverse to that which 
-frontdd the cottage, and wherein lie 
'Supposed the travellers to be sheltered : 
biit if in seeking them he- hadincurrcSi 
a disastrous adventure, the stillness of 
» the quarter, ai^ want of light in any 
one of the nitmerous windows, evi- 
denced that their fortune was not much 
better. When hfi found his steps di- 
rected towards the cottage, he doubt- 
ed not that they, alike with himself, 
were in the power of a predatory band 
of robbers, of which he supposed Julian 
to be the leader, for otherwise he knew 
not how to account reasonably for 
their strange unpremeditated meetings 

»3 
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Being a{>proached ^within a dozen 
paces of the door) one of the men Uk 
hixpy ai)d hoairsdy cautiomag tjt^e otheft 
who hdd his armed hand ift ^ po^tucc 
threatening tp Claudio^ be st€|)ped £or* 
ward) and called talus comrades wit^n: 
they answered with a confuted cry^ ftiyl 
opened the door to adnat bh^* In a 
tittle while he t^ued) accom|>amed 
by a man whose speecib atid g^vfc 
Baai;dfested him to be Ercpl^c gf) 
sooner was the Squire apprized th/jt tiffap 
of those %ttres, whicbappear«4 ^bi^g^ 
the dusk» was his dear nh^s^f fh^^ 
upon finding the trut^ of th^fiiSl^w^^ 
declaration^ he loudly Uessed JiifOa, ^od 
grew so extravagantly tran^rjt^, HS 
to bestow upon the ruffiaiis several <jor* 
dial hugs, which were rather iianpa^ 
tiently endured. In the height of these 
vagaiies, as ridiculous in himsdtf as dis- 
gusting to Qaudio, one of the men sud> 
denly broke from his embraces, and in* 
stantly . disappeared by rumung round 
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the cottage ; as atoiptly he returned, 
leaiUng by theiir bridles the two horses. 
The Cayatier and his Squire were com^ 
mandediiOfnount, which they needed not 
a repetition to perform; for promptly 
vaulting into their saddles,they bestrode 
with joy their esteemed coursers; suidhav- 
iag a torch given to each of them by the 
mea Vfha had guided Claudio, they 
were sufiered to depart, whidEi the sim- 
pk Ercolani would not do till he had 
petitioned Heaven for rewards to their 
goodness, enforced widi invocations to 
every tutelar saint, which he continued 
Co ttake for near a furlong, to the great 
diisturbance of his master. 

The nocturnal darkness sympathised 
wkh the gloomy tenour of Claudio's 
thoughts, and when the opening day 
chased it from the skies, he fdt the 
splendid glories ri3ing around, a painfol 
contrast to the melancholy whidi pos- 
sessed him. The beauties of nature no 
longer boasted the power to allure his 
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contemplation, since, within himself, 
her instinctive feebleness had provoked 
an act so unbecoming, that all relish for 
amusement was consum^^d in a re- 
morse, as vain as it was ine:&tinguish- 
able. His cowardice was chastised with 
severe repentance, while his indignation 
at the base pusillanimity, which had en- 
slaved his fortitude, half jm^a^dened 
Jiim. Still, such i^ the variance in-lbe 
mental state of man, that while>his ce» 
covered reason condemned, the psi^t* 
usurpation of p^ion, itself wa$ in pre- 
sent bqndage to^r^llie bigotry of a pu,rT 
blind age, md ' dared not to disregard 
the effects of that passion,: which was aij 
oath extorted by threat and guile ; there- 
fore as illegitimate to the unbiassed 
human judgment, as void and unbind- 
ing in the eye of Omnipotence. But 
few, very few, there are free from the 
despotism over faculty or limb, to 
which men reciprocally subject each 
other ; and, but for the pliancy gifted 
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by Heaven in pity to the. unfortunate,, 
to afford a temporary disengagement 
from their afflictive ruminations, they 
would sink beneath the load. Thus 
the Cavalier, from considering the 
mournful ^lamities of the night, di- 
gressed into wonder how they had been 
brought about ; and bestowing a cur- 
sory • ^Ikrifce, the obsequious Squll^c 
needed hot a second challenge to hfs 
tattling egotism, ** Lord, SIgnor, 
who would think that such wickedness 

* 

could get into an old woman ? ay, and 
»such art? — ^with her hypocritical^ 
your honour this, and, your honour* 
that ; and I wish your honour a vcr/ 
^ood night; — Mafter E'rcoiani, Ehope 
you'll lay well ; when all that file d'ei 
sired was to get us knocked on -thli 
head, and incapable* to move again. 
God defend me from old women ! par- 
' ticularly from a bustling old woman ? 
for I shall always loathe one of that 
class : and after all, but for the interte- 
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irence of the traveller and lus servants, 
we should have fallen into the hands of 
the imp and her myrmidons." 

" Hal" cried CUudio, " how became 
they concerned ?" 

•* Why that," answered Ercolani, 
«« was not « little owing to me } and, 
indeed, it wa:» but fair that some good 
idKmId spring anudst such a surfeit of 
mischief." 

•^'No fisrther comment, I beseech," 
said the impatient Cav^r, ^ but tell 
me succinctly every incident that befel 
you.". 

Urcolani prepared himsdf for the re- 
lation, and began : ^^ Ima^nc to your* 
self, Signor, how miich I was terri-sur« 
prised when I no longer heard you 
groping before me through that dreary 
lault. At first, says I to mysdf, Signor 
iias left me behind ; so on I went faster 
aiuf^Fa^er, calling out, Signor L Signor 
jp%udip ! at last I bawled, Signor ! and 
then be^an tx> run as hard as I could. 
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for, on a suddcsii a ciozen of hoane 
voices from dUSn^ent quarters, ciied, 
Ercdbid! ErccAam! Ercolam! Ercola- 
nir 

Tbe Squire liere stopt quite breathless 
with iq^tion, and CSaudio blushed now 
that he percdved how himsdf and £r- 
^ani had skematdy scared each other. 
At length the Squire "eijcnt on : ^^ WeD, 
I had not made any great way, before I 
imuid the place too low for my head^^ 
and k^ soon became worse than the hut* 
row of a nA>bit j however, I persisted 
in squeezing myself through, tiH I got 
«ttt) bruised and pummdfed almost to 
d^ath, bemeath a dark kind of an arch- 
way. There, S^or, I began to think of 
yoB^ and as Iknew your object was to 
ahurm the trarellers who had taken a 
lodging diere^ I thought it more be- 
hold me to do it for you, than to 
ftand staring where nothing was to be 
teen. So, applying my hand£i to my 
nouth, I shouted through thtm as loud 

^6 
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-as I was able, and again, and agsdn, ttU 
I heard footsteps coming .up; in the 
.next moment, a ray of light fell just 
before my feet, and several uncouth 
.fellows, with naked swords^ rushed in. 
Oho, cried the foremost, an ill4ooking 
.miscreant — Oho, here is one of the 
runaways — ^s^nd with those words put 
out his hand to lay hold of me j but I, 
from theii: firft appearance, suspecting 
fhem to be the cut-throat robbers brought 
. by my unlucky uproar, told him tp keep 
his distance, if he had any regard foir. hi^ 
bodily safety, and threw myself into, a 
posture of defence*, With that they flev 
at me like so znany devils, pushing op 
-every part J so that, expecting to be 
drilled through and through, I fought 
and screamed vfith all my might. - . T!iifi 
last stood me in chief steady fqr just as^.l 
was going to sink, in comes a go^tl/s- 
man and followers from the.p^rt f^.ti^ 
^uilding^-Vlfliere I understood the travel- 
iers; to be lodged. Help! hflp! criodJ 
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r-Wliat is this ? says he in a thunder- 
ing tone. — Robbers ! robbers ! answer- 
ed I ; and six tQ one, as I am a Chris* 
tian« With that he whips me out his 
bright ferrara, and darting a flaming 
look at the dog that first attacked me, 
only allows him time to give a shriek- 
ing good-bye, before he tumbles him 
down as dead as a stone. The rest of 
the crew tried to run off, but they 
were speedily surrounded, and being 
deprived of their arms, were bound in 
their own belts^ On my informing the 
master what place they came from, he 
ordered his servants - to guard them 
back; to it, ..with also a.flrict command 
to secure that cursed old woman, whom 
I took good care should not be forgot- 
ten. I then communicated to him the 
disttcsa I supposed you to be in, since I 
was on longet with you ; but he seemed 
prodigious, picoud, and was turning in- 
attentively away, when I said, so great 
an . officeTt . would: be a public loss, for 
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that arery one knew Don CHaudio de 
SandUanit^ 

^ Cursed foUy !** cxchimed the Cava- 
Mer, who08 feelings being wrou^t to the 
highest interest, are more ea&Uy uoder- 
jbood than described. 

^ It did not prove so in the resiik,*' 
said tlie Squire, very much nrartified — - 
^ fottio sooner did I utter your name, 
than he asked as earnestly concerning 
you: as though you had been brought up 
together. I repeated to him the adven^ 
ture in the subterranean pas$age9 and 
showed him the hole where I escaped. 
He pondered a little, and whispered some 
orders to one of hia men,' whom; he af- 
terwards hmdly commanded to foKow 
me, with several of his fellows, to the 
opening, by 'v^ich I told him we had 
entered. Thither I conduaed them, 
with much difficulty finding the eifract 
spot ; and there we passe^ a long time 
without your appearing^ you know, Sig- 
nor. :, At last another servant came to 
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US and said something to thooe with mc^ 
whereupon two of them separated from 
the others and went away — the identical 
two men^ Si^tior, who brought yom and 
I together afterwards. When they were 
gone, the rest, with myself, walked 
to the cottage, where my pleasure at 
seeing the robbers and their old decoy 
hag, with their hands tied behind their 
backs, was almost lost in fear for your 
honour's deliverance. However, that 
fear was soon removed, and my glad* 
ness to leave that diabolical place was 
only damf>ed by r^et at parting with 
those civil, kind behaved gentlemen/' 

Tliis ingenuous account, while it un*^ 
deceived Claudio in hil^ mistaken suppo* 
sitions, served to provoke his anger 
against the innocent Ercolani, whose 
mention of his name had caused him to 
incur the snare of Julian. Condemning 
the cause because of its issue, he repre4 
bended the innocent Squire for a blam6«» 
worthy agent in the first, whereas him^ 
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iSdf was exclusively faulty in permitting 
the latter. Yet, he was less guilty than 
his infringed honour and friendship 
•Would allow him to esteem himself: so 
that, too soured by chagrin to think 
fairly either on his own part, or that of 
iinother, he sought to disburden his sur- 
charged mind in accusations of poor Er- 
colani, to whom the tone of rebuke was 
the severest punishment his master could 
inflict, as his silence of respect might be 
construed into the sullenness of guilt r 
while, in reality, he secretly thought 
that his fidelity and service deserved the 
recompence of thanks, which it was the 
height of his ambition to obtain from 
^ his boasted Claudia. ' 

: However, he very patiently bore with 
this unjust severity from the Cavalier, 
td whom it had the ejBTect of meliorating 
Jjis self-<:pndemnation ; but when the 
■^W^f^t, imagined this fretful mood to 
te #ell nigh exhausted, he ventured 
to hint ta Claudio a curiosity to. learn 
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.wHat had befaBcn- hiin during the 
•interval 'twixt their parting and con- 
jnnction. At this question, which took 
Jiim completely unprepared for evasive 
•answer, the Cavalier was in much con- 
fusion, and he returned a vs^e uncir- 
^cumstantial accdOiit, for the purpose 
iof amusing his servant, in whdm he 
-junreasonaUy feared ' ^me suspicion 
Jidative to.the truth; he then turned 
iirom his luitural cottim^hts, dwindled 
Into silent gloammess, and spurred 
forward j . exhausting the day with- 
^out refrcshment t6 himself. Squire, or 
^ their horses, till he found, himself 
.within the limits of higher L'anguedoc, 
and before evening on the skirts of 
one of its frontier towns. Into this he 
immediately entered, and going to a 
public house of eiatcrtainment, left Er- 
cobni to recreate .amid .the delicacies of 
thejiitchcn,; whUc, overcome by fatigue, 
he thi:>ew himself along a sofa in the 
apartment allotted to him. 
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Unbroken in upon by the Squire^ 
wliombe supposed to be sd£shly em- 
])loyed9 ^ ^^y ^^ the attendaiits, tcr 
whom be ^ipified his desire to remain 
withoift iBterr44ption» he ^^tjempted to 
calm his agitated 9pirit9 to repose ; but 
wearied ua, Im bodily functions were, 
tkt anxiety of futiMre conduct suspended 
thl^r qiMet ( £&f he saw the prudience «f 
9peed9y 4^)ieFiiiiDing in this, and the ab- 
j&oiute m^e^uty ^ eKamining evsery iik 
ftftendng aiicuQistance. As £or seTeral 
4^ys h£ liad been vkoOf engaged im 
fMQtjafiadng c3)e condusioa ^a journrfy 
whifoh promised his fiieni&hip the tc^ 
tainipenl: of its wish, has steps luld^2^ 
most mechanicaBy persis(xd in k$ con- 
tkiuaiKet although the object was rarvish^ 
cd icom before him« Likemse his per** 
turbation at resigning his power to act 
offensively to the verynoan against whom 
it was his inclination so to do, had r^i« 
dered him incapable promptly to sug* 
gest another mode to pursue; and thus 
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he fbuxul hunse]£ a whole dby adyanced 
of fruitless travel And aovt he rcflectttd 
on vrhat he should undertaSDe. Hs pro- 
gress to the Marquis de Souvricour so 
entirely had seized possesHon of his w}ll» 
that any conception of a coBtfary voad, 
was painfjol, and finding himself thus 
firmly attacked, he began attentively to 
consider how £ur its performance agreed 
with the terms he had sworn to observe* 
Tp r^cpndie his wish with iui cQi^scieace 
i^qu^xdnot the smaUfiSt perversion of 
ity 4P:«p^$ the oath was limited to 
4fiedd inunical to him who tendered it, 
9lod &om these he thought it t duty 
to refrain. One 4i$cidty mw otlf oHh 
vjated, but that ww of serious moment, 
9#.k depended iiot whoUy vpon himself: 
th^ wa$ the me^od of intjroduction to 
Chateau Rivemont, without deputation 
to procure him welcome, ii0 ^dtrange in 
person, fortune, or reputation. But the^ 
mind once fis:ed upon a favoioite plan, is 
99t to be d^verteil fr«n its execution : 
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whether the Cavalier thus was wrought 
upon rashly to deem every obstacle 
vincible by his impetuosity, or prudently 
* preconcerting his conduct, grew con- 
vinced of its practicability, was confined 
within his own breast; faithful to its 
decrees, he knew not the habit of sofi- 
loquy, but wearied with a long niental 
discussion, dropped into a sound sleep. 

From this he awoke giddy with the 
want of food, his pulse feverish, his 
head racked with intolerable pain ; the 
room was nearly dark, and ignorant 
*how long he had slept, he slowly arose, 
and staggering with weakness, tried to 
find the door ; in a little while he recol- 
lected its situation, and opening it, suni- 
moned attendance. A waiter appeared 
with lights } he placed them upon the 
•table, and was ordered by Claudio to 
send up Etiblani. Scarcely did the man 
quit the room in obedience, before the 
•Squire noisily entered, with a peculiar 
*^xprefli6n of joy throughout his de- 



THE THREE BUOTHERS* 21 

meanour ; and running up to his master, 
he cried — ^^ O excellenza, the fairest 
piece of luck in fortune's treasury — the 
travellers, Signor! the brave gentleman, 
andliis servants — ^they are just this in- 
stant entered. I was mixing you a lit- 
tle — something in your own way, when 
you called, Signor! and coming through 
the court, who should I see, but the very 
man witlvthe grace of an emperor cross- 
ing it, lighted by our good host here, 
who, poor fellow, whether by respect or 
aukwardness I can't say, but his body 
was perfectly bent double with bowing." 
" Arc you positive of this?*' said 
Claudio. 

*^ As certain as that you, Signor, are 
before me," cried Ercolani. *' I should 
have stopt to have saluted him, only that 
I was in such haste to acquaint you, and 
knew beside, that it was not befitting 
me to push myself before my master/* 
Still the Cavalier doubted what he 
wished to be untrue, but a voice within. 
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^ing orders for attaidance on Conte di 
iPiascano^ confirmed the report of Erco- 
lani, who began to skip about with great 
tokens of raptiirey now that he knew the 
name zxid quality of h}» ddiverer : but it 
was the reverse with Claudio, for the 
knowledge that he and Jufian were be* 
neath the same roof served as a cliartn to 
vex and disorder him* Indisposed as he 
fek, he ordered theSquke to get readythe 
horses, and attentively foUowed him, 
lest his tminstructed simplicity might 
seek communication with the Goiite^s 
servants : being soon mounted, he set- 
tled the slight expence^, and alowly left 
the yard. 

But his intention was not to quit the 
town that night ; and Ercolani, in some 
measure comforted by these tidings, 
gaiaed an accidental direction to an ob- 
scure inn, situated without the strag* 
^Ung suburbs. Here the, CatvsiQer or- 
dered chambers to be prefMnred) for, 
sick in heart, he intended earfy to retire. 
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Itie good people ef tke house esteemed 
tfcemsehres much honoured by his pre- 
ference of their acxrommodations, and 
sought by every exertion to make them 
satisfectory } but in vain did they display 
the supper^board and all its appurte- 
nances, with that busding abcriiy which 
proved how great was their concern that 
the character of their hotise shouid shine 
in the eyes of the Cavalier : tliey had 
the mortificatk)n to see the best studied 
productions of thctr cookery go down 
untouched, nay, the tbef ^auvrcj a 
ii6st compKcated ragout, disregarded, 
save by a sudden contraction of the nos- 
tnls, which their consdences immedi- 
atdy wMspered to be cxpresttve of 
disgust ^t its high seasoned effluvia. In 
short, Claudio must have gone supper- 
less to bed, but for the prudent fore- 
thought of Ercolani, whose non-attend- 
^ncc he had £dsdh)r attributed to the sul- 
kiness of dlfeppointnaent j but in reality, 
it wascaused by his business in preparing 
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for his master some little eatable compo- 
sition, diametrically opposite to those 
which had quitted him without sign of 
being tasted. In doing, this, he had to 
encounter the invidious hindraiice of the 
whole corps du cuisine^ who, when at 
length he poured it forth hot and smoak- 
ingi bestowed upon it abundance of con- 
temptuous grins and shrugs, highly prov- 
ing their astonishment at his foUy and 
presumption, who supposed so simple a 
dish likely to please where their own 
were successless. With great dispatch 
lest it shotild cool, the Squire flew up 
with the object of their derision in his 
hand, leaving them below maliciously 
to enjoy the anticipation of his balk. 
But their triumph was moncntary. 
The bell summoning attention, up ran 
the host to ask Claudio's pleasure, and 
the risible sneer lengthened into a disr 
mal ruefuhics of aspect, when he found 
- the Cavalier eagerly eating of Ercolani's 
fricasee, while the enraptured Squire was 
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frisking around, though not with the 
air, at least with the promptitude, of a 
Ganymede* Wine was the order, and 
when he had gained the outside of the 
door, his eyebrows assumed a surprising 
elevation of wonder and pity, at so great 
a depravity of palate in a human crea- 
ture, while 'his rising indignation re- 
volved its revenge in exorbitancy of 
demand. 

The sun was high mounted in its 
diurnal course, when the Cavalier, hav- 
ing dispatched -a light breakfast, was 
apprised that the horses waited his will. 

- In a short time he left the inn, but not 
without obtaining a particular descrip- 
tion of the quarter cif the province 
where the estate de Sauvricdur lay; 
which, being one of the inost extensive 
and ancient in those. parts, was gene- 
rally known. 

. In a few hours he . travelled 'Over the 
Cevennes, a range of mountains that 
enridge that country, and reached the 
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base cf their furthermost side. Being 
advised by a peasant to guide himself 
by their solitary feet, he stedfasdy per- 
sisted in that track, till, after riding 
isDany a wearisome league, he, long af- 
ter noon, congratulated himself on his 
arrival within the vaft boundaries of 
the puissant marquisate de Souvricour. 
Now that he found himself on the 
precincts of the scene, where he was to 
perform so conspicuous a part, this, 
which when remote from its practice, 
»3en^d easy to support, b^an, at the 
v&ty time when his utmost prompti- 
tude was requisite, to discourage him 
with a ha2ardou6 and threatening ap- 
]^6aranoe. A hundred litde casualties, 
icidividualiy trifling, but serious should 
they unitCy his precipitancy had either 
overlooked, or depended on its inge- 
nuity at the crisis to surmount ; where- 
as they now sprang before him in sucli 
rapid succession, as well nigh totally to 
foil every attempt at thdr subjection 
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that he could devise ; so that his incji- 
nation, obstinate as it had becn^ half 
averted from a plan, the uncertaiaity of 
^vhich -event agitated him with doubt 
and &ar* 

Tliough he may he pitied, thus far 
to have proceeded with an infatuated 
reliance on a mctliod of behaviour 
which he seems to have over-rated ; in 
compliment to his reason, it is not to 
be supposed without an obje^l: this 
really was the same that first had sti- 
mulated the journey; for, curbed as 
his power was, his friendly wishes were 
fresh alive. Thus inistaking the fervid 
zeal of his heart for the sober dictates 
of his understanding, he was rushed for- 
ward, liotous in hope, to aid and re- 
lieve the youthful heir of the rich land 
he now did tread upon* As he knew 
that the misfortune of Henri was fkmi- 
iiar to the soldiers and peasantry, to 
xxrhom himself, then unshackled, had 
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declared it, he felt certain that their vul- 
gar amazement would not fail to report 
it wherever they went; consequently 
it might early attain the knowledge of 
the Chevalier's military companions, 
through whom, assuredly, the father 
would be apprised : such being the case, 
Claudio imagined, however he was fet- 
tered, that opportunity might offer to 
enlighten the transaction, without vio- 
lation to the word he had passed. Re- 
volving within himself the various man- 
ners by which this might be brought 
about, he was interrupted by a casual 
remark of Ercolani, which being incited 
by the Squire's weariness of travelling, 
' was brisk with pleasure at the prospect 
of its finish : this not being independent 
of the very motive of Claudio's thoughts, 
served to divert them into a new chan- 
nel. 

So occupied in mind he had been, 
that, tiH this moment, it occurred not 
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to him, the bond of amity which in- 
cluded his servant and himself. He 
now considered the doings of the first, 
when caused by his command, guid- 
ance, or suggestion, were clearly impu- 
tative to the master. How then could 
he, consistently with his pledged oath, 
conduct his servant, big with the same 
errand, whither its tcnour ran that him-' 
self, with view of particular hostility, 
should not go ? Could he expect ta 
elude the horrible reward for impious 
profanation, by artfully making his. 
Squire his instrument of ofience ? This 
was a question he shuddered to ask his * 
conscience, for intrusive bigotry an- 
swered. No ! That Squire, when acting 
from circumstance contrived by him- 
self, was but his representative. He 
trembled to see how long he had de- 
pended on this uncautioned servant;, 
but in half a dozen minutes he ceased. 
to be so, for he interdicted to him, witK 

c 3 
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the sterneft vehemence, any tncntion of 
the Lord Henri's misfete, or word con- 
cerning its personal or local mysteries : 
this he repeated over and cnrei- again in 
an uniisual style; for he deemed his 
quiet in after life to hang upon the 
strictest observance of this his forcible 
, direction. 

* 

This strenuous injunction, so unex- 
pected by, and unaccounted for^ to 
Ercolani, ripened in his fantastic brain 
an absurd notion, which his disposition 
for the marvellous had already espoused, 
and long been upon the strain for cor- 
roborative occurrence, which it now 
esteemed to be gained. The Squire, by' 
those acquainted with him, was consi- 
dered of that class, whose obstinate self- 
love is such, that rather than forego a 
wild <:onception, they will brood Ind 
wrest those circutiistances to' give it 
proof, whence, in reason,- they never 
could have derived it: thus, in folly^ 



THB THREE fiRQTHniS. tl 

adapting the aft to their fancy ; not, in 
wisdom, concluding from the a^ \ In 
a word, he was possessed of an opinion 
highly unjiist to his master ; whose 
backwardness to converse with him re- 
specting his adventure with the Cheva^ 
Ker, and present prohibition never in 
future to attempt it, with every pre* 
ceding instance of a moro$e and fret^ 
64 mood, 80 mortified ^nd confouodcd 
him, that, disregarding all incoherently 
of facts, which his head was . bewUf 
dered in the attempt to unite, he 
broke through the intricacies of impro- 
hability^ and nought to account for a|^ 
be could not understand, by supposing 
the Cavalier's eccentricity of conduct: 
occasioned by his being, perhaps, not 
altogether guiltless in the disappearance 
of Henrif Yet, weak and extravagant 
as was this misdoubt, it was ever to bo 
concealed within himself. He was faulty 
in head, not in heart ; for he so loved 

C4 
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his master, that he was interested in the 
secrecy injoined; and he solemnljr swore 
to obey him, devoutly figuring upon his 
breast divers crosses of confirmation. 

They now ascended a raised cause- 
way of excellent construction, which 
wound about the inclosure of a noble 
well stocked parkj through the tall 
trees of which the antique turrets of 
a building were distinguishable. That 
th€y understood to be the Chateau Ri- 
vemont; and when they Were come 
into an extensive plain, which spread 
before its front, they saw it to be of 
yast magnitude, high, strongs and aw- 
fol in the majefty of age. While, with 
an easy pace, they rode towards the 
grand entrance, a man, mounted on a 
fleet courser, passed very near to them : 
he seemed to have crossed the same 
part of the country they had, but by 
a shorter track ; and speeding up to the 
gate, he applied the bugle to his mouth. 
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and was immediately admitted. The 
recollection o£ the Italian couriers, ment 
tioned by Henri, arose to the Givalier } 
but, looking back,, he descried a comt 
pany of horsemen hastily riding in the 
same course, and thence he presumed 
him to be sent forward to annunciate 
their coming. Being come before the 
gate, Ercolani dismounted, and sounded 
the signal : Claudio was questioned by 
the Warden as to his name and busi-t 
ness."^ Announce an Officer to the Mar- 
quis de Souvricour," said the Italian,: 
The man much hesitated, and then re- 
plied, th^t he could not promise to pro-, 
cure him an interview. As Claudio 
persisted in desiring him to attempt it,. 
he at length was overcome by his im-- 
portunity,. and invited him to follow 5: 
Ercolani being left to provide for the; 
horsey* The Cavalier was conducted 
beneath a splendid portico, supported 
bj an exquisitely wrought colonnade,, 
into an arched hall, th^^t wj^ ov^rWi^g. 

c 5 
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by richly worked banners, and its pan- 
nelled sides embossed with the arms 
of its high descended proprietor. There 
he was desired to wait, while his com- 
plaisaat guide passed to the remote end, 
and ascended a marble flight of stepsv 
which ran up to a high corridor, adorn- 
ed with a fanciful balustrade, through 
which the eyes of Claudio were sa-^ 
hited with the sight of his hasting an- 
nouncer. 

While the Cavalier was surveying the 
splendid novelties around, he acciden- 
tally noticed a man who stood at the 
l!pot of the stairs: his posture was ex- 
pressive of weariness, for his arms wer^ 
hung across the carved balusters, over 
%^hich he leant his head, hiding his face ; 
jbfut from the dustiness of his boots, and 
evident disorder of his dress, Claudio 
guessed him to "be the identical fdlow 
who hsMd preceded him in his arrival, 
lust^^ he had made this conclusion, 
4qwa retji^fsted the Warden, and in a 
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toht of vexation^ told him that hk suit 
was vain : the Marquis was not in pre^^ 
sent humour to admit company > but 
had ordered that the ilranger should be 
accommodated till it pleased him to be* 
stow an audience. Claudio was \ery 
rductant to miss the passing opportu- 
nity, doubtful as he was that hi^ cou«* 
nige^ then wound to the necessary 
height, might afterwards droop ; he 
therefore importuned the man to go 
again, but for some time without ef* 
feet ; when, accidentally mentioning 
himself fo be an Italian officer, the 
servant instantly hent into suj^leness^ 
and confessed that he then might ven« 
ture to introduce him without further 
preface. Thus was confirmed to Qau^ 
dio the account declared to him of the 
Marquis and his transalpine connections* 
They walked to the steps, but scarcely 
did Claudio place his foot xtpoa the 
lowermost, when the fellow whom he . 
had ohscnredy raised his head at the 

c6 
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noise of his' approach, and betrayed the 
features which one of those ruffians 
wore, to ^hom he was intrusted in the 
priory. This unexpected discovery so 
disquieted him, that he became half stu- 
pified, and, startled from the assurance 
his service needed, found himsdf with- 
out the capability of a prepossessing sa- 
lutation, in the presence of the Marquis 
de Souvricour. 

He was sitting in a room furnished as 
a library ; it was confined and obscure, 
devoid of decoration, and simply hung 
about with maps, picturesque of various 
Italian states. On the, table lay one, 
on an extensive scale, of Genoa; over 
which the ' Marquis abruptly drew a 
Silken veil, while his eyes were fixed on 
an .unfolded letter that he. held in his 
hand. The pause which intervened af- 
forded Claudio a respite for renovation ; 
2Xid he shrewdly examined the man on 
whose credulity he knew aM to depend.- 

.He was of common stature, curtailed 
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in limb, narrow in chest, and generally- 
emaciated. / He bore the semblance of 
premature age and infirmity, but it 
was plain that* he was more burdened, 
by the events, than the number ,of his* 
years ; for his hair, though thickening, 
with the die of grey, was, much of it,, 
still fine and sandy, in the nature of its* 
youth. His dress was negligent, even, 
to slovenliness, but his appearance cha^ 
raclerized the gentleman; and about 
him was hung a cast of despondency, 
which inspired in the feeling Italian a 
certain sensation that he attributed to; 
pity; and a tear half moistened his^ 
eyes, when he surmised whence could- 
luring those wrinkled badges of afilic-* 
tion. The Chevalier had spoken of his : 
father as a soldier, brave and gay, even 
to professional libertinism: personal 
proof of neither could Claudio discern. 
His form was long wasted from the 
swelling port of a successful warrior ; : 
aoflin his face nothing could be traced) 
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to beguile or invite affiiction. If he Uad^ 
met with triumph over women, js 
Henri's speech concerning his illegiti* 
mate son evidenced, it less likely seenv- 
ed, in the Cavalier's opinion, to proceed 
from his own qualifications, than their 
depravity ; or, perhaps, more from, the 
mastuline advantages of deceit and op*: 
portunity, over feminine folly and wan*; 
tonness« 

The object of these remarks no'vr 
raised his attention from the paper, -in. 
perusing of which he seemed .to ' hive' 
befcn forcibly interested, and looked on. 
Claudio, to whom he had, as yet, been 
regardless* The Cavaiicr^seeing him- 
self heeded, mQdesd)p advanced two or^ 
three' paces; then. bowing low<, witli 
humble knees, he presented the handle 
of his sword towards (he Marquis^ -and 
professed himself his prisoner* . 

The Mafquis started, with great 
amazement, at this address j but Clau^ 
<£io, artfuUv mouldinc: his representai* 
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tioii consonant to the reality, declared 
himself to be an Italian, captived, in the 
service of the Emperor, by the noble 
Lord Henri; from whom he was de- 
puted, on his parole, to act as he now 
did, and yield himself up, as the latest 
fruits of an heroic campaign, offered, 
by a grateful son, to a patriotic father. 
This speech, fortunately for the deli- 
verer, Was excellently adapted t© the 
softness of him to whom it was address- 
ed; for, like most decayed men, va- 
nity in him increased, pace by pace, 
with the mouldering of all which might 
truly inspire it ; and there was an ele- 
gance of compliment interwoven with 
what he how heard, which adminis- 
tered to this foible. Accordingly, he 
turned to the Cavalier with a very gra- 
cious air, invited him to rise, cour- 
teously returned him his sword, and 
encouraged him with strong assurances 
of generous treatment. 

Claudio hugged^himscif with gra- 
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tulatioDS on this success, falsely pre- 
suming all the difficulty to be over* 
come; when the Marquis, prefacing 
the question with a slight observation, 
asked his name.^ The Italiaa ingenu-^ 
ously replied, Don Claudio de Santil- 
lana. This avowal wrought an instant 
change in the manner of the Marquis : 
his looks became cold and mistrustful : 
and, abruptly taking up the letter, he, 
seemed hastily to peruse it ; every now 
and then glancing his eyes towards the 
expectant Cavalier. In a couple of mi-, 
nutes the cause of this extraordinary 
behaviour ceased to be. a secret; the. 
Marquis demanded^ " where had he. 
parted from the Chevalier?" Claudio 
was' prepared for this inquiry, and he. 
readily answered, " On the eastern es-. 
tate.'* The Marquis appeared some- 
what agitated with this infprmatipn ; , 
but, checking it, he stretched his arm. 
with confidence, and gave the paper in-.^ 
to the hands of Claudio, who saw, writ- 
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ten in fair characters, an epistle, sub- 
scribed with the signature of the general 
of the column which included the corps 
of Henri. But the Cavalier was con- 
founded by the argument, when he 
found it to be concerning the Cheva- 
lier's supposed neglect of his military 
duty, which, at first, was made the sub- 
ject of severe reproof, but, in the latter 
part, 6f numerous conjec-tures respect- 
ing the cause. The suspicion that he 
might be on a stolen visit to his father, 
was pleaded as an apology for the letwt 
ter's destination ; and it was invidiously 
couched, on the Marquis not finding 
that to be the case, to attach infamy to 
the character of a man in whose de« 
scription and name Claudio saw him- 
self implicated, and misrepresented as 
an ignoble fanatic Italian, who, having 
insinuated himself into the ChevalierV 
favour, was sillily and perversely encou- 
raged, against the opinion and remon* 
strances of his senior officers. 
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Claudio's indignation and surprise- 
were great, while he perused this im- 
posing scroU ; but it3 slightest exami^ 
nation by the test of reason, proved it 
to be no better than a base fallacy, 
which arrogated to itself importance 
from the name of a man^ l>y whom it 
was improbable to have been written. 
Little was it consistent with the naild- 
ness, which the partial restoration of 
tranquillity had produced ia the armyr 
tiiat Henri's absence of a few days 
thovdd occasion lines of so serious a na^ 
turc ; still. less did their severity agree 
with the respect his high rank demands 
ed ; and least was it consonant with 
Kkelihood, that the dispatch^ which. In 
reality, could not have been sent till 
some days after his disappearance^ 
should outstrip the swiftness of the Ca- 
valier. The opinion he drew, was, that 
it was invented by Julian intentionally, 
to empoison his^ reception in the Cha* 
teau; the man he had retnarked, na 
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doubt, was the bearer ; and thus con- 
cluding, he with a disdainful sneer 
threw the shallow artifice upon the 
table. 

To the Marquis, who had stood at- 
tentively, he addressed himself with as- 
surance. ** It is a failing in humanity, 
my Lord, oftentimes to evidence its 
partiality and interest for one man, by 
detriment and injustice to another. 
However, if this epistle degrade me not 
in your esteem, such is my attachment 
to him whom it concerns, that I regret 
not that others, in their anxiety for his 
welfare, should venture suggestions in- 
jurious to mine/' The Marquis being 
bred in courtly adulation, so strongly 
had imttbed the habits of yielding in 
discission, that even in this he knew 
not how to persist, when so dispassion- 
ately spoken to, that his power wanted 
excuse for violence. Unable to support . 
a keenness of inquiry, he affected his 
scruples removed, because his under- 
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Standing was at a loss ; to procure them 
complete satisfaction ; and glosMng his 
manners with suavity, he very courtly 
replied: " The generosity of your, 
friendship would ill be-requitedbythe 
lurking of doubt within him so closely, 
related to its object. I cannot enoughj. 
rejoice at an arrival, thus opportune to 
cakn those fears which a father, alive to 
paternal care, might have conceived.'* 
Claudio esteemed this speech- according 
to its tenor, and, boy^ing to the Mar- 
quis, was gratulated with welcome : at- 
tendance, was then, commanded, and 
apartments were ordered to be prepared 
for the Italian, of whom, the menials, 
being withdrawn, the Marquis ventured 
to ask respecting the condition of his 
son. 

As Claudio w^as young in the practice 
pf deceit, his answers. were made with 
hesitation, and his deliverance was be- 
coming broken and obscure, when the 
shrill blast of a horn from without 
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pierced into thdr privacy. It attracted 
the attention " of the Marquis, to the 
great relief of Claudio, who experienced 
little difficulty in joining the fc^' casual 

' remarks which intervened before the 
door was flung open ; and, grandly 
arrayed in the beauteous gifts of art 
and nature, Julian entered, in motion 
haughty as graceful. 

If Claudio's astonishment w^s great, 
vast was the terror of the Marquis ; a 
faint shriek tore his throat, and he in- 
voluntarily caught for support the arm 
of the Cavalier, who stood beside him ; 
and who, himself, was trembling* aghast 
beneath a look of Julian , which distinct- 
ly, as characters of fire, told him, that 
his presence there, though it might not 
have broken, had strained his bond of 
promise, and accordingly should be rb- 

• compensed. Passing from the Italian 
glances, which, like the unwholesome 
mildew, tainted where they fell, he fixed 

• 

them upon the Marqui3i who too well 
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understood their mystic intelligence not 
to perceive them impatient of his weak- 
ness. Struggling to resume courage, 
he attempted to pay the becoming com- 
jdiraents, which he did so imperfectly, 
that Julian anticipated the invitatioo, 
which was indeed inaudible, and fami- 
liarly seated himself in one of the 
chairs* 

The Marquis made not any introduc- 
tion of him to the Cavalier, who noted 
his eager attention to be early bent 
upon the letter; and the manner in 
which he alternately looked from it to 
the Marquis, with apparent anxiety for 
its effects, confirmed Claudio in his de* 
cisiori, that it was a forgery to which 
himself was author. Very little, and 
that ycry trifling, was uttered by either 
of htar companions, and not a syllable by 
Claudio, who, constrained and neglected, 
was very uneasy in his situation : by the 
one he was treated with the carelessness 
of an undistinguished aqquaintance, by 
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the Other with the imperious coldness 
and verbal disregard of an entire stran* 
gcr; but with the meaning which burst 
from his eyes, Claudio was intimate to 
his own disquietude, and he proved it 
intolerable, when the door opened, and 
a deliverer was sent him in the person 
of a servant, who stood agape at the 
sight of Julian, though the latter turned 
away his he^ on his appearance. Tkemati 
might have remained so much longer, 
Kad not the angry voice of his mafter 
recalled him from his perplexity, and 
empowered him to acquaint the Cara- 
Ucr that his accommodations were pre- 
pared : having spoken this, and stared 
at the Conte, he then withdrew, with: a 
haste which betokened his inclination 
to relieve his wonder by sharing it 
among his comrades. This relief was 
too satisfaiftory to the Cavalia* to be 
neglected ; so, having sacrificed^ a few 
uncomfortable miniMes to politeness, he 
^iorose^ and pleading ^liguc, rendered 
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his acknowledgments to the Marqub^ 
while to Julian he coldly inclined, and 
quitted the room with the unpleasant 
certainty, that in the next moment he 
should be the theme of conversation. 

An aged domestic, who was waiting 
to conduct the' Italian, now accosted 
him, respectfully t^dered his ser- 
vice, and led the way through the cen- 
tr-e of the chateau to its further wing, 

, where the Cavalier was shown a suite 
of apartments that were appropriated to 

. his use ; large, airy, and more con- 
veniently than splendidly provided. 
The prospect they commanded was 
pleasant, though civcumscribed within 
the narrow limits of the park, in which 
the luxuriance of modern tefinemeilt 
was blended with the stubborn wildnj8ss 

, of antiquity, and the nntightiesrt efforts 
of art, contrasted with tlie' leafless 
simplicity of soHie obtrusive forest- 
trees, which wreilhed thejr exfoliated 
branches in venerable brotherhood, and 



4 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 49 

flung defiance over the sylvan wilder- 
ness to any power save of time. The 
situation appeared so delightful to 
Claudio, that he spoke of it with warm 
approbation. The grey bearded servant, 
who was just leaving the place, stopt 
with the door in his hand, and pre- 
sented a melancholy opposition to the 
pleasure of the Cavalier ; who, further 
* remarking its advantages, and thence 
concluding its preference in the esteem 
of the Marquis, was mildly undeceived 
by the gende Geoffery. Unlike to that 
tattling class, to whom any theme is 
grateful which allows latitude to their 
infirmity of chattering, he rather 
>shrunk from the subject, and briefly 
'" spoke, more from complaisance than 
' will: " This floor of the western wing 
many yea? s has been untenanted. *Tis 
J true. Sir, that these rooms were once in 
favour with my Lord Marquis ; as also 
they were with many of us . domestics ; 
.but we were not so simple as to doat 
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upon inanimate walls ; 'twas what they 
contained, Sir, we loved, admired, and 
respected. The Marquis, he loved her." 

. " His wife, perhaps,** said Claudio. 
The old man regretted this predica- 
rinent, but he forced an answer : " My 
Lord was not then married." 

•^^ Your niaster," said Claudio, " was 
wild, I have understood^ in his younger 
days/' The cheeks of Ckoffery reddett- 
ed, and his dim ^yes emitted a faint 
glow. *^ He was worse," said he; 
profligacy deserves not so soft a men- 
tion." He then motioned to retire, 
and pointing to the hangings which 
were curioudy worked, added, '* You 
may very probably, Sir, find fome of 
those designs worthy your notice. I 
know that the Italians are reckoned 
great judges, and the lady was Italian 
who wrought them." Saying this, he 
made obedience, and left the Cavalier 
* to his meditations. 

Having long indulged himself in 
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these, he proceeded to follow Geoff2ry*i 
recottimendation ; carelessly survej'ing 
a whole side, until he perceived many 
of the pieces to be representative of 
A^arious scenes to which himself was 
familiarized. They were, views of the 
most romantic part of the Lower Alps. 
Chosen with judgment, and executed 
with accuracy, tliey were pleasing, even 4 
interesting ; yet, a kind of pity kindled 
in his bosom, while he detected the 
vastness of the labour, and considered 
how recluse and dispirited her life 
must have been, who could seek for 
amusement so dull and tedious. The 
shade of evening soon deprived him of 
this recreation ; but ere the day was 
well sunk into the lap of night, the 
apartments were illumined, under the 
direction of Geoffery, who, soon after, 
ushered in a light wholesome supper, 
and left Claudio to the attendance of 
Ercolani. 
The Cavalier was not much inclined < 
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to cat* After slightly tasting of the vic- 
tuals, he thrust the table from before 
him, and bestowed a casual look upon 
Ercolani, who was standing nearly oppo^ 
site. This the Squire readily adapting 
to his then thought, interpreted as an 
inquiry of his cautious refrainnient ; and 
dutifully answering in the like mute 
style, he threw into the negative shake 
of his head all expression, which might 
possibly be construed to the significaticm 
of — " not a word upon my honour.** 
But his tongue was not thus to be co- 
zened; drawing two or three steps nearer, 
in an air attractive of his master's re- 
jgard, he lowly said — " We are not the 
only strangers, Signor, in the chateau, 
and I dare wager a testoon that you can't 
guess who's- the other.'* Claudio was 
totally regardless to this challenge ; so 
Ercolani^ re-closing the mouth of his 
pouch, continued: — ^*' Tis very wonder- 
pil, Signor, how different men are in dif- 
fefent places. ■ Now this other stranger.^ 
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who, if you'll' believe me, is neither 
more nor less than Conte di Fiascano, 
why, he was so kind as to rescue me 
from those bloody Picaroons, yet, now, 
to-day^ when I make a grateful bow, as 
law ^ though I had intended to kiss 
Us h^ixiess's toe, he stalks by me as stiff 
as a cruci&K. Belike, thought I, he is 
of those, who, as Father Jeremy uiS^d to 
say, think, ostentattoa destroys a good 
actif)^: still, he might have been civil 
enough to notice xne, or inquire about 
you, . Signon Politeness i:s no hindrance 
to a man in his way to heaven V^ added he j 
diffidoiat of his own talents for dedsioni 

<« I never understood it within the pro- 
Kbitions of the canon,*' replied Claudia. 

^' Nor I, Signor, yet as he seemed so 
averse to mention it, I thought it not 
befitting me to diminish his goodness 
t)efore God, so I resolved not to speak of 
it. Besides that, I know silence pre- 
vents errors — ecclesiastical as well as 
grammatical." 

D3 



54 THE THREE BROfHERS. 

" What train has he?" said Claudio. ' 

*' Impossible to tell, Signor,'* answered 
the Squire. " Not a man of it is lodged 
within the "walls : they are all provided 
for in a neat kind of outhouse, whichj 
the servants tell me, is kept to accom- 
modate some couriers, who come from 
nobody can tell where, nor wherefore/' 

The Cavalier now fell into a fit of 
musing, to which the Squire did not 
dare to give interruption ; and this con- 
tinued till he went tarest in a chamber 
two or three roomis distant, where he 
soon became sound asleep. This was 
the 'first night of a great number, during 
which he enjoyed a comfortable repose ; 
and the softness of the couch was so en- 
couraging, that he prolonged it to within 
an hour of the meridian : he then arose, 
refreshed in body and mind. 

At breakfast, Ercolani, who waited, 
several times attempted to speak, but, 
as often found that he had mistaken the 
opportunity, till Claudio, noticing the 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 55 

tmcommon gravity in his manner, asked" 
if any thing particular had occurred that 
morning. " Nothing,** observed the 
Squire, ^ but what was very likely to 
happen. The horse you rode. Signer — 
whether my Lord Henri gave it you— 
or what — I wasn't able to explain.*' 

" Well, what of that horsc? Have the* 
servants spoken of him?*' said Claudio, 
Kddening till his ears tingled with heat, f 

Proof — positive proof! thought Er- 
colani, sickening at his own fancy. — 
•' Why, Signor, don't be alarmed — now, 
pray don't be alarmed," — then in a half 
whisper — " but — they have — 'pon my 
soul the animal was only in fault :t— but 
they have." 

** And what did you say ?" asked the 
Cavalier. 

" I attempted to laugh," returned the 
Squire. — ^^ So a fellow with a cara- 
bunded nose says, I'll be damn*d if it 
isn't the very picture of that my young 
master took to the wars. Take care, 
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friend, said I, — Pd have you take care 
what you insinuate; for every time you 
repeat this, be assured, you'll run the^ 
li^'s gantlet thro* purgatory. With 
that he turned upon his heel, and I came 
away." 

" And has nothing more been said ?** 
asked Claudio. 

" Not a word,^* answered Ercolani ^ 
but the less said, Signor, the more 
thought, as my poor: father would fome- 
times tell ; who,, good . man ! oft^n ab-. 
stained whole days from speaking, save 
the three amqns at the end of his Ijrevi- 
ary .* ' Had Ciaudiabeen in the humour 
to jest, he would have pronounced his. 
Squire to be guilty of neglect of his father's 
^pxemplary taciturni^ty ; but this news, 
quite unsettled him: he was unwilling 
to encounter the observation of the ser^ 
vants, who came to remove the break- 
fast furniture; and wholly to elude it, 
he drew his cloak over his shoulders,^ 
5Uid, signifying to Ercolani t;h^t W^ ati 
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tendance was not required^ walked along 
the numerous chambers, with the intent 
to divert himself by viewing part of the 
chateau, of which, the day before, his 
haste had permitted only a superficial 
survey. 

While thus employed, Geoffery came 
in to him, and solicitously asked per- 
mission to attend and direct his regard 
to that most deserving it; which was 
willingly granted by Claudio, who thus 
gained an- amusing and useful guide. 
All within that was most worthy, being 
seen and examined, the Cavalier expres- 
sed his wish to visit the grounds with- 
out, to which Geoffery bowed a ready 
assent. They forthwith went down, and 
passing over the chief court, ordered the 
gate to be unbarred: but the porters 
addressing Claudio, warned him that he 
should not be suffered to go abroad : en- 
forcing this contumely with the firm 
declaration, that their orders were strict 
to that effect, and could not be slighted/ 

^5 
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Indignant and disappointed, the'Ita* 
lian turned back; but the resentment 
which was kindled by this apparent proof 
oi mistrust and undeserved suspicion in 
the Marquis, soon subsided in the coni 
viction, that all was beneath the con- 
trol of that dominating genius to whom^ 
himself was in subjection.-^ • 

With, a melancholy step he paced th« 
unfriendly court, till GeofFery, who alike 
was baulked, gently drew him round to 
the chapel, into which he civilly advised 
him to enter, as therein he might find 
much to gratify his curiosity. The so- 
lemnity of the holy tempk, through 
which the bold irregular mode of gothic 
architecture might visibly be traced,i 
struck Claudio with reverence and awe:^ 
his present mood being too weak to re- 
sist dejection, found a sorrowful plea- 
sure in administering to its weight ; and 
here was ample scope for meditation* 
In the same moment he beheld the bap* 
tistery and the sepulchre ; and thence, he 
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moralized on the vanity of human life, 
which chiefest scenes in onset and ac- 
quittal stood so close in neighbourhood. 
This was a topic, copious and abstruse, 
but not at all adapted to meliorate the 
perturbations of grief, for it rather im- 
proved the sensibility of his own haple^ 
state, by furnishing imagery of woe in 
others^ Had he been aware of this, he 
might have thanked, as for a favour, the 
man who broke it off: but it is peculiar 
to misery to be enamoured of itself, so 
was the Cavalier prejudiced, against in- 
terruption, nor less abashed than impa- 
tient, when, it obtruded in the form of 
Julian;. 

Abstracted from all external regard, - 
Olaudio was nearly dose to him ere they 
recognized each other; for the Conte 
was standing with one hand pressed 
against his forehead with a savage force, ^ 
which betrayed his secret wish to be- 
numb the ability of his brain, while his 
diminished eyes were intent in contem- 
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plating the monumental sculpture. Thek 
wild flashing, so habitually at play, was 
much calmed, yet not to the sweetness 
of humanity, but rather to the heaviness 
of two leaden globes, fixed and deadly^ 
As he shot athwart the cogitating Cava- 
lier, the latter fancied that a tear was 
collecting on his cheek ; but men long 
drawn from innocence breed not the 
consolation of a tear* With them its 
semblance is engendered of pride or foul 
despair ; being ominous as the rain pre- 
ceding thunder : such was the case with 
Julian, whose aspect was wrought ta 
midnight blackness by the internal tem- 
pest of his mind. Distress, in him, 
looked not for sense of pity nor word of 
comfort ; but was sullen, secret, and too 
deeply rooted for balm of hope to miti- 
gate its thorns. 

<* Is he gone ?*^ asked the Cavalier. 

*^ Would he were for ever 1" exclaim- 
ed the emphatic GeofFery. 
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•^ Is he SO Strongly your repugnance ?** 
said the eager Claudio*. 

" Or I should think meanly of mysdf,** 
;inswered the old domestic : ^^ did that 
xnan tell me he was the arch destroyer 
incarnate, 1 should think his counter 
nance the corroboration of his tongue ^ 
ttnce first it was seen within these walk^ 
they have been strangers to the tone of 
gladness/' 

" When was that ?'* cried Claudio, his 
thoughts recurring to the account given, 
by Henri : " n.y good father, you seem 
long to have been estranged from joy." 

" Long indeed!'^ returned Geofiery, 
** yet am not reconciled to sorrow. For 
these last five years my heart has never 
known a pleasurable throb. I am thu3 
accurate in dating my wretchedness^ 
Signer, because it satisfies your curiottty 
relative to the first appearance of this 
stranger.'* 

" Then do I suppose him. involved in 
the cause/' said Claudio. 
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^ To recount what may appear but 
prejudice," rejoined GeofFery, '^ might 
serve but to commit myself of folly.** 

" Rather to confirm your prudence,** 
said Claudio, cimningly : " towards some 
persons suspicion is a virtue.** 

** True, Signor,** observed the old 
man flattered and reassured, " and 
whom are we to distrust, if not those of 
secret implication, whose coming seems 
the birth of misfortune?" 

*^ Has the Conte-*s been such?** asked 
the Cavalier.. 

^' Most certainly,** returned Geoflfery, 
**andrdotiotdoat to think so. Why, 
Sir, for a half a dozen months after his 
first interview with this abrupt stranger, 
the Marquis would not sleep without some 
one in his rooni. The menials vi^ere ig- 
norant of this timidity, for from motives 
ef shame I alone was particularly chosen. 
Since then I never have seen him smiley 
but a votary to solitude and sloth, he 
locks himself ii» his cabinet, poring ov^ 
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maps, and admitting no one but of Ita« 
Uan commission." 

" And what of his sons?" said Chu- 

*' Sons !'* exclaimed Geoffery* 
•* My good father/' contmued the 
Cavalier, " this inadvertent tongue has 
disclosed my knowledge, I have heard 
the Marquis had a natural child/' Had 
Claudio trodden on the heart-strings of 
the poor old man, he could not have felt 
a keener torture. A sigh, which shook 
his feeble frame, burst forth, and he said, 
^' They, who told you so, told the 
truth. He had a natilral child, and such 
was the mother;" pointing to the ident- 
tical image, before which Julian had 
shown so much emotion. 

In the quarter of the chapel where 
they now stood, was raised a grand 
maiusoleum, wrought in a style of awful 
magnificence, and crowned with the 
marble statues of all therein entombed, 
on whose pedestals their names were 
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sjdifully inscnlped. This had been the 
receptacle to the powerful ancestors de 
Sourricour for many generations, and 
now became the subject of Claudio's 
regard. 

^' Then 'twas of her you spake yester- 
night ?" said the Italian. 

** It was/* answered Geofiery. 

*• And so respectfully?*' continued 
Claudio. 

^ Aye, Sir,** said GeoflFery, " the 
world misnamed her my master*s mis- 
tress, his wanton, and his concubine; 
but, in the sight of Hieaven, what more 
than faith and love can constitute a 
wfe!** 

" He deluded her then ?** cried Clau^^ 
dio; " perhaps by crait aad imposition. 

^^ Worse t wor^e J** said Geoflfery. . 

** How !** exclaimed the Italian. 

" Her situation made it worse than 
man can speak, or aught but divinity 
punish.** 
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'^ This was once her residence .^^ said 
Clkudio. 

Her prison more,** said GeofFery; 

for though not in bodyifettered, her 
mind was entirely dispiritedi the pub- 
lication of the Marquis's marriage was 
tier dismissionr." 

** Villain !** cried Claudk), who in the 
^ext moment regretted his vehemence; 
but feeHng was predominant^ and nature 
yearned from his heart. 

•-' She wefit to reside in a smaU house of 
my Lord/* continued Geoffery, ** some 
milesi distant. After her departure 
most of the servants were turned o£ 
This bride proved as despotic to the 
Marquis, as he had bdbaved to the un- 
fortunate lady I spoke of; and had she 
not died while herHenri was still youngs 
his education would have been dreadfully 
faulty ; for she had heard of what wat. 
termed her husband's gallantry, and'be*. 
Grayed her ?J0fecUti<m of disbelief, hf 
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maliciously tutoring her son ever to 
taunt its issue/* 

*' What was that issue ?** said Clau* 
dio. 

** Two.boys, Signor/* answered Geof- 
fery, *' whose fate have been alike^ 
and marvellous. One within the first 
six years of babyhood was lost, where 
and how, no one could surmise: the 
Other was brought up beneath his; 
mother's care; and, exaftly at the 
time this unknown came, was no 
where to be found. Diligent but 
unprofitable pursuit wa3 given j he 
never hath since re^appeared,, and 
now no more is thought of, for his' 
forlorn mother hath long been moul* 
dered in the grave.** 

The distress of Gec^ery was here sor 
violent, that his sobs choked utterance^ 
and the Cavalier, to hide his own weak^ 
ness, affected to be deeply engaged in- 
examining the surrounding figures.. In; 
many of these, the workmanship emu*- 
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lated nature, and in no one more than 
hers of whom they had been speaking ; 
but the pedestal bore no engraving, and 
this singularity prompted him to ques- 
tion the domestic concerning her inter- 
ment there. 

That was brought about in an asto- 
nishing manner," said GeofFery. *^ She 
has now been dead about two years 
and a half: her funeral was appointed 
plain and merdy decent, when almost 
at the exact hour in which she was 
-to be committed to the earth, comes 
a strange fellow on a reeking horse, 
delivers a note to the Marquis, then 
instantly remounts, and spurs away. 
What were its contents we had no 
chance of getting to the knowledge 
of, for my Lord Henri was then ab- 
sent J but, strange to tell ! the obse- 
quies, so coarsely prepared, were so* 
lemnized with the holiest pomp time 
would permit : instead of a rude vil- 
lage grave, the deceased was here do^ 
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posited, and her statue placed among 
those of my Lord*s predecessors; but 
devoid, as you see, of inscription^ 
Poor unhappy woman!'* added he, 
** how vain was this, when so neglect* 
cd in your life-time !" Here their heed 
was caught by the long ringing of a 
bell, used to summon the servants ta 
th&x dinner : the Italian understanding 
tl4s» and unwilUng to detain the oLd 
ma^Xkf aq^io^dingly walked towards the 
porch of the chap4» 

♦* And have no tidings ever been ob-^ 
(aiaed of the son who so lately disap^ 
pe^M'ed ?" asked Claudio. 

Never," answered Geoffery, " and 
lione are now expected. This: loss 
grieved the mother to her mortal sick* 
©ess : he was her sole companion, 
a^d was indeed a peculiar youth. His 
childhood displayed him lovely as the 
day, and the darling of his parents : 
accident deformed him> and with his 
hjoaujty fled the fondnesd of hi& £atther« 
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O Sir, he was much aibused! a mmd 
so great informed that decrepit bodjr, 
that education might have ripened it 
to perfection ^ but, so neglected, it bo^i 
came like fire pent up in close conca/^ 
vity, tearing vent wherethrough to 
emit combustion." 

Qaudio's interest was highly stirred 
by this summary of a character to wish 
for its clearer developemcnt, to obtain 
whidi, he was about to question fur- 
ther, had not his feet kicked something 
which lay unattached to the pavement. 
He noticed it was a picture, and from 
the freshness of its bruises, he supposed 
the wearer lately to have dropped it 
from his neck, for the ribbon was ab- 
rupdy torn. The Cavalier holding it 
out to Geoffery, demanded if he knew 
any one in the chateau to whom it bore 
resemblance. The old man took it intd 
his hand, but fixing his regard upon the 
face, he stood Hke one bewildered. 
** Gracious God!'* exclaimed he, ** can 
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this be otherwise than mockerj^ ?** 
« What ! what !" cried Claudio. 

« Wonderftil !" said GeofFery. " The 
faithful portrait of the youth I told 
you of,** The Cavalier was too im* 
patient to brook polite xlelay, and 
snatching it to himself, he scanned the 
face depictured* Had Geoffery possess- 
ed the good of matchless eloquence, his 
longest description had failed to illus- 
trate the original equal to the under- 
istanding Claudio gained in half a mi« 
nute*s considerance of his portraiture. 
As a superficial delineation, it was only 
remarkable in the shoulders being of 
unequal height; but, as a key to the 
^' mind's construction,** it had the fa- 
culty to unlock its hidden recesses, 
and fling light upon the immured passi- 
ons themselves but callow, yet breeding 
ideal distemper : for it seemed to have 
been taken in one of those incautious 
moments when the unbridled spirit 
peeps audaciously through the eyes. 
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and pours forth interpretable ray. The ' 
artist, whomsoever he were, had caught 
the flash, and illumined it as a spark- 
ling focus, whereto each ferment of the 
-soul sent its peculiar beam ; and not 
^ line, nay, not the slendemcss of a 
hair, on this scarce bearded counte- 
nance, which did not contribute to the 
expression of the whole. Disdainful 
haughtiness and ferocious cruelty had 
seat Tipon the brow, which, by its lower- 
ing frowns, pursed the flesh above into 
wrinkles misbecoming youthfulness : 
manly care was distinguishable on boy- 
ish features ; for the jaundice of melan- 
choly and unsettled mood had sup- 
planted freshness from the cheeks, and 
on them hung its yellow omen of inter- 
nal venom. Still was visible a gleam of 
iiature, though faint, which warranted 
that hers was not the blame of his 
^arly baseness : in, her vindication was 
buiig abroad cleaf r^roof of the mighty 
^cuky s3ie had gifted him wherewith } 
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and so he was marked as the more wil- 
iidly guilty in a vicious subjugation, as 
heaven, in its bounty, had bestowed on 
him sense to distinguish good from 
evil. In fine, the Cavalier was thus 
fanciful, when the address of Geoflfery 
terminated his reverie, . . . - 

" I very well reanember • i^^ time,** 
«aid the old man,, ", whe^ yoimg Ar- 
naud sat for that resemblance : he was 
then not quite fifteen, and much un« 
willing, on account of his j^figure« 
mentj but, instigated by lii$; xnothei;, 
he at length complied, and a painter, 
of obscure, but genuine merit, then 
on business here, was employed. Be- 
ing finished, it was shewn to the 
Marquis, who unkindly observed. It 
was too like to be admirable.** *, The 
domestic now formed numerous smd 
vague conjectures . how it .qin>e-.thus to 
their notice. *.' ]t was completely ten 
,years after its executjbxi. when Arnaud 
.vani$hed,^.. ^d 'ha»'^^ 'and in all; that 
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time lie never would produce it ; but 
now it seems conjured up by magic.** 
They now lieard tbe second dinner bell ; 
and Claudio, being full of suspicion that 
Julian, by whom he was certain it had 
been dropped in his hasty departures 
might appear to reclaim it^ represented^ 
to Geoffery the propriety of their sepa>^' 
ration. As he found him barren of abi- 
lity further to inform respecting this 
new excitement of his wonder, he adr 
vised him not to speak' about it ; then^ 
.uttering sincere thanks for his attend- 
ance, left him, and retired to his own 
chamber, burning with -curiosity, and 
resolute to gratify it. 

Every selfish concern was absorbed 
in this novel interest, for which satis- 
faction, however, he could digest no 
feasible project. But xhance bore the 
appearance of friendship by procuring 
Mm an invitation to dinner from his 
noble host, which was accepted by the 
Cavalier, who concluded that the soli* 
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tary company of Julian was not the 
most welcoine to the Marquis : so de- 
siring the servant to deliver to his mas- 
tjpr the thankful ^surance of his atten- 
dance, he considered within himself how 
to improve the advantage ; and, for the 
fulfilment of his wishes, he methodised 
a plan, to which catastrophe he was 
blinded by a violent and unmanly infa- 
tuation. 

Thus Qnga^ed, he nothing regarded 
the blank aspect of Ercolani, when he 
c^nac to annojunce the readiness of din- 
ner ; but, with a light step, followed to 
a^^handspme apartment, where was a. 
table delicately covered, to which he 
seated himself with the Marquis and the 
Co»te. Had his wits been less engross- 
ed with the forementioned impertinent 
concerns, he naight have ^^spected in 
the complaisant suavity of the latter, 
some lurking intent, hostile to himself; 
as it was clear that their antipathy was 
top extensive for union, even in polite- 
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x^ess, to be sincere. But the meal paissed 
' u'kh the reciprocal semblance of urba* 
nity; and it was not before the sub- 
stantial courses were rei!noved, that 
Claudio could welcome an opportunity* 
He judged it come at length, and yield* 
ing prudence to the enticement of his 
evil genius, drew forth the fatal picture. 
•* My Lord/* said he, addressing the 
Marquis, " accident, to-day, brou^t 
this to my hands : perhaps, in acting 
thus, I restore it to the right o\)^Tier/* 
He then gave it to the Marquis, pos- 
sessed with thf fancy that that was the 
only mode whereby to obtain the slight- 
est insight into the latent connedtion 
betwixt those two* men. who sat beside 
him. The motions of Julian increased 
his expectation ; for he pressed his hand 
against his breast, passing it to and fro, 
for the apparent pujrpose of certifying 
whether something were secure that 
ther^ was deposited : his glaring disap- 
pointment convicted him to the Cheva* 
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Ber, who jqiply ceased to observe him to 
look at the Marquis, whom he saw to 
be rivcttcd in attention to the picture* 
He for a while was anguished wdth in- 
ward convulsion; then glancing to- 
wards Julian, with a phrenetic wild- 
ness, he cast the object of his terror 
across the table ; and fell back, in a 
sta;te so forlorn, that Claudio cried 
aloud, and brought in the servants^ 
who bore their master out. 

Julian was now^steeled in an inexo- 
Table severity; and having placed the 
picture^ which he had caught, in his 
pocket) he coolly walked up to the un- 
lucky producer^ and teaching his pout- 
ing lips to play crad taunts, which his 
tongue ^iisdained to word, he gravely 
said, ^* Yourself have sharpened the axe 
for your destruction." He then left 
the room to make true his words. 

The Cavalier was overwhelmed with 
dismay at the issue of thi$ scene, and 
fiiiDging up a casement to inhale the 
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fresh breeze, he saw Julian with rapid 
strides traverse the court towards the 
gate, which was thrown open for his 
egress, and he disappeared beneath the 
shading battlements* The idea that 
some device was hatching which was 
perilous to his safety, suffused the 
spirits of Claudio with dejection, and 
hastening to his apartment, he dosed 
and locked the door; then, with melan* 
choly presage he cast himself upon asofa^ 
confiding to providential intervention^ 
that harm he could not avert. 

Thus he continued for more than 
two hours, and nearly had hushed his 
emotion into the tranquillity of slumber, 
when a low but quick knocking at the 
door aroused him. •* Signor ! Signor I** 
cried a feeble tremulous voice, " for 
God's sake, Signor !" — the opening the 
door anticipated the request, and Geof- 
fery stept in, reclosing it with manifest 
af&ight. " Well, what's your errand?** 
ssdd Claudio. 

E3 
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** To Warn you from this house,'^ 
cried Gcoffery. *^ Five minutes more 
and it becomes your dungeon. You 
are accused — but, I don*t credit it— 
you have won my heart — and now Fm 
here on hazard of my life^ * I dare not 
stay — ^for God's sake flee ! here is the 
key of the western postern ; down 
those stairs and you may easily escape. 
Tour servant is already taken to the 
strong turret : I heard the like orders 
issued for yoursdf, and instantly came 
hither, for I cannot suspect you to be 
gtuky of violence to my young Lord 
Henri." 

^ I,^--to dear Henri V^ exclaimed the 
Italian* 

** I am sure 'tis false," said Geoffery, 
** I never can repent your release j but 
here, take the key, not a moment is to 
be wasted^ for some on€ but now has 
entered, and full outcry is raised against 
you as the mur4erer of Henri/* 

Now was the skilful art of his adver* 
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sary manifest to Ciaudio ; but a gather* 
ing uproar proving to him the truth of 
the old man's words, that not a mo- 
ment was to be wasted, he pressed his 
friendly hand with grateful fervour, 
and descended the stairs, rather leaping 
than stepping. But in the middle of 
the letser area, his flight ^as opposed 
by several of the menials, who guessing 
from his precipitancy, and the key 
which he carried in his hand, what his 
intention was, coarsely congratulated 
themselves on their fortune in prevent- 
ing its success, Claudlo seeing nor iri- 
fiocehce nor valour could avail him', 
found likewise the inefficacy of tendered 
tribery, it being refused with con- 
temptuous derision : he was forced to 
the rudest quarter of the chateau, and 
thrown into a dismal disconsolate apart- 
ment, appropriated to the vilest malt- 
factors. The keepers waited about their 
prisoner, save one, who was dispatched 
^r further instructions j on his re-ap- 

E4 
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pearance they were told the will of the 
Conte, which was as suddenly testified 
to Claudio by their endeavouring to 
search him. So great an abasement he 
with intrepidity strove to hinder ; but 
his indignant struggles only induced an 
additional nunxber oi assailants, who, 
crushing him beneath their weight, 
flung him prone upon the floor, ex* 
hausted with bruises, and then rifled 
him to their satisfaction. 

They continued this in mute expecta« 
Xkfn^ till the dagger of the Cavalier 
li^ll (extracted from its hidden sheath : 
this wa» unanimously hailed for a token 
of indubitable guilt. But when they 
tore away that friendly relic he so car^ 
fully had sheltered next his heart, the 
brilliant star, whichj by its peculiarly 
exquisite workmanship^ was known to 
be their master's, they vented the bit- 
terest reproaches J nor, until their 
vocabulary of maledictions was nearly 
run through, did they (juit the Cavalier> 
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whom they left environed with massy 
bars, infrangible to the desperate utmost 
of human force. 

But liberation by strength never oc- 
cupied Claudio's ideas, they being 
wholly bent on retrospection, and en- 
deavours thence to infer what severer I 
possibly could befal him. That Julian 
would venture public ostentation of 
this farce, he, without hesitation, con- 
cluded to be inconsistent with the pru- 
dence of that arch politician, thereby 
becoming obnoxious to detection. But 
all his train of reasoning was involved 
in mazy error ; for he weighed, in the 
same pitiful scale with the pigmy vul- 
gar a colossus of audacity, and thence 
so widely misjudged the Conte as to 
presume that his spite or craft might be 
gorged with fragments, and less than 
inimical ruin. 

Julian had thought that he had dis- 
posed for the worst in that epistoLiry im- 
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petition ;, but on perceiving its ifiefficaqr 
he had undauntedly persisted in well* 
couched hints, so admirably administered 
to the feeble Marquis, that the latter had 
almost unknowingly espoused the mis- 
trust of Claudio they were meant to in- 
flame, and banned it with all the parti- 
;iMty natural iur him to his own conceits* 
The dinner invitation, seemingly so in- 
consistent, was, in reality, contrived by 
the adroit author of all this mischief, 
who knew too well his own ingenuity, to 
'fear the certainty of confirming the Mar- 
quis in his ill opinion of the Italian's in-^ 
tegrity, by straining every look, word, 
or motion of the latter, to an evil inter- 
pretation. The incident of the picture 
had well nigh disclosed the monstrous; 
truth. The momentous heart of Juliaa 
learned first to flutter, but with a pain- 
ful stimulation to an attainment of his^ 
revengeful crisis; and he went without 
the walls to bring from his lurking place 
the necessary agent in.this career, whose 
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entrance within the chateair was the 
prologue to the foreactcd scene. 

liie night, which hung heavily upoh 
the face of nature, shuffled with tardi- 
ness and pain over the head of Claudio, 
who was racked with suspense^ and wal 
destitute of light, food, or company. 
But at the first glimmering of dawn, a 
man in official habit appeared, and gave 
him notice of his impending trial : Clau- 
dio greeted it v/ith silent astonishment, 
and was again forsaken to solitary re- 
flection^ 

The Marquis being^completely duped 
by Julian and his perfidious coadjutor,, 
was miserable in the persuasion of hitf 
son's death. As his ancestors, from ages 
unrecorded, had assumed to the lineage 
de Souvricour the important privilege 
of judicature within their own limits, 
he instantly determined to bring theltV- *,-, 
Han to mortal judgment: and the Conte^^ ;v <^ 
indefatigable in preparation, had di** 1'., 
rected it for the present day. Cq 

e6 % 4 
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Accordingly, some hours after sun- 
rise, the imputed criminal's prison was 
thrown open,^ and himself drawn out by 
several men in gloomy uniform. Clau.- 
dio's soie reliance was on the acin^ussion 
of his servant into the court j for unre- 
served confession on ErcolanPs part might 
reasonably be expected, as it could mere^ 
ly be faulty in disobedience; whereas,^ 
from himself, religion forbad such con- 
duct. 

Into the largest hall, which was so- 
lemnly furnished with the judicial appa^ 
ratus^ he was led amid the insults and 
execrations of the household* Being 
brought to bis. appropriated place, ha 
stood about a minute with an unembar- 
rassed air > and then saw Ercolarii, deadly 
pale^ yet with contentious tongue, come 
in, and stand not more distant than a 
couple of yards.^ No sooner did the. 
sound- hearted Squire observe his neigh- 
bourhood to his master, than he cast up- 
on him looks inexplicable to the latter j 
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who knew not his previous condemns^- 
tion in the erroneous opinion of his ser- 
vant; therefore was insensible to that 
heroism of spirit, which came resolved 
to preserve its hith unbroken in despite 
of torture. This interchange of glances 
was interrupted by the appearance of the 
grieved Marquis, who in the depth of 
paternal woe, came to wreak the severest 
justice, where he falsely supposed it de« 
served ; and close to him followed Julian 
in all the arrogance of triumph. Hav- 
ing taken their seats, the process com« 
menced, and the charge being loudly 
read, evidence was summoned to sub« 
stantiate its tenour. Claudio's feelings 
were here wrought to the most painfull 
pitch, and raising himself upon his tip-* 
toe, he flung his eyes around to see if 
man were there who dared come laden 
with wilful perjury. Such a man there 
was! for through a narrow inlet at the 
further end some one walked forward^ 
dad in dingy garments, with a wetted 
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haxidkercEiief in His hand, artificial tre* 
ihulation on Ris limb?, and other hypo- 
crisies of affliction. Half knecEng, he 
paid obedience to the Marqtiis; theA 
rising, wiped his crocodile eyes, and dSs- 
flayed to the murmuring assembly the 
damned aspect of Pierre.. 

Had a spirit from the empyreum failea 
before him, Claudio couid not have 
known more consternation: and had the 
ugliest imp of hell sprung up beneath 
his nose, Ercolani could not have greeted 
hita with more grimace of horror. His 
instinctive jaws sprung to their widest 
latitude, apparently to emit the loathing 
of his stomach ; but nature was too much 
agitated to perform her functions, and 
every sensation found vent in the windy 
interjection — ha! which burst like the 
last note of a dying man. 
^ ..::.<"- 5rhe deposition of this base impostor 
:"!: riPtJw began; and the Italian listened to a 
'"''"-'' most plausible. — So speciously mi- 
ite, where his tie precluded its exposi*' 







tion; but brief and more acute in inflam- 
ing the auditory with suggestion than 
explanation, when any Knk in this vast 
chain oflies was brittle or defective. The 
-whole was^ ddivered in a grand impres- 
sive style. Pauses of emotion, appeals 
to the heart, and attestations of the di- 
'vinity were aptly timed. Truth herself 
was divested of her garb by fallacy ; and 
fialf forgetting its tendency, the Italian 
grew enamoured of the cheat. 

The beguiled Marquis sat like a con- 
Vert to despair: more than once the ag- 
gravated colours of the sanguine picture 
deprived him of serise; and before it 
could receive the last tint of falsehood, 
the court represented a concourse of 
madmqn. They leapt from their seats 
with frantic gestures, curses on their 
lips, shrieks, moans, and cries for aveng- 
ing sentence. Though on the verge of 
death, Claudio was calm as man can dare 
ro be. The abyss was yawning to in- 
gulph him, yet, unshrinking, be prefer- 
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red to split the bonds of life to tkose of^ 
his religion. But the mortal leap was 
still to venture, and he encountered the 
vindictive crowd with bold confronture; 
and springing conspicuous upon a naked 
pedestal, thrice waved his hand for au* 
dicnce. The uproar had momentary 
assuagement, but like a rebounding wave 
to collect auxiliar might-^for Julian^ 
whose splendid eyes. Eke Eghtningji 
danced with jJeasurc at the storm, no 
sooner beheld the position and attempt 
of the Cavalier, than he arose, with ve«. 
hemence, exclaiming, " Tis infamy, 'tis 
impiety to give him ear* Look, he 
would appeal to Heav-en I mockery and 
sacrilege f yet wisely done by him, whose 
deserts already are the worst. To judg^. 
ment — judgment befitting your convic- 
tion j lest his perjuries outrun hell's tor- 
tures, from the which we are faulty so 
to withhold him,"^ 

At this juncture thofe of official nomi* 
nation, unwilling that their importance 
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should be ravished away by anarchy and 
clamour^ interposed ^ and something 
akin to order was restored. Prepara- 
tions for legal barbarism were displayed 
in the numerous implements of torture ; 
and confession was demanded^ with the 
threat of its extortion, from the pre* 
sumed criminal. But this course was 
frustrated by the impetuous Erco* 
lani, who, noticing some voids in 
Pierre's discourse, which his own imar 
gination could not fill, loudly cried for a 
more ingenuous explanation; and fling- 
ing defiance at all ceremony, disturbed 
it with contumacious language. This 
produced quite a contrary e&ct to what 
the Squire in his honest simplicity ex- 
pected. ^ As his behaviour, when re- 
buked, scarcely fell short of outrage, he 
80 exasperated the self-sufficient, narrow- 
minded directors of the trial, that, dis- 
guising a wretched malice beneath the 
ostensible mark of vigilance in their de- 
partment, they pretended to consider 
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him as a probable, though an unmcn- 
tioned accomplice in his master's villany, 
and ordered the cruel question to be ap- 
lied to him. Here was Claudio most 
vulnerable. When he saw his incompa- 
rable follower pinched with anguish, yet 
braving midst it all, he could not longer 
smother the yelrflings of his sympathy ; 
but, bfeaking through to the bloody 
ttrretches, shouted for them to cease. 
«* What guilt th^re b^ alone in me dmb 
iie,'* criedhe, then sternly looking round, 
^ another*^ sufferitig makes that sl hutt 
Vehich else wefe virtue. Desist aftd in^ 
heart's secrecy U confined by ribs of 
brass. Continue lilsatiate of groans, 
2ind each as a bolt shall strike, to sum- 
inon truth already fair abroach.*' Thi», 
as meant, was unintelli^ble to all sav6 
jfuHafl, on ^hom it was effectual. Ef* 
tolaiii was unloosed, and weak, through 
jpain, he staggered to Claudio's arms;, 
his heart too full for words. He feinted 
trhcn heheard the sentence passed, a^d 
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in that condition was turned from the 

chateau; while his mastet heatd himself 

condemned to a cruel and ignominious 

deiath) amid the plausive acdamations df 

every one. Claudio was glad to escape 

them, though he was cast into the noi- 

ious filthiness of a subterranean duft* 

geon. There he was confined, and the 

last melancholy petition for a priest 

blftntly denied; probably through the 

•interference of Julian, who was well 

aware what danger to himself thence 

might spring. The evening sfoon Wasted, 

-the last Chudio expected to see, and he 

■pored upon the rearward gttmpst of 

fight which feH through a cleft in the 

wof, till his eyes grew dim, and dark- 

iress welcome. 

The busy noise over his head, caused 
itjf the throwing up of a straffold for the 
tragic morrow, oft Intruded into the 
Jtalian*s reverie the sharpest sense of his 
unhappy fate; the more bitter, ihas- 
much that he had not the consolatory 
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reflection of having in aught bettered 
Henri* So much was it the reverse, 
that the same procreative policy had 
contrived the deceit, of one's deat^i 
should in reality occasion the other's ; 
thus deriving from their friendship the 
consummation of his views* 

Glaudio's apprehension was novr 
grown clearer to the incidents by 
which Henri had been deluded into 
such merciless power^ and he perceived 
them to have been previously arranged; 
not brought about by chance or mira-^ 
de. Pierre was an implicit instrument 
of J Julian without doubt* The adven* 
ture in the eastern estate, with every 
circumstance of that hypocrite's pre* 
tended misguidance to the Forest of 
Pines, particularly the shrieks made 
and returned by the Squke and crea^ 
tures of Julian, and th« subsequent dis- 
charge of the pistol, tending to fright 
them like birds intot their enemies' nets^ 
were indubitable confirmations of hi$ 
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-viBany. And keen were the Italian's 
pangs when he Temeiiibered how nearly 
they had escaped the toU, hut for their 
own folly which entangled them ; and 
how slightly they had attended to the 
good priest, wliose curiosity concerning 
Kerre was succeeded by that adventure 
at the ferry. 

His own misfortunes Claudk) saw to 
be derived from his interference in 
those of Henri, for their present event 
bad risen in natural progression. He 
endeavoured to employ the few hours 
before his execution in meditative ab- 
straction; but his mind was not so 
gently to be divorced from its worldly 
interests. The aerial figure of the lost 
Camilla swam before liim, and all his 
firmness melted in the warmth of his 
tenderness; nor was it the least poig- 
nant of his reflections, that the benefi- 
cence and the patronage of Don Phflippo 
should so profusely have been wasted. 
Oi the character which would outlive 
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hkn he dared not tlunk» but from, 
wearied grief drawing stupid resigna- 
tion, he resigned himself to hopeless 
apathy. 

Towards the deep of midnight^ 
Claudio, prostrate on the floor, hag- 
gard and woeful, was disturbed by the 
trampling of a scuffle outside his 
dungeon ; it la&ted but an- instant^ for a 
mournful groaoi bespoke its fital finish 
in the death of a contender. The con- 
queror entering, discovered himself to 
be of Julian's train, and th^ Cavalier ex- 
pected to sheath in his breast the bloody 
dagger which the ruffian clenched. 

Great was his astonishment to hear 
himself directed to .rise and follow ! He 
obeyed without xepug^nce; as death 
was inevitable, 'twas trivial to Iiim 
where met; so, conducted by the man,, 
he quitted the prison^ at the mouth of 
which he saw the wretched guard, in 
thq.liy.ery of the Marquis, wallowing in 
the fuiQid mire of his own blood. In: 
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this assassination Claudio thought he 
beheld the rehearsal of his own ; but 
stiU resigned to that that he esteemed 
incontrovertible, he followed him, 
whom he supposed to be the agent. 
They threaded several passages in un- 
broken silence, and occasionally mount- 
ing flights of steps, emerged to the up- 
per stories of the house. No sound 
was stirring, and unobserved they en- 
tered an antichamber, the door of 
which was carefully shut by the guide, 
who put the key into his pocket, left 
his dim lamp, and proceeded into the 
room beyond. Thence Claudio distin- 
guished a low murmuring of voices: 
one of them he knew to be Julian's, for 
its deep modulations grated on his Feel- 
ings more awful and melancholy than a 
funeral knell: he soon entered, followed 
by the man with lights, which having 
disposed, he disappeared. 

Being left in stedfast counterview, 
the Conte beckoned invitingly to Clau- 
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. dio, who approached with a stately step 
and sedate aspect. Julian at once saw 
the difficulty of his project ; but the in- 
variableness of his mind, in executing 
was only to be paralleled by its pre- 
sumption in projecting. Glozing his 
tongue with guile, he depictured to the 
Italian every horror attendant on his 
situation ; without slighting any aggra- 
vatory addition which an exuberant 
fancy could invent, or keen penetration 
derive from the emotions of so circum- 
stanced an aucfitor; artfully seeking to 
stifle the upbraidings and execrations 
his perfidy deserved, with the incite- 
xnents of terror and dismay : but. his 
drift was disappointed, for Claudio 
being unsuspicious of aught but mali* 
cious irony or barbarous exultation in 
this discourse, refused to gratify qither; 
and, stedfast to his manly pride, en- 
deavoured to withhold the least token of 
feeling in those parts, at which the 
hardiest might naturally have trembled. 
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Perceiving how ineffectual was this 
opening,. Julian tartly added, — " What, 
are you already reconciled to a vulgar 
death and blasted reputation ?'*• 

In spite of control Claudio\, de- 
meanor became disordered with indig- 
nation, and he replied, — " As much as 
you dare be to their infliction." 

With a severe scornfulness, Julian 
said, — ^' Then 'twould be pitiable to 
avert your sentence, since measuring 
your repugnance by mine, it sjeems that 
death can never meet you fitter prepar- 
ed." 

** Never!" cried Claudio/ « The 
severer my sufferings, the higher my 
avengement. The first insure the lat- 
ter in your soul's perdition." 

Julian was not to be outdone in bold- 
jaesB of speech. Blasphemy and defiance 
. long had reigned upon his tongue : 
whether they had present sources in his 
heart was indiscoverable. But there- 
dxt times when in the mosthypocritical 

VOL. II. F 
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scelerate the sentiments and expressions 
are congenial. 

His impious and diabolic arguments 
burst if]pon Claudio like a thunder-<:lap : 
the more beautiful the form which gave 
them breath, the more infernal seemed 
the thoughts. Considerate that such un- 
checked profanation might attaint the 
hearer, Qaudio observed, " That use- 
less as the conversation was, 'twould be 
better to end it." 

Julian recollected himself and rejoined 
— ^^ It shall be ended, but not uselessly/' 
Then unlocking the door, — ^^ You are 
free to go. Prudence hath Had its 
day; now comes the bolder part of 
magnanimity. I repeat you are free to 

Claudio, who before was sunken in 
despondency, revived with this gleam 
of hope: yet no pusillanimous eager- 
ness agitated him, but he thoughtfully 
said, — ^^ I am not accustomed to live in 
infamy. Do justice to my reputation.*' 
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" His own good opinion is enough 
for an honest man," said Julian. 

** Such may overvalue it who have it 
not," added Claudio. " Liberty to my 
body will be vain, while my good name 
is in bonds," 

This fortitude Julian was not unpre- 
pared to meet : instead of combating it 
avowedly, he attempted to weaken and 
undermine it by insidious inuendos^ 
that in such a season all scruples might 
without baseness be relinquished. Then 
presuming upon the Cavalier's pietism, 
he with affected irritation, cried,— 
'* Look well that this nicety of honour 
partake not of the stubbornness of 
pride." Not discovering any decisive 
symptoms of irresolution in him whom 
he addressed, he with solemnity con- 
cluded,—" Be then a self-murderer* 
My part is finished." He then disap- 
peared. 

" I am still a man !" cried Claudio, 
his mind exalted by the enthusiasm of 

F 2 
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«elf.approval. But this triumph over 
the foibles of humanity was too un- 
natiHral to be of long duration. In the 
xnoment of exultation nearing to one of 
the windows, which overlooked a spa- 
cious court, how chilly turned his 
blocKi:, when in the midst of it he saw 
an elevated platform; and by the 
•moonbeams which glimmered upon 
.their steely points, the detestable ma- 
43hinery qf torture. His limbs antici- 
pated the utmost cruelty of the rack, 
and his heroism fainted in the anguish 
of his imagination ; so that Julian, 
whether or not he had foreseen the cir- 
cumftance, could not have re-entered 
more opportunely. 

Advancing close to the Cavalier, he 
presented some folded papers which he 
had brought, saying, — '*■ The sole term 
of your instant freedom is the delivery 
of these letters according to their super- 
scriptions.** 



% 
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Claudio almost inscMibly took thtm. 
Every direction was, •* To Genoa." 

*• 'Tis a long jourtiey," said Claudio, 
** and I have not the means of pctform- 
ance.** 

** You may go by sea," remarked 
JuKan. " The latter objections arc 
easily removed," producing a purse. 

He then continued, and gradually 
unfolding his desiras, insured their ac- 
ceptance by artfully invoking those 
generous passions which the heart of 
his auditor inherently enjoyed and 
nourished. 

When the Cavalier heard that Henri's 

[ fele depended upon his aSsent, and that 

at a- no very remote period a public act 

of reparation might justify himself and 

his friend, he gave it. 

Julian, joyful at success, drew his 
sWord and displayed it before Claudio, 
who positively declined the repetition 
6£ an oath. " I do not demand it," 
said Julian, foregoing his intention. 

^^3 
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** Your simple word as a man will sa- 
tisfy me, for the honour of an Italian 
will not allow you to forfeit it." The 
Cavalier reluctantly pledged it, and the 
Conte proceeded to give him strict direc- 
tions for his conduct ; accurately fore- 
warning him of many occurrences, and 
instructing him how to avail himself of 
them. He gave him particular advice 
by what method to elude observation 
t)r suspicion at the gates of Genoa ; and 
concluded by exhorting him to observe 
those instructions faithfully. All this 
passed without a candid disclosure of 
the motives J but *twas clear that some- 
thing of uncommon moment was a^- 
tating in the place of Claudio's destina- 
tion, in which the Conte was eminently 
interested. The Cavalier heard himself 
himself called upon to take a conspi- 
cuous part in the cause of Italy ; and as 
Julian departed, he recommended him 
to a speedy journey, and lingered to 
add, — '< The base of Germanic tyranny 
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is already undermined : it depends then 
upon yourself to participate in the 
united struggles of those glorious bre- 
thren, who will hurl it from the seat of 
usurpation, and re-establish the rights 
of men and natives." 

This was precisdy the vulnerable side 
of Claudio, for patriotism was the 
reigning interest of his breast, being 
rivalled only by his inextinguishable 
love. He overlooked the character of 
his employer, which being as irreducible 
to vulgar principles as his heart seemed 
inaccessible to vulgar feelings, was most 
to be suspected when it pretended such ; 
and no longer he felt averse from the 
undertaking. 

Such was the power of Julian, who 
soared above kingly attributes. Others 
might secure a man by shackling his 
limbs, but he won over to his party the 
will, and grafted despotism on principle. 

Claudio was soon joined by the same 
nian who had brought him from the 

^4 
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duagcony and who now signified to 
him tliat he was* appointed to liberate 
him from the chateau. Accordingly, 
they both quitted the chaitiber. As 
they went along, the Cavalier secured 
the papers in his bosom ; and passing 
through a gallery which encompassed 
the innermost courts he first inhaled 
the urtconfined breeze of freedomj evctt 
on the spot where no preparation was 
neglected for the solemnity of his exe- 
cution. But the narrowness of his 
escape checked every emotion of 
tnumph J and urged by his compa- 
nion, wIk) was fearful of discovery 
from the sentinels, though these were 
but few and widely scattered, he ex- 
erted \m haste, till descending^ a flight 
of steps, a small gate close to their foot 
was unlocked, and he found himself 
completely at large. 

They inclined rather to the left ; but 
as they passed round a clump of trees, 
the Cavalier was startled by the spright- 



^ 



THE fHREE BROTfHERS. I05 

ly; neighing of a horse : a hearty curSe 
followed this unseasonable noise, and 
when he came up to the place, he was 
suddenly snatched to the faithful breast 
of Ercolani. Their ttititual testimonies 
of pleasure were roughly reprehended 
by the ruffians, who were in great haste 
to return to their lodging. Compliant 
to their remonstrances, the Cavalier and 
his Squire motlnted j and directed what 
track to take, galloped off. But poor 
Ercolani's joints having been rudely 
treated in the morning, were not able 
to endure so violent an exercise ; and 
moderating their speed, the travellers 
exchanged accounts of what each had 
suffered since their parting. Ercolani 
confessed that his imprisonment was 
not unexpected; but that the result of 
the trial had plunged hxift in agdhyand 
despair. When he was turned from 
the gates, some of the Conte*s train pri- 
vately carried him to their quarters : 
by* them he was used with great lenity, 

^5 
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and his hurts assuaged. At present, 
his only sorrow was the loss of his dar- 
ling horse, which was left in the stables 
of the Marquis. His master felt no 
such check, but trotted merrily on, and 
participated in the gaieties of the open- 
ing morning. Far was he from ima- 
^ning that the disappointment his flight 
gave to those of the chateau was wreak- 
ed upon the benevolent GeoflFery, who 
became the victim to his liberty, as con- 
trived by Julian. The innocent old man 
was conmiitted to the dungeon, from 
which it was credited he had freed the 
former captive; and the continuance 
of his life was solely owing to some hid- 
den reasons of the Marquis, who, like 
many others, feared to enforce his power 
of punishment, though he Jiever could 
have a greater wiU. 
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CHAPTER V. 

O Youth, thy ills do make my manhood yeam 5 
Thou tread'st a path whereby there^s no return : 

. To game with Sin, 'tis so that thousands fell,. 
For God alone could sink to rise from hell: 
Thou stak*st thy sou), and shalt on Satan^s pool 
Be racked a. Villain, altho^ at worst a Fool. 
.Save thine, a most dire fate awaits thy Friend, 
Who blindly unto Genoa doth wend 5 
There-aids a dreamed of liberty to reach 

. 0*er fellow slain, as Moors attain a breach : 
Accurst was Chaos, accurst all Anarchy, 
When men live Murderers, or as Victims die! 

It is to be lamented that the genera- 
lity of mankind have a very mistaken 
and defective opinion of true courage. 
Courage, without alloy, in no man was , 
ever known to exiist; for fear, in a 
variety of shapes, is fashionable in 
nature ; in all somewhat, in many pre- 
dominant. The most common of pas- 
vsions, yet the iriost despised. All ^ad 

f6 
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to be thought cowards, thence their 
hypocrisy of valour ; most pernicious 
to the fool who practises it;, for the 
higher his fallacious character, the pro- 
, founder his abasement when brought 
to detection, which it is improbable he 
ever can elude. This deceit, so un- 
manly, which can but suspend the 
taunts of derision, whets them to the 
keenest edge when they fall; and by 
the wise is held a fouler folly than the 
weakness it is used to disguise. Al- 
though the concealment of cowardice 
heightens its infamy, no one can be 
found so truly a philosopher as frankly 
to profess his deficiency in courage. 
Nor is the evil confined to the pusilla- 
nimous. The invention of tongue- 
valour, and an ostentatious carriage, 
having confounded bravery with its 
counterfeit, has produced a silly rivalry 
among men ; who of the first class, are 
incessantly engaged in arrogant feats of 
audacity, merely to disprove any impu- 
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tation of their belonging to the latter. 
Prudence is exploded, lest it be con^ 
strued a derogation from resolution; 
those who should possess it, even join* 
the vulgar outcry; and paroxysms of 
temerity are all the admiration ; which, 
in fact, are no more worthy than the ebul- 
litions of despair. Inconsiderate they 
are how firmly genuine courage is in- 
grafted on virtue : that, like every thing 
else, it has its limits of propriety, be- 
yond which timidity may be moral, 
nay religious. 

Most of this may be exemplified in 
the weakness of the Chevalier Henri. 
How violent was his reluctance to re- 
sign himself to the probable visitation 
of sleep in that mystic chamber, whence 
so miraculously he disappeared ! yet the 
instances of the Cavalier, and the still 
more effectual derision which in them 
lurked, overcame his wisdom, by in- 
suiting his pride ; and the indignant 
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boy surrendered himself to repose m 
the yawning of destruction. 

But his mind was too harassed to ad- 
mit tranquillity. Supine upon the couch 
he laid ; his limbs throughout suffused 
with emotion, and scaring himself with 
dreadful apprehensions. A temporary 
coward, and a fanciful enthusiast ! Yet,, 
in the embattled field, this identiczJ 
youth was the darling of the war ; and,, 
though scarce bearded, he had shared, 
by manual might, many a thread of 
mature life, and encountered death in 
its hundred shapes* 

Superstition by day begets fanati- 
cism J by night visionary disquietude. 
Equanimity in light and darkness, cer- 
tainly must be an angelic characte- 
ristic ! 

Henri was not at all encouraged,, 
when, by the deep breathing of his. 
bed-fellow^, he judged him to be fast 
aslefcp. But he refrained from the like 
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senseless condition ; with difficulty, it 
is true, but with success ; for his vigi- 
lance was befriended by his terrors. 
These, in a little while, proved reason- 
able. A low rustling noise engaged his 
attention ; it paused, and was repeated 
many times : he was now convinced 
that mischief was hatching. 

Claudio remained locked in so heavy 
a sleep, that the motions of Henri, 
which were intended to break it, en- 
tirely failed. These were not very vio- 
lent, it may be presumed, for the Che- 
valier's interest was divided ; and his 
whisper in the inattentive ear of his 
friend, . interrupted by returns of the 
same mysterious noise. From its in- 
crease, he was aware that :som£ one h^d 
entered the room : how, or wherefore, 
he neither knew, nor had faculty to 
conjecture. Unable to move a muscle, 
he no longer had power to disturb the 
Italian ; but reeking with a damprsepul- 
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chral moisture, anticipated the horrors 
of unnatural dissolution. 

While his abilities were thus bewil- 
dered, he heard himself called in a very- 
low tone. Monsieur Henri! Monsieur 
Henri ! and, in the succeeding instant, 
his hand, which was hanging down the 
side of the bed, from his incapability to 
withdraw it, was grasped by substance 
too firm not to remove all apprehension 
of spiritual visitation. Assui^ed by the 
pressure, he nimbly leapt upon his feet 
from oflF the bed, and found before him 
the figure of a man, who recoiled as he 
arose. The beams of a lamp, which he 
had shrouded within the folds of his 
cloak, being released by the suddenness 
of his start, shone full upon the visage 
of the bearer ; and Henri at once recog- 
nised, and was bespoken to by Pierre. 
" Hush, for your life. Monsieur; if you 
have any regard for it, or that of your 
honourable friend." 

" But the motives of this intrusion — 
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what arc they,'* said Henri, in ai^ nn- 
dervoice. 

*' My affection and my duty,** re- 
plied the hypocrite, ^* which instigate 
me to brave every danger, rather than 
leave you unwarned of its approach. 
This house is a den of viUainy, my 
Lord! save ourselves, I know but of 
one honest heart past its threshold, and 
him I have procured to our aid." 

** Rouse the Cavalier,*' ordered Henri. 

** Hush !" said Pierre, and checked 
him. « What sound is that ?" The Che- 
vaKer's hand mechanically sought his 
8W<H'd, and when he listened, he heard, 
or thought he heard, an indistinct noise. 
At the expiration of a few moments, 
^ncing towards the door, from which 
no part of the security was removed, 
Henri asked his Squire how he had 
gairied admission. " By the advice of 
our assistant," answered Pierre, " Who 
showed me yonder passage, now only 
hrff concealed by the hangings. *Tis 



114 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

there he waits, for I would not sufFer , 
him to accompany me, lest the sight of 
a stranger should have provoked you, 
then uninstructed in our dilemma, to 
noisy hostility." 

" Bring in this man," said Henri. 

** It would be better for you to go to 
him," observed Pierre. " Our shrewd 
enemies may come eave's-dropping at 
the chamber door, and our chattering 
within will then prevent all chance of 
deliverance; measures for which it is 
necessary we quickly ^ould concert." 
He here, with an impatience which 
ought to have excited suspicion, urged 
the Chevalier to go; who, neglectful 
of appearances, in his credit to the 
tongue, consented, and moved in the 
direction pointed by his treacherous ser- 
vant, and left the Cavalier, whom he 
thought might reasonably be kept some 
minutes longer from alarm. 

As they passed beneath the upraised 
tapestry, whether by chance or design. 
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Henri, who was the forwarder, could 
not discover, but it dropped past Kerrc, 
and extinguished the lamp. This acci- 
dent threw them into total darkness, 
and the Chevalier stopt to reproach the 
negligence which he supposed had oc- 
casioned it. 

" We have not a dozen steps to go,*' 
said the Squire ; ^' and the loss is not 
irreparable. On boldly. Monsieur ; ce- 
lerity behoves us." He then led his 
master through the second chamber, 
and groping for its further outlet, 
pushed him forward. ^* How is this ?" 
cried Henri : " a second passage !" 

*' To security,** muttered the cun- 
ning wretch. *' The further the safer 
for our purpose. Monsieur! him we 
seek, is close at hand.** A faint ray of 
lightv, which quivered on the distant 
end of the wall, seemed a confirmation 
of this ; and they went on. At length, 
as Henri raised his foot; to quit the slcn* 
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der entry, his perfidious follower pro- 
pelled him with so forcible a thrust, 
that he reeled round the angle, and 
staggered into the arms of several ruf- 
fians, who instantly surrounded him. 
One wrested away his sword ; another 
threw himself upon him, and rudely 
disengaged his dagger; while the rest 
prevented resistance by force or outcry, 
by confining his limbs, and stuffing the 
borders of a garment into his mouth : 
Pierre, as they bore his victim away, 
triumphed within himself at the effect 
of his address, which, by the bye, was 
chiefly owing to chance. 

The Chevalier was perfectly^ con- 
founded by the abruptness of this mis- 
fortune. In an instant he was carried 
to a desolate apartment; therein lodged, 
manacled, and strictly watched ; but no 
further violence was ofiered; and the 
-distance of his keepers seemed that of 
respect. But this regpcot was only a 
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forbearance from personal insult; for 
his questions were mostly treated with 
obstinate inattention, and at the best 
witli indefinite answers. The hours 
found him thus tortured with anxiety, 
selfish , and friendly. His present con- 
dition was doubly aggravating, as he 
not only was ignorant of his own des- 
tiny, but of the Cavalier's fate. For 
the fellows were inexorably sullen ; and 
when his ferocious transports broke oflF 
the conference among themselves, they 
preserved towards him a* contemptuous 
silence. 

The sun rose high and still he was in 
suspense. About this time his guards 
were changed, and from the little audi- 
ble conversation which passed, he under- 
stood that they were preparing to quit 
the house with their mastier. Those 
who replaced them were less reserved, 
and very loquacious; but of haggard 
appearances and of ferodous tempers. 
Creatures, 'twixt whom and brutes, the 
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human form is the only difference : who 
next to bloody craft distinguish noisy 
humour, and derive their jests from the 
points of their stilettos : such are your 
back*stabbing wretches. 

However, their vociferous jollity re- 
'^dved the spirits of their captive, who 
eagerly asked them of the usage of 
Claudio. 

*' Set yourself at ease,'* returned one 
of these barbarous wits. " We are no 
bogglers in the trade. The man will be 
dealt with, and a double dose of arsenic 
will be the price.** 

" Of what?*' cried the Cavalier. 

" His life,** added the wretch. 

" And an exorbitant purchase too,** 
remarked a second; " for what is the 
gain in a filthy carcase? Paugh — ^paugh! 
a damned stinking bargain on my soul !*' 
These marvellous witticisms produced a 
most outrageous laughter, of which the 
loudest peals were rung by the utterers. 
If their thoughts were whimsical, *txs 
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a pity that their expressions so belied 
them! This despicable mirth was soon 
changed into consternation by a hideous 
tumult without, which transformed 
these gesticulating scofflers into still 
listeners. One of their comrades now 
rushed in. At first he was incapable of 
' disclosing his knowledge, but interroga- 
tion dre?w it forth ; and Henri's heart 
beat joyfully high with the understand- 
' ing that Claudio was escaped. 
]^i' ^^ Hell and all its imps!" exclaimed the 
villains at once. 

" Ay, and old Nicholas bleeding to 
death," continued the informant. 

" The worse for him," cried the 
others^ ** but for ourselves no time must 
be lost." 

That which no longer was to be de- 
ferred the Chevalier found to be the de- 
parture of several men with whom he 
was apprized that himself was associated. 
Strict orders were issued to these by him 
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who was invested with authority ; and 
to the few, who remained, unremitting 
watchfuhiess was recommended, and 
seasonable retreat in case of necessity to 
the subterranean recesses scooped within 
the mansion. When they came to move 
Henri, they told him that all opposition 
would be ineffectual, and he proved it 
as they said. If he contested, they used 
him proportionably rough. If he ob- 
jected to their illegality, they grinned 
contemptuously: and one, more savage 
than the rest, threatened with, his poni- 
ard. When he demanded to be brought 
to their leader, they said he was many 
hours journey distant, but must be obey- 
ed, as though personally present. Yet, 
Henri's indignation would not subside 
into submission ; and he rather was urged 
than guided to the margin of the neigh- 
bouring river; Thence he was embarked 
in a covered boat^ and being steered 
from the bank^ was warned that any 
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outrageous conduct would draw a per- 
nicious catastrophe. 

To any other but a disconsolate cap- 
tive, a progress up the noble Rhone 
could have afforded pastime and delight. 
But in losing his liberty, he had lost all 
zest for pleasure : for liberty is heavcn*s 
best • endowment, and the sublimest 
works of inanimate nature, in which we 
arc taught it is the will of the Creator 
to glorify himself in human wonder and 
admiration, become insipid, or at best 
objects of poignant regret to one so si- 
tuated. The faculties of the mind in 
general are injured by the abuse of the 
body; few possessing sufficient virtue or 
wisdom to preserve them untainted or 
unweakened, amid mortifications and 
disappointments. This is proved by 
numerous instances, in history, of men, 
whose illustrious talents have drawn 
down upon them the envy or suspicion 
of the powerful; wherefore they have 
been immured in rigorous confinementsi 
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which have effected the disarming them 
of their formidable qualities, by stigma* 
tizing their minds with so excessive a ti« 
midity, that their apprehensions have ever 
inclosed them in that prison from which 
they at length were liberated: but it was 
particularly and sadly evidenced by the 
events of young Henri's misfortune. 

The voyage proceeded without inter* 
ruptioB for several days, being ordered 
with a most diligent caution on the part 
of the men to whcmi Henri was commit- 
ted. They solicitously avoided any oc- 
casion wherefrom he might seize advan- 
tage to invc^e succour and deUverance; 
but deluding him by their air of rude 
mirth into a mean opinion of this vigi- 
lance, they allowed him to amuse his 
anxiety with a series of plans, which, 
however plausible when provided for 
remote casualties, were nevertheless im- 
practicable when brought to the triaL 

Such successive defeats tQ his heartiest 
expectations, of which one sa interested 
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cannot be presumed an impartial judge, 
had the most arbitrary effects on his ju- 
venile (tisposition. 

Unacquainted till now ^th the bitter- 
ness of disappointment, his spirits sunk 
beneath the burden of their increase: 
in proportion as the hopes of regain- 
ing his former prosperity diminished, 
he lost the fortitude requisite to sup- 
port the derogatory reverse: but being 
too proud to expose this grief to the 
observation of the malicious keepers, he 
concealed it from them beneath a de- 
meanor of cold reserve, and an affected 
abstractedness in contemplation. He 
would sit for hours with his eyes intent 
on the sun-beams which floated on the 
waters, till, dazzled with the glory, they 
closed in darkness ; and his brain, giddy 
witli warmth of climate and passion, 
was on the verge of bursting into mad- 
ness : but a pause of consideration dis- 
closed the futility of any outrage, and 
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the ridicule which would follow had no 
jslight tendency to suppress it. 

As all projects, of which force was the 
foundation, seemed inadequate to the 
attainment of his wish, his natural and 
national impetuosity was so greatly . 
humbled by this conviction, as at length 
to subside : his mind, disengaged from 
its rash influence, pondered on the most 
probable modes of arriving at its object, 
and in the end determined to forego, its 
present haughtiness of carriage, and try 
the more promising, though less honour- 
able substitution of art and address. 
As this resolution may seem strange, in- 
somuch that it misbecame a noblemaa 
and a warrior j it must be considered, that 
his impatience of restraint was now great- 
ly abated by its continuance, and there- 
fore submitted with a better grace to 
unwind the intricacies of finesse: for the 
spirit of a Uon may be tamed in bonds, 
and that of the Chevalier partook more 
of passion thanreason# Besides, by expe- 
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riendng a total disregard to cither the 
pompous importance of his name, on 
which he had been taught to found 
pretensions to pre-eminence, or the 
^achievements of his personal prowess, 
which ever had been reflected with a sy- 
cophantic aggravation, he had gradually 
fallen in his presumption ; till the osteix- 
tation of integrity^ founded less on prin- 
ciple thanarrogance, relaxed, temporized 
with his condition, and at length ceased 
any compunctious emotion which might 
disengage lum from the pursuit of so 
<lisreputable ^ scheme. 

But the evil was still more extensive. 
Hitherto Henri had never been engaged 
in any independent action, therefore his 
mind was ill provided for contingencies ; 
and now for the first time, being reduced 
to the resources of its own ingenuity, 
these, from their never yet having been 
brought into play, required a long exa- 
mination into their feasibility; so that 
after such a discussion to adopt disho- 

<>3 
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nourable measures. Instanced a great de- 
' generacy or natural feebleness of intd- 
lect : more particularly, as he was unac* 
quainted with any perverseness of so- 
,phistry by which men bewilder them- 
selves, but boldly decided against prjp- 
pricty and honour when they lay undis- 
guised to common sense. 

In conforming to the humours of 
those he sought to deceive, his assiduity 
was so incessant, that in a very little while 
he was admitted an importunate partner 
in their jollity ; and ever agitated with a 
desire of distinction, he strained his abi- 
lities, which in moments of fervor he 
supposed to be equal to the most elevated 
station, to the acquirement of qualities 
most in repute among the crew. In this 
he succeeded ; and could the former com- 
panions of Henri now have witnessed 
him, how would they have bluslicd to 
have recognized a favourite friend mi- 
nistring to the entertainment of a few 
disgusting and contemptible wretches, 
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with all the accommodating meanness of 
a jester ! 

However, the Chevalier persisted with 
obstinacy, and even with heartiness, till 
his exertions, which were chiefly imita- 
tive of the manners of his comrades, on 
account of the natural susceptibility of 
his disposition, recoiled, in a great mea- 
sure, to his own injury and derogation. 
h is well known, that many, by the silly 
mimicry of some unlucky feature in the 
aspect of another, have themselves fallen 
into the like deformity. Similar to this 
was the fiite of Henri, who was unabte 
to resist a contagious example, to which 
he was familiarized by incessant imita- 
tion ; but, by an extraordinary but pro- 
gressive revolution in his tempet*, bccamfc 
the victim of his own cunning, and axon* 
vert to those plebeian manners for which 
he so plausibly had affected a relish. Nor 
can such a change be surprizing; for if 
^e lineaments and features of the visage 

04 
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be SO pKable as to adopt the expressions 
and distortions of another, how much 
more so are those of the mind? which 
mind, in the generality of young men, as 
in Henri, is little more than a mirror 
that reflects the images of those who 
pass before it« Such is the almightiness 
of habit, that it can overconie the ori- 
ginal disposition, even when it be forti- 
fied by the force of precept ; then how 
much more easily so unprincipled a mind 
as the Chevalier's ? If some of the vilest 
creatures that qvet breathed are digni- 
fied by the style of great, it is given by 
our wonder ^t that self-collection of mind, 
wl^h can be all things with all men, and 
yet always is itself ; can travel the dark 
lal^rinth of intrigue without embarrass- 
ment; and, like a subterranean tor- 
rent, accommodate its courses to any 
crookedness of channel, until it knew to . 
gush into day with the full tide of suc- 
cess. Such deceit is the height of hu- 
man ability, and. stands with grandeur . 
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upon record; but the wider a deviation 
from rectitude the stronger should be 
the faculty, for craft, by those of under 
talents, will infallibly be found to be an 
Instrument most galling to themselves. 
So the unlucky Chevalier experienced; 
who, consonant withan unmanly maxim 
of prudential subtilty, stooped before the 
blast J but, by bending so constantly in 
one direction, lost his former spring and 
elasticity with every probability of their 
recovery. 

But the greater this alteration in his 
sentiments, the greater his contentment; 
for his vivacity, which constrtution!illy 
was brisk, being kept in continual exer- 
cise, inspired so constant a flow of good 
humour, that time glided by, and retro- 
spection faded on his sight. With the 
idea of fulfilling his deceptive part, he 
voluntarily undertook little offices neces- 
sary towards the wafture of the bark; 
and the diversion he derived from this 

05 
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activity contributed much to recondle 
him to its humility. 

His very qualities and tendencies were 
likewise degraded and villanized to a 
subserviency in promoting his transfor- 
mation. Ever accustomed to be treated 
with that praise which so indiscrimi* 
nately is lavished on all of birth and for- 
tune, he felt a pain at its being withheld^ 
which greatly instigated him in the as- 
sumption and display of those talents, 
on which he heard the crew bestchv such 
warmth of eulogy : and when this at 
length was enjoyed by himself, he was 
inconsiderate how much the worth of 
commendation depends on the merits 
of the giver, but gave himself up to the 
persuasion that it must be the just tri- 
bute to his deserts, since the men could 
^Lful no interest in flattering him. But 
this was mere folly, and serious only on 
account of its influencing the present cir- 
cumstances. Other causes promised 
more fatal effects in the evil bias, which 
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they gave to qualities inherent to his na- 
ture. 

As his courage was chiefly constitu- 
tiopal, it required the utmost art of mo- 
ral education to obliterate from it any 
tincture of ferocity. This had not been 
applied. His propriety of carriage dur* 
ing his military career did honour to 
his heart, but was not the result of any 
fundamental principle, or of genuine 
magnanimity. The aim of the French 
officers in those days was to acquire the 
reputation of possessing those generous, 
captivating traits of character, which 
eminently distinguished theif Prince. 
The generosity and gallantry of Francis 
diffused itself throughout his armies to 
the most subordinate ranks ; and so far 
from exhibiting a reverse of manners, 
Henri bestirred in the general rivalship 
with some accumulation of fame; for" 
possessing no determined character of 
his own, yet a considerable sensibility, 
he was open to every impression, and 
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depended entirely upon the chance of 
their being worthy for his own goodness. 
Chance now had turned against him ; for 
during his familiarity with the ruflians,* 
he heard numerous details of exploits 
enacted by themselves and brethren; 
These caught his attention. He gave 
ear with credulity ; and as these stories 
partook of the perfidious and crud, 
though enterprising dispositions of the 
relaters, they did him an essential injury.* 
Overlooking the baseness and despair of 
the perpetrators, and admiring only the 
boldness and hazard of the deeds, his 
lively imagination drew various pictures 
of that. man's aggrandizement in valor- 
qus reputation, who could achieve them : 
then ever reverting with presumptuous 
egotism to his awn intrepidity, he mea- 
sured it by that of a bravo; and from 
often conceiting himself in the situations 
he heard described, he began to imbibe 
much of that brutality which prevails 
among men of so desperate a profession. 
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Thus he was hurried from an honour* 
able and exalted path of life, and by a 
coincidence of circumstances rendered', 
every hour, less deserving or able to re- 
gain and become it. 

• Meantime the voyage was protracted 
by frequent cessations at solitary places 
dn the shore ; and otherwise was con- 
ducted in so desultory and overcautious 
a manner, that many weeks were con* 
sumed before the majority of the crew 
debarked, and, carrying the Cavalier in 
their company, turned towards the 
eastern frontier. They then performed 
as wearisome a journey through the 
country of Savoy. Their solicitude for 
the security of their charge made them 
jealous of any neighbourhood that might 
endanger itj wherefore they pursued 
the most cu-cuitous tracts for the sake 
of obscurity and secrecy: seldom, but 
at the setting in of night, did they ad- 
vance into the populous vallies ; and 
then they chose, with much precisions 
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those hovels wherein to lodge, which- 
were the most remote from the village^ 
and imbosomed in shade and silence. 

Any communication between Henri 
and the peasantry was prevented by 
their intervention. They covered him 
with a cloak similar to their own ; and 
to prevent any observation of a dif- 
ference in quality, they comported 
themselves with the rudeness of fellow- 
ship. He walked or rode just' as they 
did; subsisted on the same indelicate 
victuals; and bore his part in the songs 
which they employed to beguile the 
time. 

Notwithfiancfing their watchfulness- 
and precaution, opportunities frequently 
occurred, in which every foresight and 
vigilance might have been baffled by 
enterprise and courage. Biit most of 
Henri's spirit seemed to be wasted on 
the chimerical exploits which he per- 
formed infancy; or, perhaps, he was 
too nicely prudent, and was deterred by 
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the fear of prevention; an accident 
^hich at once would distract his 
scheme, by disclosing the artifice on 
which it depended ; consequently would 
jweclude any hereafter probability of an 
escape. He therefore declined any at* 
tempt when he had a doubt of its sue* 
cess« 

As he had been familiarized to fatigue 
and weather in his military capacity, he 
experienced but slight inconveniency 
£rom a long series of travelling beneath 
the inclemency of winter, which over- 
took them on the way, as whole weeks 
were idled away in places that suited ; 
and his briskness being in constant oc- 
cupation, dyed his cheeks with the rud- 
diest glow of vigorous health. But 
now they had descended into the ample 
plains of Lombardy, and had over- 
passed a large space of the Mil^ese. 
It there was manifest, that no shower 
of war had swept over, but a cruel hur- 
ricane } for the fields were wasted, the 
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Villages depojmhted, the bulwarks sRat- 
tered down, the herds dispersed. Henri's 
spirits underwent a temporary depres- 
sion whenever he reflected on the cala- 
mities which his nation had endured in 
that unhicky country ; and his imagi- 
nation having taken a fanatical turn, 

revolved the most unreasonable, because 

• • • 

the most impracticable, modes for *^ its 
recovery; in the furthering of which 
his own courage and conduct were to ' 
predominate, for the process of an en- 
tire campaign was often acted in idea. 

But his arrival on the confines o£ 
Bergamasco, a frontier division of the 
Venetian territory towards Milan, in- 
terrupted these phantasms, and con- 
tracted his cares to a more selfish circle. 
The nearer they approached the possess 
sions of the republic, the higher the 
ruffiSife were exhilarated, and tlie more 
they relaxed their guardage of the Che- 
valier, who, foreseeing their speedy ar- 
rival at the place of destination, re- 
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solved, while it was in his power, to 
avoid it by flight, and that without de- 
lay. But no opportunity for some time 
appeared, unaccompanied by a daunting 
degree of peril: the "first propitious 
moment offered itself on the margin of 
-the Lake di Garda. The men stopped 
it a small cottage for refreshment. 
Henri had preconcerted the most pro- 
bable means of executing his intention, 
and, in providence for ah opportunity, 
had, for the last two or three day«, 
iiFcfted to be much fatigued, and be- 
numbed by the frost ; more particularly 
that morning. Hid complaints com- 
jfletely imposed on the guard, who 
even conveyed him on their shoulders 
the length of a furlong ; and assured of 
jus inability to flee, who scarcely' could 
move a foot, they left him to his re- 
pose, while they withdrew to recruit 
their stomachs, and indulge in converse 
with the tenants of the house, by whom 
they were well known» 
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Henri knew himsdf disregarded, and 
prompdy divesting his body of the 
cumbersome doak, he opened a narrow 
doo^ beside the window, beneath which 
the stream washed the walls, and de- 
scended a few steps, which projected 
into the lake, and were used by the 
people for the greater facility of getting^ 
water. He boldly leapt upon the icy 
surface, which was so thin that it fdl 
beneath him; but, as the water was 
shallow in those parts, it did not rise 
above his knees : he attempted to re- 
gain the bank, but was prevented by a 
plantation that ran closely along the 
brink of the waters, and appertained ta 
the house. This circumstance discovered 
him to the ruffians, who were alarmed 
by the splashing of the water and the 
cracking of the ice, whik they recreated 
in an upper room^ 

The poor Chevalier was nearly con- 
founded by this detection J but his 
mask of duplicity bang seen through,, 
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there was no alternative but flight, or 
pufillanimous surrender. Without he- 
sitation he persisted in the former, and 
sped inland. His footsteps were traced 
in the snow, though he fled with almost 
invisible fleetness to a hctllow dell, be- 
set with shrubs that were devoid of 
any leafy shelter; thence he emerged 
on an opposite eminence, where a wide 
prospect burst on his sight, bounded by 
jhills of alpine magnitude, and studded 
.with the unconnected houses of an ex- 
tensive hamlet. There he stopped for 
breath ; but the cries of pursuit rijang^ 
in his ears, he dashed down the decli* 
yity with desperate velocity. He soon 
e^diausted bis strengh, and observing a 
solitary cottage on the brow of a little 
hill, not many roods to the right, he 
turii^d towards it. He opened a slight 
wicket, ran through the garden, enter- 
ed^ and demanded shelter. A stout 
man, somewhat past the middle age» 
was sitting behind a bench, employed 
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in the poHshing and whetting the bladei^ 
of some stillettos : he arose at this in- 
trusion, but understanding its inofieii« 
siveness, and importuned by supplica- 
tions and promises most t^olubly ut-^ 
tered^ he pointed towards a stair-case* 
The Chevalier conceived his meaning, 
and waving aD ceremony of thanks,. ra> 
pidly ascended to an upper room j there', 
breathless and thoughtfess, he flung^ 
himself along a coarse pallet. He heard 
the voices of men below, and soott hfe 
recognized several of them. Thcit 
tones were hearty and familiar, and, 
with painful solicitude, he hearkened 
to inquiries concerning himself. A mi- 
nute determined his fate; for before it 
could run out, he beheld himself again 
a captive. - 

" Oho !'* exclaimed his keepers, who 
entered with a similar irony impriiit'ed: 
on all their faces j " your wishes we 
find have outrun your abilities ; or was 
all this hurry only made to send you 
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to sleep ? Well, you have had your fro- 
lic, and in good time ; for it is the last 
you'll take : we will answer for that." 
Saying this, they urged him to rise ; 
at length, he sullenly complied, and in 
their company went down into the first 
apartment. There his passion broke 
through jevery restraint^ and discharged 
a storm of invectives and upbraidings 
a^inst the perfidy and inhospitality of 
the host, ' who was reading a note 
brpught him by a man who had en- 
tered at the same time with Henri's 
pursuers ; and that he continued to do^ 
notwithstanding the Chevaliei;*Sj viru- 
lence. But so puerile a rage could not 
fail to divert the other men j and, after 
a tumultuous laughter, one of them 
jestingly said, " How little a silly sheep 
dreams when running away from the 
wolf, of popping into its very hole! 
Why, Monsieur i the Spirit amoved you 
off purposely to conduct us to our 
friend Ricardos/' 
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The name of Ricardds struck Hentl 
dumb with consternation : he looked 
attentively on the wretch so nominated^ 
and he thought that he could unravel, 
in his dark physiognomy, every linta^ ' 
ment, expressive of the various malig^' ' 
nities, barbarities, and treacheries whtcfi ' 
Glauctio had represented hixtt to have' 
practised. 

The last speaker, seeing that Ricaf dot 
had perused the paper, turned his at- 
tention from the Chevalier, and asked; 
what was the news from the Conte. 

Ricardos, who was become of impor« 
tance in the retinue of JuBin, repUed, 
*' Too serious to be frivolously spo- 
ken of/* «^ Ha!" said the other} 
*^ has there been any failure at Ge- 
noa ?'* 

" I know not the particulars,'* an- 
swered Ricardos, *' being dispatched' 
homeward some time before the mine 
was sprung. But as this letter warns ' 
me that the Conte is retummg; I ap« 
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prehend that all hath not gone as heart 
would wish.** 

<< I wish fifty thousand times over 
and over agsdn/* said the other , *^ that 
I had been emj^oyed like a man in the 
carving and spirting at Genoa,* rather 
than to sit over such an tmfledged ban- 
tam as that youth.** 

^ Who is he?** asked Ricardos. The 
aaswer begot a discourse^'iwhieh was 
conducted t£te a t£te, till Ricardos, af- 
ter having several times ejaculated the 
word Marquis, turned to the courier 
who had brought the letter, and or* 
dered him to precede to the Castle* 

* It may strike the reader as very unreasonable 
to protract Henri's journey, which is so very bar^ 
ren of occurrence^ to a length of time equal to that 
during which so many adventures befel Claudio 
as have been set fortli in the beginningt and shall 
be towards the end of this volume. I should feel 
it inexcusable^ did I not know it to be absolutely 
necessary to the harmony of the story; to im- 
prove which, this is neither the first or the last 
time that I have perverted nature and history. 
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*' Whither," said he to Henri's guards,. 
^^ you also must go to commit your 
prisoner; but afterwards you must ac- 
company me to meet the Conte at a 
village one -day'^ journey distant ; for^ 
in crossing the neighbouring lordships, it 
becomes him to make a splendid parade." 

He then signified his intention to ac- 
company them to the Castle, for the 
purpose of providing horses and.thdr 
furniture; and so ended a conversa^ 
tion throughout uuheard by Henri, 
who was stunned by his own wailings« 

As they walked very leisurely, they 
were about two hours in reaching the 
Casde. At the end of that time they 
crossed the valley, on which opposite 
Side it stood, mounted the gates, and 
applied for admission. It was granted 
with much of that ceremonious cau- 
tion established in fortresses under the 
apprehensions of a siege. 

The ramparts were -dgilantly al- 
though not oumerously patroled ; and 
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the appearances in every quarter wit- 
nessed distrust and fear. Henri's feel- 
ings were sharpened by the prospect of 
a pbce in which each step remmded 
him of Claudio's story ; and being led 
into the main building, his memory 
was so lively, that he instantly knew 
himself to be in the marble hall, accu- 
rately described by his friend. His con- 
templations were distracted by loud to- 
kens of festivity in an adjoining apart- 
ment, of which the door being un- 
folded, disclosed the partial view of a 
large company, chiefly men in military 
uniforms, seated about a table over- 
spread with delicacies. A lady becom- 
ingly habited came forth. Her stature 
was graceful, and of a height best calcu- 
lated to awe; but her air derogated 
from its majesty, being careless, giddy, 
and inconstant; like numbers of her 
sex, whose thoughts are never worse 
than when they pretend not to think 
at all. Her steps were affectedly timid, 
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short, and unequal ; but a physiogno- 
mist could not have been deceived ; for 
her oyes were full, dark, and fiery. 
Her hair was deep and short, and, en- 
twined into amorous ringlets, encom- 
passed her head with the beautiful co- 
ronet of nature. In fine, she at that 
moment realized every idea an Epicu- 
rean could entertain of a woman Mith 
dispositions answerable to his own ; an 
ineffable voluptuousness was diffused 
about her figure ; and her countenance, 
composed of features elegantly grouped, 
was highly flushed with inebriation of 
vein or fancy. 

As their mistress passed them, the men 
paid her an obeisance, which must have 
passed unnoticed, but for the cavalier 
appearance of Henri, who attracted 
her attention. The feminine passions, 
which ever were wakeful in her bosom, 
being inflamed by the banquet, and 
fanned by the comeliness of the yOutig 
man, over-^ruled every principle, save 



k 



T«E THREE BROTHERS. l^J 

those of vanity : ambitious to obtiin his 
-admiration who had ravished her's, she 
jissu4ii€d a manner most likely to suc- 
ceed, and fixed on him a stedfost im- 
modest g^ze. 

As he was not yet familiarized to tlic 
company of females, having spent his 
life on his father's provincial estate, or 
in tjie camp, Henri felt aukward be- 
neath so strict a regard ; and somewhat 
disgusted, looked down in great confu- 
sion. 

Delicacy is the more lovely in pro- 
portion to its being less expected in 
•man : many women behold it with es- 
'teem, but few with virtuous admira- 
tion. Their every passion finds gratifi- 
cation in conquering it ; for the greater 
the difliculty, the higher their ardour. 
To teach the heart to love, to pervert 
scruples of modesty, and make them 
the zest of vice, are temptations of the 
first magnitude. Larina di Fiascano 
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felt them so : from that instant Henri 
was the object of her wishes and sunUU 
tion. With an agitated but determined 
heart, she ascended the broad flight of 
steps, and was lost in the gallery that* 
ran along the sides of the hall. 

Freed from her presence, the men 
guided their charge through a labyrinth 
of subterranean passages, till they ar- 
rived at the appointed place. It was a 
spacious chamber, or rather dungeon, 
scooped out of the womb of the rock ; 
and it shewed a strong evidence of an- 
tiquity, for towards the vault, were 
many clefts. The ruffians were steeled 
against compassion, and deaf to remon- 
strance; for, thrusting the Chevalier 
into it, they left him a dejected pri- 
soner^ 

He saw himself captived from incon- 
xeivable motives and ends, led into a 
foreign land, and flung into an immure 
pertaining to that house, of which xc- 
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port and circumstance proved the mas-^ 
ter to be eminent among villains. Every* 
conjecture seemed unreasonable when 
brought to discussion : the more ter- 
rible his apprehensions, the more pro-- 
bable he thought them j but time only; 
could ascertain their justnessr 



While his friend was - yet voyaging 
up the Rhone, CUudio embarked at 
Marseilles; and, watted by propitious 
gales, soon entered the gulph of Genoa. 
The voyage, though short and speedy, 
seemed of an intolerable continuance to 
his eagerness, as expectation kept him 
in unabating impatience; but, though 
the mere fracture of a seal could have 
resolved every doubt, and gratified his: 
curiosity, yet Julian never could have 
better shewn his penetrative powers, 
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' * than in confiding on the Cavalier's no- 
ble .fidelity. 

As the ship was an indefensible gal- 
ley ,r its captain no longer daredto launch^ 
into the open sea, which was cruelly in- 
fested by the Algerine and Tunisian 
corsairs. Although their nominal So- 
vereign, the Sublime Seignior, was in 
strict friendship with Francis of France, 

mm 

even to the detaching of an auxihary 
fleet into those parts, these barbarians, 
enraj^d and galled vrtth the: dhstetise- 
iheiit imp«1al CKarles^had pferson^Uy itt^ 
flicted, pursued their pirafeies witSi atf 
their riativ6 Kcentibusftess^ i^einforcai 
with the desire of revenge,, and haU 
to\ved by the- bloody doittri^s? of t?hei4« 
i^cUgiOil, which trtstigsitc ail irldi'Scrimi- 
' Aate hostility to' whsttsoevcr bea^s^ the 
name of Christian : and these* dii»€u»i- 
Stances necessitated fhe crew to ^rttfy 
along the ItaKan coast. At length 
they passed the port of Savona, and 
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Ckudio with pleasure heard that he was 
within a few leagues o£ Genoa. 

In due time he arrived, and that no- 
ble city displayed every attraction to 
the prospective stranger. The captain 
at first attempted to carry his vessel in- 
to the Daxsena, or lesser harbour ; but 
he was forbidden, for within it was 
mooted the fleet of the republic. This 
disappointment irritated the sailor ; and, 
with the blended vanity and bolster ous- 
ness of his nature and his profession^ 
he declaimed ^S^anst the whole state. 
** These solcma black-whiskered repub- 
Ticdoa^ wksx prate sa much about Hberty, 
know the least about it : or would they 
be so much afraid of a peep into their 
harbours ? Give them the same thing 
with a different name, and they're con- 
tested. Tickle their ears, and you may 
lead them by the nose. Let their King 
be called a Doge, and they think no- 
thing of the power he possesses, Write 
Hberty on the wliip, and you may flay 

H4 



1S2 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

them. A Doge! what an unchristian 
<ound ! Now, King ; methinks th^re is 
a meaning in that word. If any one 
say King Francis, I understand him : 
besides, there's scriptural authority for 
it, which I defy a Doge to prove. Aha, 
give me a King! a good one, who — 
doesn*t stop up his harbours/* 

Claudio was disembarked upon the 
mole, and bidding ferewel to the viru- 
lent Gaul, hurried towards the marine 
gate of St. Thomas. Through this Ju- 
lian had directed him to pass;^ and he 
precautioned Ercolani not to show sur- 
prise or disconcertion at whatever might 
happen. 

When the Cavalier, according to the 
custom, was asked what was his name, 
the oflBcious Squire interposed, and 
pompously announced, Don Clau — j 
further pronunciation was prevented by 
his master, who vehemently checked 
him, and stepping forward, gave a fic- 
titious name, which had been suggested 
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by the Conte : it being indistinctly de- 
livered, he was desired to repeat it ; but 
not before looking eagerly around,' he 
had espied within, a whimsical buf- 
foon, who was entertaining several of 
the populace with his mummery. Of 
such a man he was apprised, and ob- 
serving that in the height of his tricks 
he gave a secret attention to whatever 
was acted at the gate, the Cavalier ut- 
tered, in an audible tone, the name 
which had been misunderstood. Hear- 
ing this, the mimic paused, cautiously 
bending on Claudio the intelligence of 
his dark eyes ; he then performed some 
agile feat, and spun from the circle of 
his admirers. 

When the officers had noted down 
the answers to such questions as they 
pleased to put, they permitted the tnu 
vellers to enter. Not having any bag- 
gage to justify further detention, they 
freely proceeded, and crossed the great 
street. Before they were advanced 
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many yardSj the buffoon re-ippeared; 
and dancing up to Claudio, seemed, by 
the drollery of his attitudes, to be en- 
deavouring to excite his applause and 
liberality; while, in a peculiar dialect, 
he recited verses with volubility. For 
this occurrence the Cavalier was not 
unprepared- To identify whether the 
fellow were really him whom he . ex- 
pected to meet, he drew from his purse 
a valuable piece of money, and offered 
it. This test disclosed the falsity of 
his beggarly exterior, for he scornfully 
turned upon his heel, afid walked nim- 
bly away. Claudio instantly commafnded 
Ercolani to await his return without' 
stirring from the place ; and, consonant 
to Julian's instructions, followed the sup- 
posititious buffoon. . He observed him 
oftentimes to look curiously backwards ; 
and, certain now of his object, he has* 
tencd to overtake him. This he soon 
did ; but when he came abreast of him, 
^1^ 4>tl;ier took no notice perceptible by 
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the passengers, but without shortening 
his §teps, or turning his head, suddenly 
said, " Where do you lodge ?" " At 
the Golden Snake,'* replied Claudio in 
a low voice. The man was fully satis- 
fie4 with the Cavalier's answer, which 
wa^ one of secret cognition ; and said, 

" Are you of importance ?" 

" I bring dispatches with me/* 

" Whence ?" 

^ From France." At that moment 
they began to cro^s a wide area before 
the convent of the Dominicans. ^ Ob- 
^yerve and ren^iemher this place," said > 
the man. 

. Claudio raised his eyes from the 
earth, and, for the first time during this 
itinerary discourse, surveyed the sur- 
rounding scene. Having remarked the 
most prominent objects, he affirmed 
ihaK he could not forget them. " Be 
here then an hour after sunset," srid 
the other. " To avoid present remark, 
COntiiVUC to yonder street on the right; 
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it will bring you to one parallel with 
this, by which you may return. Fare- 
well!" concluded the strange convef- 
sation. 

The Cavalier obeyed the prudential di- 
rection, and by a different route rejoined 
his Squire. He was greatly surpriseti to 
find the latter engaged by the whimsi- 
calities of the buffoon, who already had 
resumed his post and his part to the in- 
finite diversion of the guard that pro- 
tected the gate. A motley concourse of 
travellers just then entering, principally 
composed of friars, mendicant pilgrims, 
itinerant comedians, jugglers, &c.^ Clau- 
dio thought he could discern beneath 
their devotional and ludicrous habits a 
martial stride and bc^d demeanour far 
from compatibility. Nor did his suspi- 
cions in the least diminish when he saw 
the aforementioned actor dexterously 
whirl into the midst of the groupe ; for 
though to the populace he might seem 
intent only to the promoting bis own 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 1 57 

profit, Claudio, aware of the deceit, 
detected his almost imperceptible com* 
merce with the travellers, and became 
assured from his arts and address, that 
he was commissioned by some higher 
power to secure and instruct all of a cer- 
tain faction who entered in that quarter; 
and he doubted not there were others of 
similar appointment at every place of 
admission around the city. 

By this developement of an individual, 
his curiosity was increased to penetrate 
into the main springs of so mysterious 
though extensive an affair; and he waited 
with a very poor grace the setting in of 
night. An open house of reception 
was very ill adapted for profound re- 
searches ; so the Cavalier was without 
the consolation of a specious surmise till 
the close of day. 

The hour of elucidation being nearly 
come, the Cavalier threw his cloak over 
his shoulders, and hastened to the as- 
signation. His impatience hurried him 
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before his time, for the clock twice 
chimed the quarters before he, whom he 
waited for, appeared. The night being 
bleak, he spent this tedious interval ia 
pacing to wd fro, till he was startled by 
the approach of a man in the h^bilifnents 
and with the badges of an officer of the 
police. An address from one of his or- 
der in such a season, would have been 
particularly unwelcome; soClaudiocon^ 
siderately ^hmk within the porch of 
the convent., which projected archwise. . 
But, luckily as it proved, his caxition 
did not elude remark ; for the pretended 
officer came to the place of his conceal- 
ment, and disclosed himself to be thtf / 
v.cry man the Cavalier expected ; and 
thus disguised for evident ^J:^easoDs• 
After a mutual recognition, every need- 
less word was dispensed with, ,and 
Mjnply what ensued was, " Follow! and 
be silent !'* A command and injunction 
Claudio obeyed and respected. 
They walked nimbly on, till they at-? 
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rived in a part of the city apparently aft- 
signed to plebeianism and wretchedness; 
for the streets were narrowed into alleys, 
of which many were nearly impassable* 
The night spread a melancholy gloom 
over the way, and the Cavalier, com^ 
pletely unpractised in its difficulties^ ex- 
perienced impediments where his guide 
trod with assurance and celerity. 

This wearisome track terminated in a 
vast assemblage of ruins. These Claudio 
.tx)nceived to be the skeleton of a citadel, 
by which the French had formerly kept 
the citizens in subjection and awe; for 
they were surprisingly extensive and 
intersected by the branches of a half 
choaked fosse, over which it would have 
been perilous to cross, had not the 
guide providently brought phospho- 
ric matches, by which he kindled a 
lamp and warned Claudio of every' local 
danger. 

The weak rays of the light were soon 
reflected by a high and massy wall, which 
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ran into darkness on either hand. It 
bounded a building of religious founda- 
tion, which, notwithstanding its attach- 
ment to the citadel, had escaped the wreck 
of that piece of despotism through the 
scruples of the Genoese, who would not 
permit its destruction, though they 
cleared it of its monachal tenantry. 
Never restored to the holy purpose, it 
remained a relic of devotional tyranny, 
and an accusation of republican incon- 
sistency, till recently it had become the 
haunt hole of faction. 

Claudio and his precursor entered 
through a small door framed within the 
great gate, and passed along the dismal 
cloisters. The echoes of their footsteps, 
which floated on the breeze, served to 
warn those within of their approach ; for 
a second door, scarcely distinguishable, 
was opened for their admission. Being 
included, the Cavalier found himself in 
,?j^bt?^ darkness; and every drop of pa- 
triotic blood turned cold within his 
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,veins, when he was drawn forward by 
one, whom he understood was not him 
he hitherto had followed. However, he 
proceeded a considerable way without 
. injury, for his leader seemed intimate 
with every step. Each door they ap- 
proached, was opened to a private sum- 
mons; but the porters* were invisible, 
as indeed were all things. At length 
they came to one door at the head of a 
steep ascent of steps, and here particu- 
lar ceremony procured them admission 
into a sort of anti-chamber, dimly light- 
ed. From its uncovered walls were sus- 
pended several long pikes and other in- 
struments of offence, belonging to men 
who reclined on benches around the 
room. Claudio's guide did not loiter 
an instant, but went to the further end 
of the room and quitted it. 

Instantly he returned accompanied by 
another of a vulgar carriage whose face 
was masked. When this man came 
near enough to distinguish the features 
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of the Cavalier, he started as if with^ 
surprise of recoUection^ and. anxiously 
regarded him ; then taking his hand, he 
drew him. toward* the room he^ondr^ 
What then agitated Claudiois not easily 
to be determined ; whetliep it were cold 
or the remainfi of his recent dread: btat 
aji unaccQUAtable tremor wandered 
thrtmghout hia limbs,, and his. flesh seena^ 
•d tx) ijevoh; from, him by whom, it was 
touched. Bat these feelings were losli 
in wonder aod expectation,, whixt goiiq;* 
uUio a secoad spacious apartment^ by ths 
buight flash, of countlesa ta^rs,. he saiW, 
um&Mrmly seated,, a nuuLbsr of xncB^ 
who like 1m. iatiodoceir woi^ blade xw 
aors. 

This, scene:,, at first view:, was bo£ at 
aU cakukted ta assure ;. yet, whatever 
personal apprehenszonsi a spedrsiitos migh4r 
conceive, they were transient, for the 
appearance of him, who seem^ed to pre* 
dominate, supplanted them for - more 
favourable uiipressions. UnU^e the restv 
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hi^ countenance was uncovered,, and 
foul' must have been the cause which 
could necessitate its concealment ; for 
90 inviting was his beauty, that virtue 
migtit have ceased to seek further with 
Hope oB afaiwr shrine. It united the 
lo^elrBess-o£ woman with the intelligence 
of man ; and dq)icted' each variety of 
expression, from* the meduwan fix>w-n of 
Hiascfuliiie wrat!fa^ to tile dissolving 
iiii«etness of female blkndishmenr. Hfo 
figure pevt^i^yed the grandeur and 
dMintS^ssnes^ ef hi» ^iri^, bM wafr lew 
acbposd for stability and Ibr^ t^oii' 
Eerily and- gtraice. 

Te thi^ rnati*, who* sat oti« tfic hrilker 
side €# a tafefe, covered witfi papere, the 
Ca'v^afier was- fed. " Yoit are commis- 
sioned from'*— 
\>^* PVatice,'' ac^omcd Clatrdit). 

*• ¥tofa otrr esl^eemcd friend and ad- 
vocate, the puissant Gonte dr Fiascano.'* 

** The S€tme,'*' said the Cavalier. Dis* 
engaging the tewers from his bosom, he 
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gave them to a secretary, who presented 
them to his master. They were writ- 
ten in ciphers, but the Principal having 
resolved them, arose with evident 
tokens of satisfaction, gracefully address- 
ed the assembly, and told them, that 
their remotest efforts were propitiously 
crowned—" France indignant at the 
German, and solicitous for the pro- 
spering of liberty, will give us regal 
sanction. One of its grandest nobility 
will privately arrive to enforce our ac-' 
tions, and remove impediments by the 
assistance of money. Add to this, my^ 
friends, that the Romish Pontiff hallows 
our designs, and his son of Parma gives 
us aid. Chance sinks beneath us, and 
*tis but to shake off the cloak of secresy 
to invest ourselves with that of free- 
dom.*' Then observing the Cavalier, 
he cast a purse before him, saying— 
** *Tis an inadequate reward." 

Claudio pushed ^ it from him with a 
look of reproach, and observed — ^'^Thc 
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patriot should contemn the merce* 
nary." 

^^ Right/^ exdaimed the insinuatmg 
donor, " a truly generous heart disdains 
to engross even the rewards of its 
own virtues. Sacchino," continued he, 
speaking to one who sat on a backward 
seat, '^ you are a father, but in Genoa a 
fimiily long has ceased to be a blessing* 
There is an earnest of your future com- 
forts," flinging the purse. " No thanks 
to me ! That is your benefactor," and 
he bowed expressively to the Cavalier. 
Flattered and encouraged, the latter felt 
a new interest kindle in his bosom. 
Meanwhile the Principal revised the let- 
ters, and at those passages whereof 
Claudio was the subject, an arch glance 
escaped from his eyes; from which, 
bad the latter been distrustful, he might 
have augured thsrt: no very exalted 
mention was made of himself. Indeed, 
lie ' was pointed out for a pliant tool 
that might be made of use in ddlful 
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-hands. J3ut •the dRrindpal rknew tlie 
pride of Julian, and its associate con- 
tempt for every ^quality not congenial 
•with his own, too intimately, to jhe 
easily^ prejudiced ; md ♦meeting tuvith a 
manly figure in the Cavalier, he 
courteouisly asked his name. -Fictioa 
no longer was necessay, so he inge- 
nuously igav^e it. Don Glaudio &c. 
Don- Claudio ! repeated the .tnask, who 
Jiad introduced and still stood near him: 
Don Claudio! Hum! inwardly mur- 
xnuring ; while the secretaries wrote it 
down at the end of a. secret nomencla- 
ture. 

'The Principal then resumed—*' This 
interview is your noviciate. ' Tie jtext 
shall be your initiation. We w6lc€ttne 
a fresh auxiliary, and •dare v cortfide in 
him." Claudio expressed care .and 
heartiness for the advancement of jus- 
tice and of freedom, wiiUe v secretly Jbc 
marvelled at the assurance of Julian, 
who could chacactei:ize hixn 2SSkigp&92Lhic 




ito the wishes (if'a faction ■ before the te- 
sult of tJieir last 'interview. 

After a slight desultory discourse, 
the Princip^ informed the Cavalier he 
tiad permission to ^thdraw. " We 
•aite acquainted *'with -your' lodgings, and 
•it is our request t-hat you will not quit 
tChcHi. Farewell! when next wc meet, 
4t is to forge bolts for the downfal 
^ usurpation. Meanwhile beware ! 
"Boria his spies numberless -as the 
-tnotes in. the sun's beams, and as subtle 
*tbo ill fastening on you. Yet let not 
•timid diffidence restrain yoo. These, 
:as you -deserve, are your foes, or 
firleftds ; ^Me to revenge, or protect.** 
Arid* to eviiicie %is meftning, the visored 
'conscripts arose, each in his place, and 
^nmuffling, showed their bodies to be 
invested with mail, while they rattled, 
in tremendous concert, the various 
^gured blades of their destructive dag- 
^ge?rs. The distrust and threats of' noc- 
turnal conspiracy gleamed on their 
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bloodthirsty points, and Qaudio with. 
shudderings, departed. 

The same guide reconducted him to 
the place whence they sat forward. 
There they separated j and the Cavalier 
forthwith returned to the inn, and re- 
tired to his chamber. He was not at 
all disposed to converse with his Squire, 
whose talkativeness being supplied by a 
novelty of topic was altogether ungo- 
vernable. As much to his own satis- 
faction as his master's annoyance, he 
began to expatiate on the disgrace and 
danger of Chriflianity, while infidds 
were allowed to roam along the coasts 
and burden their gallies with booty. 
** Ay/* continued he, **and to drag thou- 
sands into slavery ; thousands of good 
catholics.'^ A sharp pang wrung the 
heart of Claudio: that heart which 
being the sanctuary of love, was ten- 
derly susceptible of every thing which 
could concern its idol. Camilla was en- 
slaved. If there could exist a torture 
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more crud than that thought, eternal 
hell could alone inflict, the immortal 
soul alone could bear it. No common 
moisture glistened in liis eyes ; and he 
buried himself beneath the clothes on the 
couch. Ercolani went on uninterrupted, 
and the Cavalier at last found that his 
Squire had met with some fellow guests, 
who, representing themselves to be en- 
gaged to act against the mussulmen, 
h^d instilled into him their own fanati- 
cal zeaL 
. The next morning the Squire renew* 
e4 the subject, and was so possessed by . 
it, as to be loth to discontinue, even 
when desired by his master, who had 
need of his services. As far as was con- 
sistent with his allegiance to Claudio, 
he avowed an excessive eagerness to 
exalt the cross above the crescent. H^ 
protested he had dreamt of nothing else 
during the night but cleaving turbans ; 
and that he knew dreams came from 
.God, for so Father Jeremy had told 

VOL. II. I 
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him, when in one of his visions he 
made a devotional gift of three fet ewes 
to the friar. Besides, many affirmed a 
Mahometan's head to be as sure a pass- 
port to Heaven as the holy Pope's in- 
dulgence; perhaps surer, for the dif- 
ficulty of procuring it enhanced the 
efficacy J and in Ercolani's esteem th«:e 
was a "much greater pleasure in smiting 
ofiF the one, than in purchasing the 
other. The Cavalier would have at- 
tempted to moderate this heat, had he 
been less engrossed by his own con- 
cerns ; but wistful to fathom the inner- 
most recesses of the plot, he prepared 
to go abroadj with hopes of some en- 
lightening occurrence. 

As he crossed the court to enter the 
street, he saw the Squire and his new 
companions earnestly engaged in talk ; 
but much ' he was surprised to discern 
in the latter, three or four of those 
travellers whom he had remarked the 
day before, and who, he had imagined, 
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were in masquerade. This now seem* 
ed very unlikely; and passing them 
iHth confused sensations of pity and 
amusement at the ardour of Ercolani, 
be began his perambulations. 

He examined many of those glorious 
edifices which, in the grandeur of its 
oriental trade, had been constructed to 

m 

adorn Genoa ; but the general misery 
of plebeian houses represented a disgust- 
ing contrast between public and private 
conveniencies. The course of his pro- 
gress bringing him to a wide estrade, 
he was there impeded by a vast con- 
course of people, who had gathered on 
either side of a noble portico, which led 
to as noble a building; they also lined 
the circumjacent streets. He inquired 
of a by-stander the name and import of 
the place, and the occasion of so nume- 
rous a crowd. The citizen smiled till 
he saw the questioner was a stranger, 
and then politely replied, that before 
them was II palazza della Signoria, in 

I 2 
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which the senators were at that time 
convening: for the election of a Procura- 
tor. Claudio thanked his informer, 
and made his way towards a part, 
whence the prospect was much clearer. 
But being close to the angle of two 
streets, which opened into the square, 
its advantages were momentary; for 
wlieneyer any carriage drove by, the 
guards pressed backward upon the po- 
pulace, and wantonly threw them into 
danger and confusion. 

This was practised several times to 
the diversion and incensement of botli 
parties. At length the Cavalier received 
so rude a shock that he angrily resist- 
ed: the soldier persevered, and he 
struck him. The brutal fellow threat- 
ened with his pike ; and stepping aside 
to his commander, pointed towards the 
Cavalier for a man deserving chastise- 
ment. The latter stood firmly, when 
he felt his arm pressed, and turning his 
head, he perceived close to him the 




THE THREE BROTPIERS, 173 

same man, who so admirably had per- 
sonated the buffoon. " Confound your- 
self with the rest/' said he, " or you 
may prove this dilemma a serious one.*' 

Claudio followed his advice, and re- 
treated behind the people, who opened 
a ready passage for him with loud ap- 
probation of his spirit. " These raw- 
boned Germans,** said his companion, 
whose harlequinade was now the attire 
of a creditable artisan — " These raw- 
Boned Germans receive the pay of the 
Duke.*' 

^ To lord it over the republic,*' add- 
<d a man who overheard., "Hush!*' 
cried the first speaker, " you mistake; 
they are your very good friends. Are 
not two hundred come into your city 
to defend it against invasion ? Two 
hundred ! what a mighty force ?*' 

" Why a single tilt of spears could 
destroy them," said the other. 

" Psha !*' continued the first, " you ar? 
jpceifliar in thinking so ; or would not a 
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hundred thousand Genoese long since 
have made the experiment ?** 

The Cavalier perceived in the sar* 
casms which this man continued to ut- 
ter the industrious dissemination of tur- 
bulent ideas, which were the more fully , 
displayed as circumstances afforded op« . 
portunity. At this time the senators 
began to pass in rapid succession, and 
the remarks which he made on each, 
being couched in a drollery of style, 
greatly amused and fermented the minds 
of the encircling populace. 

A kind of tumult forerunning the ap- 
proach of some distinguished noble, he 
said, ** Hal now comes the Duke's 
nephew. I know him by the uproar. 
Hark ! trumpets ! Yes, he brays like an 
ass to conceal the tiger. See ! he dis- 
dains to be outdone by any monarch in 
Christendom, so is drawn by eight 
hcrses. Eight horses ! mark that, my 
friends : 'tis an unconstitutional num- 
ber. The Roman tyrants never drov^ 
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with more. *Tls a badge of sovereignty 
— r-'tis an insult to the republic.*' 

The gorgeous carriage of Giannetino 
now rushed furiously along to the 
perilous discomfiture of the crowd. 
The consequent bustle disappointed 
Claudio's attempt to see him^ which he 
was the more sorry for as he had heard 
. .the Duke's indulgent nepotism a subject 
of universal censuref But ,his argus of 
a neighbour, .mindful to his effort, but 
ignorant of its failure, demanded what 
he thought of him, Claudio confessed 
hi3 inability to answer. " Ah, Signer !'• 
cried the other, ** Genoa will not have 
such luck as for your loss to be irre- 
trievable. You'll see him when he will 
return i and a grim looking gentleman 
too. But he esteems himself a complete 
Adonis, and is not over complaisant in 
bestowing his caresses on such females 
as decline them. In a word, he is as 
niuch a Turk in love as state; and were 
I a father, which, thanks to Heaven ! I 

X4 
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am not, I would calculate to a denari 
the worth of my daughter's honour, 
and carry my account to the teeth of 
the senate, which is the pandar to, 
while it is the sufferer of Doria's licen- 
tiousness." Perceiving that this speech 
had the expected eifect, he cunningly 
affected to disclaim any serious thought, 
and laughingly added, " But what a 
foolish pr alder am I to speak so lightly 
of the heir to the republic ! Nay, c iti- 
zens, do not stare ! has riot he its arms 
painted on the ' pannels of ' his carriag^j 
as the insignia of his ISrthright ? Does 
he not enrobe himself in militaiy scarlet 
to shiiie in this solemn dection ? But 
who dares murmur ? For me, I love the 
prodigal. Young meft must have thdr 
will; and I am content that our laws 
should be baubles to divert him." 
Soon after this conclusion, a cheerful 
murmuring ran through the crowd; 
«md every body extended its neck as far 
as convenient for the earlier prospect of 
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what was coining. It was a ligKt open 
carriage, in which were two gentlemen 
in. the senatorial garb. One of them 
smiled pleasantly on. the shouting popu- 
lace; ahcT the Cavalier twice looked 
before he could persuade himself, that 
he really was not any other than him 
he had seen, the night before, presiding 
over the committee of a faction. 

" If there be a man in Genoa that l- 
love," cried the false artisan, " it is the- 
Conte di Lavagna *.V 

^ The audacious attempt of John Uevris Fiesco 
to destroy the Dorias and subvert theGenoese re- 
public, happened in the beginning of the year' 
1447, nearly three years after the famous battle 
of Consoles, a few months after which this Ro- 
mance is supposed to begint As -this alliance of 
two events, actually so distant, can only be detect- 
ed by one somewhat of a chronologist, I perhaps 
should do better not to mention it : but in case 
one so qualified will peruse this work, I feel it 
satisfactory to prevent his depreciating me as less 
knowing than I am; Indeed, I wish it were the 
•nly wilful fault in these volumes. 

I -5.. 
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** Which is him ?** said Claudio* 

*^ He that now waves his hand, Sig- 
nor!'* and he looked intelligently on 
the Cavalier, who reflected on the dis- 
simulation which the Principal had inr 
stilled into the subordinate , characters 
of his plot. " But who is the other 
beside him ?" again questioning ,the 
artisan* 

" Oh, that is a green youth — Jerome 
Fiesco, his brother/' 

*' The Conte seems as wild and in- 
considerate as ever,'* observed a saga- 
cious looker on. 

" It is his disposition," cried the arti- 
san, whose modulations of tone, now 
loud, now soft, were certainly intended 
to deceive one class as much as to 



A circumstantial history of this conspiracy was 
written by Cardinal de Retz in his youth ; and 
the Germans have an ingenious drama on the 
same subject* 
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arouse the other. ^ If may be a faulty, 
but not a selfish one, for he wilhes to 
sec the whole dty as blithe as himself; 
Of- would his house be open to all 
comers, as it will be to-night ? Clap 1 
mask upon your face, and you may 
feast upon every delicacy. All you pay 
is laughter and good humour, so that 
whoever has these need not be at any 
ilbss for a suf^r. Oh, it's a noble fel« 
low ! I warrant the republic a true vote 
from him to-day. He is a gem in the 
aristocracy. The word king is a thun- 
derstroke in his ears. And I have 
heard from very respectable authority, 
that he strictly has forbad his domestics 
at all to salute him by his title 1 for he 
9iy$j my friends. Men only* took foreign 
names when they grew ashamed of their 
natural ones." This Isfet information 
sympathised with the prejudices of the 
vulgar, and they unanimously began to 
laud their favourite in terms of familia* 

I 6 



j8o the three brqthe&s* 

* 

* rity which endeared him to them the 
more.,. 

Claudio gave attention to whatever • 
was dropped, and found that the sanv^ 
art by which Fiesco had stolen intp 
fevour with the people, blinded the 
statesmen to his machinations. His air 
of undesigning levity, by making him 
the darling of the one without awaken- 
ing suspicion in the other, had thus be^ 
gotten a twofold eflFect, either of w;hich 
being wanted he would have remained 
without sfupport or oppoKunity. 

In this man many would have sur* 
mised, that patriotism was not unalloy- 
ed by ambitious sdfishness ; but Clau^ 
dio, though morally inimical to de* 
lusion, flattered himself that the object 
could ennoble, the mode* 

Long before the usual hour of separa^- 
%ion the senate broke up, and its mem- 
bers thronged forth in a disorder which, 
proved that all had not gone steadily 
within. A murmuring spread from 
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those nearest the building, and gather- 
ing as it travelled, burst into an indig- 
nant uproar by theft it reached the Ca* 
Valier ; who learned that the imperious 
Giannetino having boisterously crushed 
the freedom of election, was the cause 
that the senators refused to stay where 
their rights were disregarded and their 
persbns insulted.. 

-* The citizens, prepossessed against 
Giannetino, vociferously declared their 
abhorrence of this fresh wrong; and 
when the offSnder drove through them 
wJth an imperial arrogance and disdaih^ 
but for the lines of guards which his 
prudence had provided, they would 
have inflicted on biin some signal proof 
of their spirit and revenge. 

Far differ^t was the commotion 
when Ficsco passed. With well affected 
trepidation he had directed that his car- 
riage shcruM be vigorously driven ; and 
the giddy throng, dividing to right' and 
left, hailed him with blessings and ac« 
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daxnations: even Claudio.was caugKt 
by the stream of popular opinion, and 
as he walked homeward^ he reflected, 
that the centering of the affections of an 
entire people in one npa«n, was beyond 
the powers of chance or human wis* 
dom ', and only ascribable to a natural, 
instinct, which turned them towards him 
for deliverance and avengement. With 
this idea, in which there was enough of 
catholic super^tion to distinguish him 
an exception from cotemporary reform- 
ation, the, Cavalier amused and inthraU 
led himself until the time of dinner«^ 
While he. was dispatching this, £rco«* 
lani, whose long silence might be re- 
garded as ominous, abruptly asked, 
whether he thought a man at all ex- 
cusable ii?, forfeiting, his wprd. 

** You would not desire any one ta 
call you a liar ?*' said Claudia 

" N— o!*' replied hi^ .trexnulgus seap^ 
vanti 
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** Then you must not make yourself 
one/* continued Claudio« 

This was the arbitrament of Ercolar 
ni's fate. He burst into tears, and 
confessed that he had engaged him* 
self to serve in a Genoese galley, that 
was fitting for a cruise in search of the 
infidels. 

Unexpected as was this intelligence, 
Claudio felt less displeasure than regret: 
yet when it occurred to him that his 
own enterprize might conclude in ruin, 
any circumstance seemed welcome, 
which could prevent a worthy follower 
from participating in his master's down? 
fal. 

Wherefore he entered inxo 7^ consola-. 
tpry ■ discourse with Ercolani, during 
which the latter dried his eyes. 

The evening drawing in, Claudio pro-, 
cured a mask and domino with intent to 
be present at th§ rout of Fiesco. Situ- 
ated a& he now was, it would be highly, 
neglectful to miss any chance of examin* 
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Sng the bonds of combination before 
they became indissoluble j and by watch- 
fully observing the Conte, he hoped to 
penetrate the nature of his designs, Sim- 
pie idfea! as if Fiesco, the conspitant 
Resco, whose splendid wildriess alike 
had dazzled the citizens of Genoa an4 
blinded her magistrates, was now to be 
scanned and developed by an inexperi- 
enced warrior, whose integrity of heart 
was the rein to his imagination ! 

The Cavalier found the palace di La^ 
vagna, as he had'heard, open for every 
one^s admission. It was an august edi- 
fice, and in every part- amply witnessed* 
the wealth and refinement of the youth- 
ful owner. 

He passed to thte grand hall, which was = 
splendidly illumined by variegated lamps^ 
pendent from the gilded architrave : a 
Band of menials in shining liveries were' 
dispersed up and down, and one of them,' 
reniarking the gentility of the CavalierV 
appearance, showed the way to the suite^ 
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oi apartments appropriated to the nobler 
guests, and ushered him into a gorge- 
ous saloon. 

The beauty of the surrounding scene 
surpassed anything of the kind Claudto 
had ever known or imagined. It re- 
alized the hitherto visionary romance of 
fiiiry fabulists, and its enticements were 
the lethe to each careful thought : like 
a ma^c circle it exduded all allay, whirl- 
ing with continual change of pastime. 
The company, in grotesque masque- 
rade, were disjointed into characteristfc 
•groupes. -The -holy pilgrim and the 
mailed knighr, the pastoral Arcadiah 
andVarch Savoyard, heathen priests and 
-priestesses, buflfbons and magnifico's, 
orictitaJpomp and bacchanalian nudit;j?, 
•\lrcre laughingly contrasted. Courtship 
and revelry distingmshed the carnival of 
deified love and wine; and those wh6 
thought themselves flighted by the first, 
fled for soJace to theisccond. Trom'thc 
freqncnl*excrcise of this resource, Clau* 
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<iio, had he not better known the con* 
stitutions of his countrywomen, might 
have imagined them unnaturally cruel 
and austere to their gallants j but the 
plaintive madrigals which now were 
sung in harmonious concert with the 
pipe or cithern, breathed a tenderness of 
spirit completely discoverable of the 
truth. 

However, the CavfiUerbeing rather an 
observer than a partaker in the sports^ 
Zt length fancied. them to be wea^y. mo- 
notonous; and in their defiftncethe per- 
turbation of his mind resumed ix» habi- 
. .».■.■■' 

tual tenor. Unpractised in hs^vitxeSf 
and irreconcileable to the idleness of pro- 
miscuous gallantry, by the indulgence of 
which he would have suj^o^ed his de- 
yoted affections to be violated, he waxv- 
dered through the rooms a mournful 
exception from the giddy throng. So 
much he was engrossed by the grandeur 
of his own designs and, e^^pectatioxi^, that 
he contenmed every frivolous allure- 
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ment; 4|sengaged himself from the ring 
of revellers, to whose glee his gravity 
seemed a reproach, and betook himself 
to another room. 

Here he breathed the true air of sen* 
suality. Blooming wreathes of flowers, 
in which art was the mockery of nature, 
intersected the emblematical characters 
of vividly tinted lights, in the composi- 
tipn of which aroma tics had been lavishly 
mingled. Spiral pillars, which slender* 
ness seemed the inadequate support of, 
an airy corridor, ranked in uniform co« 
lonade down the sides; and through im- 
perceptible vents in these a cloud of 
^["ankincense evaporated. Between them 
was placed an amorous imagery, which 
evidenced the skill and voluptuousness 
of the statuary. The walls were painted 
in the luxury of fresco, and adorned with 
pure Venetian mirrors, in which the pas- 
sing objects swam; while the melodious 
breath of the areal flute, floated in ca* 
dent unduhtions* It was a spot t^ 
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charm away reflection, to supend cha- 
grin, but to the Cavalier itwas the source 
of pleasant thoughts. 

** Fiesco is an honourable man, a pa- 
• triot, and an Italian," whispered he; "in 
- the centre of delight he considers the 
degeneration of his country, and hazards 
all when Himself can but little gain. His 
present fortune is the grand criterion of 
revolutionists* integrity, for when exal^ 
tation cannot be atchieved, to venture 
must be noble. Interest is the general 
principle. Take it away, and' if the ar- 
dency remains, its principle is virtuous. 
: Fouler instigations form fouler projects;, 
heaven being too wise to allow vice to il- 
' lustr ate itself by deeds which virtue cannot 
'surpass. Fiesco is an honourable man.^ 
Thus arguing, he was disturbed by 
the noisy entrance of several noblemen',, 
who came from the interior apartment?..- 
Those ntasqueraders, who had^ gathered 
near the Cavalier, retreated from their 
approach with sytnptbrtis of veXatibri, 
not entirely unfounded on fear. The^ 
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thronged to the door, through which 
others being as strenuous to enter as 
they were to go out, it became choaked 
by so tumultuous a conflux; and the 
mirthful gentry advancing in this pre- 
else moment, the foreniost^ whose as^ct 
was flushed with wine, rudely com- 
manded — A passage for Doria. At this, 
either party waving its pretensions, mu- 
tually recoiled, and made way to Gian-^ 
netino ; but Claudio, being detained by 
the timidity of a lady, who slipped her 
arni within his for support, alone im- 
peded his passing, and was removed by 
a forcible thrust. 

, The Cavalier's spirit prompt^ a seri- 
oils chastisement; but considering that 
the rudeness of intoxication deserved a 
contemptuous return, he withdrew his 
mask with an ingenuous air, and insult- 
ingly spat full in the unshaded face of 
the offender. 

. This temerity did not less exasperate 
the inebriated despot than alarm the 
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throng, which opened a wider field for 
contention, anxious to be witness, yet 
not to inoir its consequences; while 
Claudio's protegSe^ as though she dread- 
ed an implication in his punishment, 
withdrew her ami and forsook him. 

The Cavalier, alone composed in this 
confusion, turned upon his heel after 
punishing the causer of it ; but Gianne* 
tino in a paroxysm of fury reeled to- 
\frards him, and by a manoeuvre which 
snigh't have distinguished an ambidex- 
trous pugil, grasped his hair with one' 
cbwardly hand, while the other dealt a 
fliower of blows upon his chest. Had 
the Cavalier worn his sword, this affray 
would have' come to a bloody issue; but' 
abhorring so ruffian-like a style of duel, he 
determined not to strike a second blow; 
accordingly he exerted evely muscle to 
invigorate the first; dashing his elbow 
into the stomach of his adversary, he in- 
flicted a two-fold stroke by the same ef- 
fort J for his list, in an impetuous whirl. 
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darted into the face of Giannetino, who, 
with a dismal howl^ staggered into the 
arms of some who ran forward to sup- 
port him 9 and by whom he was drawn 
out. 

This termination, as ignominious to 
one as it was honorary to the other, pro- 
duced a buz of" controversy among the 
spectators; the major p^rt of whom 
mentally admired and approved the Ca- 
valier, and by pretty audible whispers, 
among themselves, contrived to warn 
him from tarrying. Sensible to their 
kindness and prudence in this advice, he 
retired ; but, from motives of bravfery, 
without his mask. Proceeding down a 
long entry which led to the stairs, a man 
suddenly leapt outwards from a door on 
the right, and gently pulling him into a 
small chamber, said in a friendly tone — 
" Sir, you will be arrested in the outer 
court." 

The Cavalier requested the loan of 
his dagger, professing his catflessness for 
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any attempt when armed. " Resistance 
would be useless/' observed the other, 
** and contrary to the wish of my Lord." 
He then shewed the Cavalier into a 
small cabinet, where they were almost 
immediately joined by the Gpnte di La- 
vagna, who, unnoticed by Claudio, had 
beheld the whole affair. The Conte con* 
firmed the intelligence of his servant, 
and assured the Cavalier that the v indie- 
tive temper of his antagonist would pro- 
ject some fatal catastrophe. " Your 
S'^fety, nay your existence, depends, 
upon your concealment," continued he. 
*' Long I hope you shall not need it, for ^ 
this night's deed is ominous to Doria.** 
Though convinced of his danger, Clau- 
dio confessed his inability to avoid it. 
** I am destitute f)f friends or secret shel- 
ter,'* said he. 

Fiesco continued-T— " You will find a 
friend in me, and I can provide a place 
that can baffle a lynx.'* He then men- 
tioned the structure Claudio had visited 
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the .night before* " 'Tis not \^thout 
tenantry," added he, " and 111 ap{>oint 
you a guide to their welcome, for pru- 
dence forbids me longer to detain yon/' 

" But my Squire,'* said Qaudio, 
whose heart was unwilling to separate 
£rdm so faithful acompanion, altho' the 
man and the circumstance required it. 

Fiesco calmed him on that subject, 
and asked the name of his Squire; when 
he heard it, he mused a moment ; then 
taking a scroll from a scrutoire, he 
shewed such a name to be entered into 
the list of the adventurers who were en- 
gaged on board his gallies, " Your ser- 
vant," said Fiesco, " and two thousand 
more, men of gallant mien, are mine ; 
and, in behalf of you and I and all shall 
be employed. Religion then shall have 
our services." 

Claudio surveyed him with joy and 
admiration ; but the Ck)nte pleading his 
duty to entertain his guests, warmly re- 
commended obscurity, and retired. The 

VOL. II. K 
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mail) who had retreated to a respectfiU 
distance, now came up to the Cavalier, 
and offered him a long dark cloak : the 
latter threw aside his festive garb, and 
followed through the palace, which they 
quitted, by a secret gate. Before mid- 
night Claudio took possession of hb 
new lodgings. 



It is already explained through what 
circumstances the man, Claudio dis- 
tinguished by the name and epithet of 
robber Julian, became possessor of the 
dignities and territories di Fiascaho. Be- 
fore this fortune he was undistinguished 
in the world ; but, over his associates, 
he held the supremacy ; and, while they 
rioted in fancied licentiousness, no thral- 
dom could be stronger riveted than 
what Julian entangled them in. They 
were the devoted slaves to his will ; his 
spirit actuated them; and, like the 
monster Briareus, he could strike a 
hundred blows in the same instant. His 
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followers looked up to him with confi- 
dence and wonder ; their submission 
was the acknowledgment of transcen- 
dent faculty ; for, unlike others of his 
class, he disdained wheedling or com- 
pulsion. They made him the favourite 
theme of vespertine discourse; and their, 
most popular saying was, — Could the 
quintessence of valour thicken into 
form, such was the origin of our leader. 
Indeed, all their scrutiny into his family 
concerns were rebuffed; they found 
themselves to be his greatest intimates ; 
and his natural birth was more their 
crecUt than knowledge: had not the 
days of miracle long been gone by, they 
would not have hesitated to find one in 
his origin. 

His exaltation neither abated his prin- 
ciples or his pursuits. The same ambi- 
tion which enlightened the obscurity of 
a robber, renowned the notoriety of a 
condottier ; for people forget the mis- 
chief of fire, in admiration of its flame. 

K a 
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But large tlnrngh his strides were to* 
wards dbmiDion, he possessed feelings, 
which, by their intestine combats, de^ 
stroyed every satisfaction: to gratify 
them all was impossible, as they were of 
the most opposite natures ; and his abi- 
lities being too splendid often to be dis- 
played, burned on his brain. The con- 
sciousness of their superiority fbrtu- 
nately was their check: pride caused 
him to contemn assistance ; thereforCt 
the bolder his plans, the likeHer he was 
to fail in the performance. But disap* 
pointment had but slight eflfect on what 
had source in his heart: he loved the 
solitary act in secrecy and shade; and 
this inclination alone curbed him from 
oftener exercising a public because par- 
ticipated power, which practice might 
have made irresistible. To become great 
was his natural desire; to achieve it 
singly his constant effort. 

However, the local advantages o£^JttS 
estates, which were fenced aroundp.by 
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the towering Alps, the Adige, and the 
Lake di Garda, raised him to great im- 
portarite among the terrene nobility of 
Venice } but, as promotion in the state 
was not to be expected, he the more 
willingly embraced the proffers of the 
Conte di Lavagna, whose artful brain 
had long revolved the destruction of 
his country^s liberty and govenvors, in 
order to accelerate his own sove- 
reignty. 

The accession of Julian, who was al- 
most the only pne acqtiainted with his 
real views, was gained by brilliant and 
unlimited promises; given, perhaps, 
with little integrity at first, but after- 
wards really intended j for Fiesco soon 
feSired to practise deception where it 
was so little likely to succeed ; and felt 
besides, a sensation of inferiority and 
dependance, which forbad him to of-^ 
fend or lose his new auxiliary. But, 
as their intimacy straitened, this mis- 
trust and envy faded. Never were two 

^3 
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men more admirably adapted for fur- 
thering the degrees of such a plot! 
Neither were harassed with conscience ; 
either had an inordinate ambition. Fi- 
esco, subtle, dissipated, and dissembling, 
was unintruded on in his policies by his 
coadjutor; who, intrepid, merciless, and 
mysterious, delighted in the more pe- 
rilous adventures ; and, with silent per- 
severance, undermined the state, while 
the other amused it. 

Their partisans were numerous, and 
thousands might be expected to join 
the delusive standard of patriotism : 
but the imperial vengeance was to be 
averted ; and Rome and Parma, though 
propitiously inclined, were unequal to 
such a struggle. A transalpine power 
could alone sustain the shield of pro- 
tection ; and on France, therefore, they 
determined to rely. To the French 
Ambassador at Rome, the conspiracy 
was partly unfolded ; and they besought 
him, with many invocations, to reprc 
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sent the matter to his Sovereign, ac- 
companied by Resco*s future submis- 
sion and homage. 

These allurements, which, in an ear- 
lier stage of Francises life, would infal- 
libly have involved him in a maze of 
Italiai^ warfare, met with repelling dis- 
regard from the dearly experienced ve- 
teran; nor could his hatred for An- 
drew Doria^ concurring with ambitious 
and revengeful incitements, seduce him 
to spur a bleeding country into hosti- 
lity, from which it scarcely yet wa» 
breathed. 

His inflexibility disconcerted, but did 
not dishearten the suppliants : from the 
subordinate classes of the conspiracy 
they concealed their dilemma.; which 
it was easy to do with such witlings, 
who, through a clandestine mode of 
becoming free, were thrusting them- 
selves into the abjectness of bondage. 
From detection by government, they, 
were g[retty confident;, for^ scarcely one 

K. 4 
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conspirer knew his fellow, and numbers 
of them were retained for ostensible 
services of honour and advantage, quite 
distinct from their real appointments ; 
while Julian's mercenaries, whose prime 
tenet was obedience without curiosity, 
cemented the whole. 

In a short time after, the Emperor 
l)ccame distracted in contest with hH 
laitheran subjects, who, by th^ir me-* 
morable coalition at Smalkakte, be- 
leagured him with tronbles*^ The con-* 
duct of Giannetino likewise oppressed 
beyond endurance ; and the citizens, 
suspecting in him their future Autocrat, 
began to look despairingly forward; 
These circumstances were of the most 
favourable nature : by his own affairs^ 
the Emperor was prevented from inter- 
fering decisively ; and the whole repub- 
lic was ripe for a revolution : additional 
to this, a new resource for aid and sanc- 
tion was revealed by Julian, 

Between this man and the Marquis 




TH£ THREE BROTHERS. 201 

de Souvricour, a hidden connection 
subsisted, to the disquietude, even ter- 
ror of the latter. The secret applica* 
tions to Francis had been disclosed to 
the Marquis, with the view of gaining 
his recommendation ; but, pining with 
remorse and dr^ad, he had long ab- 
stained from court, therefore his media- 
tion was of no avail. Yet the com- 
pliance he manifested, convinced JuUan 
of his own dominion, and emboldened 
him presumptuously to essay to inte^ 
vest the subject in what the King de- 
clined. In this great attempt he suc- 
ceeded, principally by misleading the 
^mple Marquis to believe that Francis 
sacrificed to popular treaties his privatie 
inclinations; and, with covert encou- 
ragement to the undertaking, promised 
to support it when his honour permit- 
ted. The habitual care of a courtier to 
gratify regal pleasure, actuated the Mar- 
quis in the lonesomeness of retreat; 
and lie volunteered his name and purse. 

K5 
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These were used to amuse and enforce 
the faction; and, further to secure 
them, was the objeft. of Julianas jour- 
ney; which, with other incentives ex- 
clusively his own, procured the removal 
of the Chevalier Henri, whom he look- 
ed upon to be an impediment in his 
path. 

What tenor this man's principles liad 
taken was unintelligible, as the direc- 
tions of water within the earth* — 
Alone, they could be undei'stood when 
felt ; but commion causes did not draw 
them forth : like a boiling torrent, they 
poured into light ; within an unavoid- 
able whirlpool their evil-fated victim 
was absorbed; whom humanity or of- 
fidousness interested, shared the de- 
luge; which, gorged with ruin, re- 
lapsed into its horrid womb of mystery, 
to ruminate in silence- 
Such destruction was the deed of a 
moment. Could the feeling have ceased 
with the aaion, no sufferer should have 
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riied a second tear, nor Julian's con- 
science known a second pang ; but the 
mine of many weeks labour, though ex- 
ploded in a second, leaves a wreck for 
many years*. 

The Marquis de Souvricour hated, de- 
tested, yet dreaded, and obeyed him. 
Terror was the syftem of Julian ; and so 
fiilly the Marquis was possessed by it, . 
that he offered to him an adoration, 
such as the Indians intend when they 
knee the devil. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Now Treason spreads with steps ne'er yet so fleet, 
Clangs, shouts, and shrieks, affray the dormant street; 
Treedom they howl, and lo ! her altar light 
With city flames that guide the factious fight. 
To Freedom must a bloody track be hewed ? 
Dire is the god in human gore embrued. 
Madmen ! your blades and mimic thunder stop ! 
To please this limb would ye tlte other lop? • 
Tlien why assay an imperfect State to msnd, 
By mingling blood of foe with blood of friend? 



The Cavalier very dissatisfactorily en- 
dured the monotony of confinement; 
the more so as he thought that the con- 
sequences of Giannetino's anger could 
not be worse : but from that mistaken 
idea he was continually warned by his 
companions, consisting of half a dozen 
men, who were not at all empowered by 
courtesy or science, to alleviate the im- 
patience they decried. Indeed, he un- 
derwent a dolesome seclusion from the 
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world, and his avidity to re-enter it 
caused him most ardently to desire the 
maturity of those plans, which were 
(honourably he £ancied) to promote his 
gratification. The late incident was sur* 
prisingly adapted to interest him in the 
success of a plot, of which his dispas* 
sionate investigation might have de- 
tected the real deformities. The Gallic 
intervention was a measure which every- 
unprejudiced Italian should have opposed 
with abhorrence ; for the insatiable am- 
bition of the French had overrun Italy 
with shoals of military foreigners, who, 
although they were hostile in nativity,^ 
language, manners, and service, were 
unanimous to devour. the good of the 
country : a procedure wherein they were 
fatally instructed by the renegade poli- 
cies of intestine factionaxies. Besides, 
Frenchmen for some years had beeii-ob** 
jects of religious horror- to all Europe, 
owing to their hnpioust inivitation to the 
Turk to increase the ^lescructive triple 
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wars of those times; by doing which tot 
the desired extent, he mightlcsiYe gained 
a lordly ascendant throughout Christen- 
dom,' and found no check,, except over* 
growth, to an illimitable sultanry. For- 
tunately, the aspiring Solyman was en- 
grossed by domestic calamities, so that 
France had the infamy of supplicating 
his assistance,, without the consolation, 
of deriving any advantage from it; but 
the crime was not abated by its vanity j: 
yet the patriots of Genoa (Fiesco and^ 
his confidants cannot be understood in^ 
that meaning) gave no retrospective 
glance, but madly wooed the succour of; 
their former despots, whose inimicaL 
banners, in profane conjunction with the 
crescent of Barbarossa, had repeatedly^ 
alarmed their coasts. 

Those of superiorunderstanding, who> 
were too wise to be foolishly wrong, and. 
too honest to be wilfidly so, involved^ 
themselves by followingthe maay max«» 
ims of their compatriot politicians. In 
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these, the meritorious solicitude to pu-» 
rify their country from the ^igma of 
external domination, was the principal 
incentive of thdr schemes; but finding 
the debility of the natives in carrying 
them into execution, they were neces- 
sitated to introduce aid from abroad ; a 
faJse step that ruined them, for it always 
proved that the one alien having dis- 
Seated the other, established himself in 
his place : thus all their boasted skill tend- 
ed only to a change of masters. Expe- 
rience, however, failed to dissuade them 
from these ineffectual arts : spider-like, 
they industriously wove gordian webs of 
ftubtilty, which alternate swords were 
fain to cut, because they could not untie» 
The Cavalier likewise might have rea- 
sonably suspected that the kindness 
wherewith he was treated, was not pure* 
ly friendly and disinterested ; for in two 
Vitertiews with the heart of the conspi- 
racy^ he was besought with tiresome im- 
portunity to draw money from Don 
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Philippo; a con^ct that he ever ^rtcXf 
declined: his personal energy was their* 
only aceeasion^ and thus one view o£ 
Julian probaUy wais confuted.- 

Chiudio^s inflexibility did not work 
in his behalf on the minds of the rebuf- 
fed, and some time elapsed without an 
invocation to their council. He was 
beginning to feel much surprise at this 
neglect^ when, one morning, a summons 
preparatory for night was sent him, and 
from what he could gather^ he judged 
that important and mature matters wer6 
to be agitated. 

He was lodged in one of the inner- 
most chambers of the structure, lest 
signs of its being inhabited should eScapa 
to the notice of people without; and 
arms were hung near at hand, in provi* 
dence for any sinister chance that might 
©bligate their use. The day early closed^ 
for the year was deeply on the wane: 
the Cavalier bound his waist with a 
girdle,, wherein, he sheathed several sti- 
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lettoes ; he then muffled himself in a 
black cloak, veiled his face "s^ith a mask^ 
and hastened to the secret consistory. 

As he paced the long entries^ which 
were uncrossed by other persbns, 'his 
mind was subdued by an awe, which 
the ambiguity of his engagements did 
not tend to throw off: the walefiil notes 
of the hibernal wind murmured pre^ 
i^agefulin his ear, and disposed him t& 
that superstitious melancholy, which 
naturally is the previous humour to 
Itantic enthusiasm. The vicinity of 
the assembly was dark, forsaken, and 
silent ; save when the .deep hum from' 
within was released by the door being 
opened for the entry of those belong- 
mg to the faction : it seemed that all 
Wtre consociated for the achievement 
at some grand enterprize. 

Claudio found an unprecedented num- 
ber, mysteriously habited as himself; 
and close to the portal were several of 
fierce demeanour, who reaDy were se^ 



lect myrmidons of Fiesco^ ready to per- 
petrate whatsoever -sanguinary deed his 
suspicion or ill-will could require. One 
of them thwarted the Cavalier's pas- 
sage : " Make way !*' cried Claudio^ 
somewhat alarmed ; for in him he re- 
cognized the man by whom he was 
first introduced. His opponent iden* 
tified his person by the tone of his 
voice, and forbore to impede his going 
on ; however, he adhered to his elboW, 
so that Claudia vainly endeavoured to 
elude him in the throng. So haunted^ 
he jostled through the circle, to disco^ 
ver what was performed within. Se- 
veral nobles were engaged in debate: 
curious to hear the subject,, he ap* 
proached nearer to- them j but,, how 
willingly he would have slunk aback^ 
when his first personal ^nce fell oa 
the Marquis de Souvricour. 

Julian, whose private plans ran pa^ 
rallel with his conspirant one, as a po- 
tent step towards the consummatioa q£ 
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either, had seduced the Marquis to Ge- 
noa, where he alike was deceived him- 
self, and used to deceive others. The 
£u:tion esteemed him privately com- 
missioned by the Monarch of France, 
and greeted his presence with silent 
exultation ; while the artful leaders ten- 
dered that homage which mentally they 
disdained, but which induced the Mar- 
yquis to believe, that in him they really 
reverenced the regal representative. 

The poor Marquis, in deep mourning 
for the supposed death of his son, sate 
throned on an insignificant elevation 
above the rest ; and close to him stood 
the Conte di Fiascano. He tremblingly 
listened to the latter*s voice, which mu- 
sic was frightful to his ears as the hoot- 
ings of an evil-omen'd bird, until he 
was congealed with terror, and ret^ned 
only the power to assent. Although 
all relative to this dread was incompre- 
hensible to the plotters, its conse- 
quences^ nevertheless, were fstvouraUe 
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to them ; for as they respectfuUy con- 
formed to the Marquis's opinion, they 
needed it to be previously fashioned ao 
cordant to their own, by a confederate* 

As Claudio recoiled from society so 
undesired, the causer of his removal 
casually caught his eyes : the confused 
Cavalier instantly presumed himself ta 
be discovered; for, beholding the nsu 
ked face of the Marquis, he forgot tha0 
his own was unexposed, and he su& 
fered the cruellest apprehensions of im« ' 
peachment forthwith- But when thia 
disordering regard passed aside, and 
left him at liberty, he recovered to ^ 
satisfaction of the vanity of his ideas^ 
and resumed a proper confidence with 
regard to the objects before him. 

Ranked next to the Marquis sat Fi- 
esco ; to his right Jerome Fiesco^ and 
a wide arraignment of other nobkmen; 
all unmasked. Julian alone was un- 
settled, for he strode to and fro, and to» 
wheresoever discussion required arbir 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 21 J 

trament. £3^>aiided on the taUe lay 
an accurate plan of the city, its suburbs, 
harbours, and defences, on which the 
Conte di Lavagna described with the 
chape of his scabbard, the arrangements 
X)f an assault. In the decision of this, 
pumberless altercations arose 'twixt the 
£onte and Julian. The audadous va- 
lour of the latter was much displeased 
by a system, which was so prudent, as 
to leave nothing to hazard. The per- 
fection of the contrivance deprived the 
execution of all glory in his opinion ; 
and he rashly disordered the whole, by 
undertaking the ofBce of chief impc^rt ; 
of which he projected to increase the 
peril, by refusing the allotted farce in 
prejudice to his own band, on whose 
dauntless intrepidity he affected to rely 
for surmounting any danger ; nor could 
admonishment or intreaty cause him to 
forego his presumption. 

At length the procedure was com- 
pletely modelled in other respects ; tha 
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leaders being nominated, the troops 
proportioned, their services appointed, 
and every movement skilfully and ma- 
nifestly explained. The mouth of the 
Darsena was to be blocked, and the 
Dorian fleet attacked by Verrina, a Ge- 
noese of. great reputation for courage;: 
whose means of offence were four well- 
appointed gallies, purchased, with his 
connivance at their destined use, from 
the Pope, and armed by Fiesco, under 
the pretext of cruising against the infi- 
dels ; a report which had tended to man 
them with several hundred bold adven- 
turers. Joseph Verrina was a confidant 
of Fiesco, and backed the vileness of his 
purposes ; hoping, in a revolutionary 
commotion, to relieve his fortune of 
the debts, that incumbered it, and, to 
promote himself to dignified power, by 
trampling on the corses of ducal Doria 
and his kinsman, both of whom he en- 
vied and hated. Between two and three 
thousand soldiers "were secreted about 
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the city, who were to break out at one 
moment ; so admirable being their dis- 
posal : a gun frotn the admiral's galley 
was to be the signal for the seizure of > 
every barrier, and the dispersion of the 
guards. ' Several assaults on the forts 
were -then to be made ; but the citadel 
was only to be beleagured, as its 
strength discouraged the idea of a coup 
de main. To Julian was intrusted the 
securing of the Gate of St. Thomas, a 
post of the dearest importance, as it 
communicated the harbour to the city : 
his slender force was thought inade- 
quate to this duty ; but he considered 
an enterprizing briskness to be his prin- 
cipal behoof, and knew his band to have 
the advantage of proximity to the seat 
of action, as they were concealed in the 
Dominican convent. That thousands 
of the citizens, yet uninstructedin the 
plot, would assume arms in its support, 
was relied on : thus an absolute con^ 
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quest of the city was coi^sidered a3 ceSf 

Though the mode of. aqtion was de* 
cided on, the season still remained un^- 
£xed« Fiesco secretly wished it to be 
postponed until the beginning of Ja« 
nuary, abpuit which time the p^t year's 
Doge would abdicate the. ducal chair ; 
the dignity, being thei^ unocctipted^ 
might with less difficulty be ascended; 
neither could such a Step incur . the. ge- 
neral odium of usurpation. But, to the 
uninformed in his peculiar viet^s, dielay 
had long seemed dangerous and irk- 
some } fearful, therefore, of their alien* 
ation, should it he longer pr^tised, be 
saari^ed his own circumspection to 
their impetuosity, and resolved, how- 
ever it were contrary to true policy, to 
ravish those honours there seemed so 
slight a probability of his acquiring by 
craft. But the removal of their then 
possessor, the venerabje Andr^ew Dojia* 



was neceffiury to pro[ntiate his aihbition ^ 
and, in a moxiless consulution witk 
Julian, it was determined, that the de« 
struction of the patriot of fourscore 
should be a prdiminary to af owed in« 
surrection. 

This Julian now proposed. 
< Vile as were the conspirators, this was 
perhaps the first time in which they per- 
ceived the real heinousness of their 
conduct, and most of them mentally 
repdled a proposal so black with hor- 
ror. Saving his dotage for Giannetino^. 
Andrew was unexceptionable ; that ex* 
dusive fsiult was about to be punished 
by degradation, what then should insti- 
gate his death ? 

The Marquis de Souvricour, whopre- 
~viously was tutored, affirmed that his^ 
monarchal master considered the Do« 
rias^ to be indispensable victims to popu- 
lar harmony^ 4iGr could he esteem any 
revolution secure, that waff not ce- 
mented by their blood : he concluded 
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by hinting a resbli^tion to discounter' 
nance them^-knless they manifested in- 
stant atqmescericc. This threat forcibly . 
dismayed the auditots, who bitterly felt, 
that 6£ all slaveries that>is the most gall- 
ing which fetters a virtuous "will/ 

When Ficsco splvqd what wad. agitat- 
ing within their bosoms'J he.would have 
r€8un\ed his original ! i intent, with . a 
ddubtlessness of .their unanimous con- 
sent to defer \vhat clme so formidably 
accompanied) but Julian, who pene- 
trated his design, would hot permit it 
to thwart his diabolical disposition, but 
arose to speak, and in a few moments 
smothered the emotions of which his 
copartner wished to take advantage. 
He portrayed the offences of Gianne- 
tinp, who so generally was execrated, 
that his name was the watch-word of 
sedition ; he impeached the uncle thrice 
guilty, as a man^ a soldier, and a citizen, 
in permitting them ; he contrived that 
^e baseness of the one should cdnta* 
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minate the other ; and, f^om their kia<r 
dred in blood, he inferred thdr kindred 
in guilt. He loudly demanded, If any. 
one dared to avow himself backward to 
punish the hephew, who sought to in- 
herit the republic? No word of answer 
was returned ; and, as Julian's argu* 
ment blended the deserts of both the 
Dorias, he exulted in having argued the 
audience into acohsdnt, though a tacit 
one, to their blended fate. " Well," con- 
cluded he, " Giannetino must be struck 
through his uncle, who alone can in- 
vest him with /the purple. Bodh must 
die, or both must be permitu^ to sur« 
viv6. Your will can dethrone and. an-^ 
nihilate ; be then above humanity, as 
is your power." 

He then unsheathed his dagger, and^ 
abjuring conscience, uplifted his hand 
as the token of assent ; those about him 
did the same, a& did several who for 
that purpose were planted about the 

room ;' but the bulk of the assembly 

■^ • »■ • . 

L 2 
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f^tnaiiied Stupidly gazxng on an as^xct^ 
which beamed with phrasQiees thoughts, 
reeking from a Heart that nature dis- 
owned* At length, two or three, in 
their confusion, elevated their arms; 
this example ran contagiously around ;. 
zndj in a few monaents, confirmations 
of the bloody decree started up from 
every part. 

** Enow !'* crifed Jufian^ and waved 
his hand : « boria. shall fafl.?' 

*• When ?*' inquired Fiesco. 

" To-morrow !'• 

« Where ? How ? By whom ?^ 

^^ He celebrates mass in the Loremso 
church/* answered Julian, who alone 
was undaunted by the idea of sacrilege 
and murder. " I will be there : there, 
O Genoese ! to abjugate you." 
' " Your life is too precious to be 
rashly ventured/* said Fiesco. *' It be» 
hoves you to take support, nor will we 
bear with your disdain : chuse ^from 
among us them that please you.'^ 
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^^ Where all zrt so forward and de* 
serving, diance can alone dedde/' ad- 
|Otned Jutiaii f and he directed that txil* 
lots should he^^awB fay all. Thus in- 
snared, the -cctaspirators could but in- 
dividudly pray jfor a deHverance from 
the detestable election. 

£ach took one from the presented 
urns, ukI the CavaUer among the rest* 
An awful stiUness prevailed while the 
lots were inspected, but Claudio's was 
yet half folded, when it was snatched 
away by the feUow who had watched 
him. He surveyed it in- a moment, 
aiad thfcn affecting to* obey Claudio's 
angry conrnnafid for its restoration, sub- 
stituted his own. The deception quickly 
was pjorceived, and, before he could 
escape, he was detained by the collar. 

** Wretch !" eicclaimed the Cavalier : 
his tones and nerves dissolved^ for the 
traitiff, peeping from beneath his vizard, 
ginned in the xnalicious^ gha$tUness of 
Ricartios. By this identification Claudio 

^3 
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completely was shocked^ and he mecha- 
nically shrunk away. Though strangers 
only were about him^ he dared ndt to 
■raise his eyes; for the knowledge thait 
he, whom most he had cause to fear, 
was within the sartie room, invaded . 
him with unutterable trepidation, Mo^t 
♦earnestly he wished to retire, yet was 
•too severely agitatM to invent a pbiUsi- 
lile Jn-etcxt :• but his own ill fet6^ aAd 
p3(ternal perfidy, procured him a deariy 
bought opportunity. ' ' ; 

They, who hsfd taken lots of a pecu- 
liar stamp, were compianded to repro- 
duce them*. Being unanswered by the 
c6mplete number*, the summon^ t.wafi 
harshly repeated, and a whispering of 
. inquiry and conjecture hissed thorough 
the throng. The latter beingi directed 
by some beside him to the prejudice of 
the Cavalier, recalled him from one 
sorrow to another ; for clearly he knew 
the motive of Ricardos, when he found 
himself to be implicated by the craft of 



THE THREE BROTHERS, 22^ 

an exchange of ballots, to promote the 
agency of assassination. Otherwise than 
to avow his misforture was impossible; 

Those in the like dilemma numbered 
ten, and they were conducted by Julian 
to a retired chamber. There he endea- 
voured to overrule the repugnance thejr 
testified to the undertaking, and the 
silent attention of the majority might 
be construed into a proof of his 
triumph; but though Claudio's reason 
might be mistaught by sophism, his 
heart was too worthy to become *a 
party, and it inwardly condemned a 
discourse, which he had not the elo- 
quence to convicti 

One bolder than the rest persevered 
in hiS' animosity : Julian argued him 
into dumbness. *' This declaration is 
unseasonable^ effeminate, and impious,^ 
said he. "-Have not the full assembly 
ventured a similar trial ? Then how can 
you recede but with infamy ? an evfl 
greater than that you shun : celestial 

^4 
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jtidgement hsLth beta preferred to that 
lof nrno. JBut it is your conscience that 
yearns. Tell it that chance was your 
/elector: tjben ask your understanding 
if chance be otherwise than a name for 
heavenly officiousness. Does not the 
answer ennoble us to the dignity of di- 
-yiiie . instruments ? StiU suppose a 
irime in our intent ; ^is there aot con- 
comitant virtue in ^en^ossing it to oiwr- 
.&dves? a few to the cjany who other-* 
wise must have a$si8ted in its commis- 
;sion. That \t be ih^ heavenly mode to 
purify the . multitude through the in- 
dividual, should be considered : your 
will may then more intimately consort 
with your duty. Besides, I can assert, 
that the holy Pope holds absolutions 
ibrth; and it is glorious to invoke 
them.'' 

The conclusion operated most power- 
fully, apd the Catholic overcame the 
Christian. 
* Julian now assumed the, speech of 
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fanaticism. Witk a glowing coun- 
tenance, and. an impassioned tone, he 
uttered doctrines calcxilated to arin a 
moiety of mankind against their fel- 
lows : he in^sted that feeling was hu- 
man and vicious ; and that it was godl^ 
to overcome it, both in body and 
mind; of which he instanced many 
characters of antiquity. While heated 
with passion, he struck his dagger, 
-which he still clenched, into his arm ; 
'twas a deep stab, for the black blood 
spirted forth. Claudio and the rest 
'Started with horror.. from the sight, but 
Julian surveyed them with a disdainfid 
^^jsmile. '^ How highly are others glori- 
fied in the general debasement !'^ said 
he. . " For shame 1 ye go nigh to deify 
ine,. .because I am not a similar slave to 
cowardly affection : !^tis not that I sur- 
pass humanity, but that ye are dwindled 
bezieath it. Ah, yc know not the scope 
of human ability, i^hich hath nb limit 
but human, fantasy : death is no barrier 

^5. 
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to our daring, but its test ; and though 
it be the severest in* nature, true intre- 
pidity overleaps it ; for what of torture 
•can it cause worse than this wound? 
nay, what so much? its first pang is 
its last, and peculiar in such property, 
it knows no repentance. Heroes and 
death walk hand in hand ; their doings 
are shrouded in its darksome livery, 
and fall unforeseen like the bolt from 
the womb of darkness; such being ever 
the grandest deeds whereto Heaven is 
sole confident. Be then my brethren 
in spirit, and make court to death to 
marry ye to a better world; such is 
the surest mode to prosper in this. . . 
Come, imbibe this juice! which, fresh 
from the fountain of my heart, shall 
impregn your veins, until they swell 
with the ardour of consanguinity/* 

He extended his arm to him who 
stood nearest, and the man complied 
with his desire; his fellows did the 
same, but the Cavalier shrunk with dis- 
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^st from the nauseous bcverag.c. By 
the act of a cannibal, the conspirators 
seemed to have acquired the ferocity of 
one, for they pointed their daggers in 
threatening unity to the breast of Clau- 
dio, from whom Julian furiously 
matched away Tiis mask. ' When '^he 
discovered who was the exception to 
obedience, he smiled a smile of memory, 
and hastily pressed the orifice of his 
bleeding wound unto the lips of Qau- 
dio ; the latter being exhausted, gasped 
for breathy but inhaled the bloody niois'. 
ture. ' * 

" Be it thy inward torture till Doria 
shall die !" said Julian, who then vaiAk 
a general salutation, and withdrew. 
The conspirators now persuaded eacft 
other to be stedfast to the cause, till 
hearing the assembly disperse, thef 
likewise thought fit to separate; and, 
going each his way, left Claudio to hfs 
bed and solitude, to which he forthwith 
betook him. 

L 6 
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The circumstances of the evaali^ 
danced indiscriminately before him, for 
such an accumulation of horrors crusty 
ed his meditative faculties, and sunk 
him into stupe£cu:tion : the hot pdlu- 
tion he had swallowed was the bane of 
repose, and the next morning his body 
was inflamed by fever. 

To assuage his distemper was not left 
to the option of Qaudio, for betimes he 
was ai^rised, that no excuse of indispo* 
fiition could exempt him ; and thus he 
was obliged in appearance to seek the 
destruction of men, in whose blood he 
really was determined not to be im- 
hrued* 

The holiness of the season, for it was 
liear to Christmas, had disposed most 
people to devotion; and the church 
was ei;ceedingly crowded, when JuUan» 
an4ii^9l^ivadoes,promiscuGuslyentered» 
With cpnsiderable difficulty they p^ne^ 
trated towards the sanctuary, but, not« 
withstanding their endeavours, they 
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vnddy were dispersed, and as CSaudio 
was not strenuous to keep them com- 
pany, he completely was separated from 
them. Sdll he assiduously sou^t the 
altar, and obtained a station near unto 
the balustrade that excluded its profana- 
tion. 

Neither of the Dorias was cmm, 
and the service soon commenced with- 
out their attendance. The impresdve 
solemnities of the catholic faith, which 
refuse no art to captivate attention, and 
strike the soul through the senses, 
Aampt Claudio with awe and adora- 
tion : nor did he revert to his abomina* 
ble thraldom, until some seasonable 
ceremomes reminded him of the divine 
incxrnation. Then it was, that the 
doctrines of a godhead streaming o'er 
iis mind, eflB^ced each stigma of its de- 
lusion ; and he rejected each tie or ser* 
vice, that could not bear debate within 
the house of God. Btit when the Ore- 
goriaft chant Ibegao, and a congregation 
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of thOusancis swelled their .voices hi 
one harmonious p^, and rent the 
consecrated dome with loud hdsanna^ 
then he scarcely could restrain his feel- 
ings; to which it seemed impious ^to 
know there were men. who sung with 
inipure tongues, and yet not to.riiw- 
peach them. 

This was not the case with JuUan, 
whose .cciistancy to vice might put to 
ishanie the unsteady prdselyteas of virtues 
Once determined, no art could deter,few 
powers oppose him. He could abstract 
Jbis heart . from sensual, gratifications', 
•and in most instances affix the precise 
Jinaits of impression, although' suscepti- 
bly organized. On him Glaudio bent 
regard. . He was leaning against a mas*- 
•give column, shrouded to the mouth in 
his garments. The people* instinctively 
had shrunk from his portentous gloom; 
and he stood like the fell i magician of 
a tircle, solitary .amid iat crowd. He 
BOW and then looked eagerly acoiind^ 
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and, as -often, :Glau(Uo petitioned 
Heaven, that the object of his watch- 
fulness-might not appear. • Heaven wat; 
propitious, for two-thirds of the service 
•were gone by, yet Dorians seat iremained 
vacant. ': 

- -The great age of Andrew Dona/ sub- 
jected him to frequent fits of debBity; 
and he. was unable, while so a^ictec), 
tcv endure the troubksome offices of hib 
nJlgnity,^ This was the present preven- 
tion of* 'his mtirder, which, else, must 
infallibly have happened. 
. Julian exhibited frightful symptoms 
^fi^difccbntentat the frustration . of his 
eAtiirprize; and-by the Cavalier he Wa6 
beh^ld'^ith indecisive feelings ; for ex- 
fteiftes iii* vjcc extort a kind ofawfe 
which is-not'very remote from respect. 
Said; Clkudib j ^ ** Can this fnan be qiiali* 
"fitd HkC' mysblf f or would not his heart 
beat harn^oniou^ accords with the deep 
intonations^ of yon sacred prgan ? which 
tKJunds to me ^ the voice of nature par- 



lepmg wkh mj aosl, and fifing it: IriA 
imdcntauiding hcfimd tiic cmummica- 
tion of words. Ok^ he is a nEon to fae 
ztcUtdl wliat human tone can ever 
shake him, on whom nrasc hath no 
power r* 

When the cofi^egation dasptxsedj 
Qandk> stadionslj aroided any reoo^gni- 
tion by his associates, but escaped to a 
square at some disrancr> There he de- 
liberated what course to piirsue. His 
mood was too enthusiastic to be recon- 
ciled to a mere refrainment from wkk- 
edness ; for to be ccnfidential to sudb a 
villainy as the destructicm of old IXHia» 
and ilot to disclose it, appeared litlk 
better than the p^t of an actual abettor. 
He \<rould not touch on points oi ob* 
suistry, whidi^ circumstanced as ht waSj 
could have provoked endless dispiita^ 
tion ; but at oftce resolycid to warn the 
Duke of the impendiiigrui^} without 
betraying any person, or even iiisinftiat^ 
ing the cadstcnce of a {dot, which 




coimdeFed to bam funcbanental 
propriety. As the present day wae a 
festival, he was obliged to postpone tfaSs 
conduct till the morrow : meantime he 
obtained shdter and refreshment in a 
small public house. 

A reflective interval did not abate Ms 
xesohition, and he arose the next mcMm* 
iag widi alacrity. The cra^irings of his 
stomach being allayed, he made lUxmore 
dday, but hastened, accarding to direc- 
tion, to the haU of audietice, wiwrdb 
tilt Duke was then pnesiding. But tie 
unfortunate did ever experience more 
obstacles to doing well than did the Ca« 
valier, whose persecutions came from 
every quarter. As he walked beneath 
the piazza, which skirted either side of 
the portico, a nobie, disdnguishing^ 
accompanied, rode by. The cavakade 
attracted the notice of GiaudiOf who, 
looking up, s^(w, zad was seen by Gian^ 
nettno, who ordered that he should be 
arrested. The ^execution of this re- 
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vcngefiU: ;comu)ind was resisted ■ fay 

. Cbi|dk> }^ith passionate strength^ for 

the. s^udacity of. its' being given in the 

yeryayenw to.the ;tribunal of justice, 

. e;psper«ued him to a high pitch: but 

. the like consideration urged Giannetino 

to hapten the event, for lie was appre- 

. hensive, that his uncle might be induced 

: IK> inquire xxmcerning so disrei^ectfui a 

tumult. ■' : : .[. 

When Idaudio again saw himself in 
confinement, he ran over the whole ca- 
^iJogue of his £mlts,:in order to disco- 
ver, which o£ them could be of a mag- 
nitude to deserve so severe -an expia- 
tion. He misjudged them grossly, if 
theysprung from aught save error, and 
Heaven was too: dement to punish such. 
His conscience, tlierefore refused to ac- - 
•Jfcnolwledge ' the . divine instruments in 
^his /oppressors, and they appeared. to 
4>im in the.. foulness of. tyranny and in- 
justice. His cell was contiguous* to an 
inner quadrangle, into which he some- 



tttiits Ibcflkeff fo* atmasfeimfertt.ind'air: 

iiotlnng of the former cbiild subsist in 

m istch ^edixsion ; and the hibernal 

-gditi bf -tht laftef;'st!?iig^in^ 'through 

'^d'iVarro'w spirade, latticed with ;double 

barsdf irtrri,' dhiUed,- whilfe tlicy' -revived. 

•He suffered much- by the * cold, 

though great relief was accotded to the 

^'^^t^iistohers by* the' tnutii^cfewt charity -of 

•Andrew Bona:- Every' cbhrfbi^t,' dr mi- 

/t^ation of4heilr'teisWy,-caTtie'm asso- 

datfon with" the lUusiifici'tw' rfaine df the 

-Dufee,' to w^hoih Glaudift cherished the 

%*hcfst gfetitudeJ -^he ' iriore'-- he U- 

ttieiite J,» ' ti'at ' '^cK -eitfensfv^ ^ gbodneds 

?c6tffd eteff 'iiarve ' degen^r^ed ' intb 'that 

|>lA:fliar\^eil:neSs,' which rendered him 

tulpable iri ' *a : princely station j' whose 

^lid viirtucJs wbuld have balanced every 

-like tr^ait of folly in i private ^oiie. ' • 

' Julian's reasoning did not glide vainfy 

<yver tte mihd of Clatididvfor the^lat- 

.te^Yigicly adhered to the opinion ,> that 

it mattered not to the sufiferer, whether 
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the f oUy or vice of lus vuler were the 
motive of hA& wffi^rings : only, in the 
former caso, more lenity should distiii- 
giush the refbr^nationv This Claudio 
besought Heaven to prosper, for never 
was a good man more, fortuitously in* 
terested in the triumph of bad ones I 

Three or four days ^wcvc mourn&% 
spent, wh^i Cbudio was diverted from 
"At -chafing his limbs before a wood fire, 
hf the voice <^ Ercolani. Agitated 
with £^ surprise, he leapt upon his 
stool, and after several Ineffectual .stnig- 
^es, scrambled high enough to look 
out, and discern his quondum Squise 
in friendly con£ibulatioa with a young 
sentry* As, in a few moments, the lat- 
ter paraded at another qiiarter, the Ca- 
valier took the advantage of his short 
absence, to inform Ercolani oi his dis- 
tr^&s^' condition. Longer communi* 

• 

xation being .pa:'ilous, the Cavalier 
pmdentjy declined; it, notwithstanding 
JSrcoliini's inquisitive gesticulations, 
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ti4ich were accepted for merry Mttiest 
bjr the good-huttotured s<rik}teF. 
^ When descended and restated by hi» 
mdanchoiyflame, fhe Cavalkr attended 
to his loquacious Squire for a consider-: 
abktime; and^&oaa the cfaearfiUness o£ 
h]s:tones heaugured^' that the difficultieSv 
of their intendew were £astly subsiding* 
He was not mistakfln; for towvd» 
tibe evien of the ensuing day,. Ercdani 
suddenly entered;, but they were oblige4 
to suppress their mutual jdeasurei lesfr 
tibey might cause mistrust in the ^txd^ 
In this first visit the Squire poojected its 
repetition whenever his: miUtary ac^ 
<}uaintance stood sentinel. His arrangPf 
ments folly gratified his atfbctidn^te 
snxiety; and, at different timeSf he 
passed sevend hours, with his n^ister^ 
Hie latter tutored him to souild the 
soldiery respecting his destiny jbutnivfhiai 
it appeared that all were ignorant, cont 
dusive information could not. be.>eKt 
pectedf wherefore Claudio yiekkdroio 
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(iredit to the rumour, that when the 
frost were over, he should be consigned 
to the public task-masters, to be em- 
ployed in the ignominious labour of a 
criminaL That Giannetino*s revenge 
would be more clandestine, he did hot 
doubt ; but that avowed rebellion would 
anticipate it, he ardently hoped; and 
tvhen: with Ercolani, his favourite thetne 
of discburse respected the pbwer of the 
iottspifacy, oo which topic the Squire 

was unconsciously communicative.^ The 
end of the month was the end of the 
year, and of the dignity of the reigning 
Duket the new one opened to Glaudio 
in a very ^discouraging style. 
' Though prejudiced against the admi- 
nistration of Andrew Ddria, most de- 
voiitiydidhe wish that it wercprolbnged, 
wheii he tasted the unchecked cruelty "of 
Giannetino. Such rigid restrictions so 
thwarted his correspondence with Erco» 
lani, that, had^not the latter been uncom- 
moiily solicitous, they never rnight have 
met again. 
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■T was on the m^mihg irf the meirid- 
r&ble second of Jantiary, one thousand 
four hundred ind^ forty-seven, thatEr-' 
<rofeiH came t6 aniribtince: his" departure- 
cm board the Rallies, which wete undeir 
orders to sail ^hat vi^ry night. This ih- 
tdiigence wrbiight an emotion of joy irt 
the Cavalier, who fondly imagined that 
be fnight hail impending deliverance. 
But the poor Squire waS in a grievous' 
regret to leave him in so deserted a coil*- ■ 
dition; nor dared Ckudio to apprise 
him of the expected event. Still it was 
necessary that Fiesco should be fore- , 
^^rned of his imprisonment, for as Er- 
c<Aiki\ was to b^ employed on shipboard, 
it might pass unrelieved during the tu- 

• • • 

mult: therefore, he commissioned the 
Squire to iriform the Conte diLavagna 
of the circumstances attending his cap- 
tivity; sayingv that he was confident* 
that the Conte, in memory of their for- 
iher cordiality, would spare no endea- 
Vour to release him. This was the best 
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comfort that the. faiths Ercolani could 
recdve, for he wa» infinkeiy delighted in 
thinking, that his valiant commander 
should be thus instrumental: yet, he 
feared, he said, that the Conte's good 
offices must be |)erformed by prosiy, as 
he himself was likewise to embark in 
the evening. So far £pom being dis^ 
heartened, Claudio was now convinced 
that fortune was favourable} and ht 
parted from Ercolam with such inferi* 
ority of concern, that half the team 
which the latter shed, flowed from in* 
jured feeling. 

Never was the approach of darkness^ 
more satisfactory to gallants of stealthy 
than to the Cavalier : he was intoxicated 
with hope, and treated lus gaoler vnth a* 
contumacy, that begot several querulous 
controversies. Instead of undressing, 
and reclining on his pallet, he, with ex^ 
traordinary care, girt his clothes conve- 
niently for action; adjusting them again 
anid again, purposely to kill the time^ 
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Al length, in spite of himself, they sur- 
passed improvement ; and a sad tedious 
suspense ensued. Without lamp, or 
fire, he sat on the edge of the bed, 
trembling with cold and apprehension. 
A neighbouring clock toird the long 
hours from the curfew to midnight ; and 
Claudio, in the like uncomfortable fashi- 
on, was a constant listener. The first 
hour of morning found him drooping 
with weariness and disappointment ; but 
the signal of reprieve convulsed him 
with joy; for, as such, he welcomed the 
ordnance that thundered through the 
night. 

The present night really was the choice 
of Fiesco. He had deported himself with 
deceit to the last possible moment of 
equivocation. The sitne day, while the 
sword was whetting for their throats, 
he had paid his usual court to the Dorias, 
and lulled them into a pacific security. 
To enhance his sanction and support, he 
invited those ncAlemen, whom he knew, 
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or suspected, to be averse from the exe- 
cutive governmentj to a nocturnal feast* 
The portals of his palace being closed 
on them, they were greatly terrified to 
•be sequestered in a building, that was 
unconnected with the streets. In the 
midst of their confusion, Fiesco, sur- 
•jrounded by his partisans, appeared, and 
boldly divuflged to them his real designs, 
individual sincerity of repugnance was 
foutvaiced by the general hypocrisy of 
.approbation; and many heartily, but 
most superficially, manifested an attach- 
3iient to his cause. They had not lei- 
sure to recant ; for the moment of ac- 
cession was that of action; Verrina's 
signal urging them to arms. 

This it was that aroused the Cavalier, 
who crept to the door of his cell, anxi- 
ous for its opening. He fancied that 
this was about to happen, when a loud 
noise from without disturbed the prison : 
but it fain^d away, as th-e band, which 
was JuliaaV, passed on. He now under- 
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Stood syiflptbms of alarm throughout 
the place; fbf the trumpets sounded, 
and the guiirds convened in the court. 
Gaiidio began to feel poignant appre- 
liehsions that the 'conspirators were un- 
warned or careless of his fate ; but these 
were soon supplanted by cares for their 
success^ when he was assured that they 
were assaulting the place. Tlie flash of 
fire-arms lightened through the loop- 
holes; and t6e clashing of swords neared 
closely to the walL Such was Claudio's 
agitation*, that he manoeuvred each point 
in attack, or defence, with a weaponless 
hand; shouting all the time in the shril* 
ness of a fury. This conduct, not being 
singular among the prisoners, produced 
a marvellous effect; for the defenders 
were thrilled by so outrageous a war- 
whoop, and imagined it to proceed from 
nothing less than a formidable legion 
ambushed in their rear; wherefore they 
gave ground; while their antagonists, 
heartened by whatsoever disconcerted 
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them, sent forth as unmusic^ a response. 
Their courage and clamour in the end 
prevailed; groan after groan knoUed 
their bloody triumph ^ and Claudio wel- 
comed in his opened door, an outlet to 
freedom. 

Declaring his name, he bounded out- 
wards: it was not a deliverer he met, 
but a brutal German, who came to 
wreak on a defenceless man that fiiry, 
with which his discomfiture had inspired 
him. The lamp in the passage distin- 
guished the wretch; and his savage 
stroke erred from its object. With a 
loud oath, he pushed into the cell after 
the Cavalier, who, in the critical mo- 
ment of his entrance, shoved to- the 
door with utmost might, and jammed 
his sword-hand, which was held back- 
wards in a deadly posture. Though in 
total darkness, Claudio was not insen- 
sible to his advantage, for he heard the 
weapon clatter upon the pavement ; and 
jseizing the fellow, he attempted to over- 
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thf oW him ; but his strength was inef- 
fectual, and, weakened by the attempt, 
he himself fell. The iron-shod foot of 
his conqueror pressed intolerably upon 
his stomach, which trembled with ago- 
nizing spasms ; while his limbs writhed,* 
and his hands beat against the ground, 
fii the convulsions of death. One of 
them lit on the ponimel of the sword,> 
which the wretch had lost, Claudio 
grasped it, raised the point, and pushed 
it into the unwary German, who w»«r 
hanging over him in revengeful delight. 
He felt the thick blood trickle on his 
breast, and redoubled the thrust: it 
pierced the hard heart of the wretch, 
who grovelled and expired, just as some 
of the conspirators. entered, and hailed 
Glaudlo a victorious combatant on their 
part. In two of them Cbudio recog- 
nised his associates by election ; and in 
their company he issued to recruit the 
party of Jerome Fiesco, by whose com- 
mand the gates had been forced. 
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Though he was enured to the des- 
tructive scenes of war, Claudio could 
not survey the present with equanimity. . 
The overhanging clouds were reddened 
"by the conflagration, kindled in several 
houses by those fenatics, who adjudged 
the incendiary to be compatible with the 
patriot: nor could the commands of 
their leaders restrain them ; so perverse 
is brutal anarchy. Their exulting vocife- 
rations increased with the fire j while the 
noisy drums corresponded from street 
to street, and the victorious shout, or 
shriek of defeat, succeeded each explo- 
sion of musketry. 

The party of Jerome were remedying 
the disorder occasioned by the skirmish, 
when Claudio and the rest incorporated 
with the ranks, which were marshalled 
in the causeway, before the guard-house. 
Several corses evidenced the defeat of 
their adversaries, to whom some were 
giving pursuit: but that precipitation 
proved fatal to many of the conspirators. 
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who were brought back, cruelly woucd- 
ed, or lifeless, in. the armis of their con- 
federates. 

The latter were imperfectly eased of 
their cumbersome burdens, when the 
skirts of a combat appeared' at the head 
ef the street, where it was thwarted by 
another, that branched to either l^and.- 
A broken body of men were descried,- 
opposing an unconnected defence to the 
attacks of a far superior number; and, 
as the latter pressed on, the whole came 
to Sight, Jerome marched with circum- 
■spection towards them, until his follow- 
ers could distinctly hear the voices of the 
officers, and see the victims of the sword 
and pike. At length the inferior force 
was driven into the cross street, where 
both parties were obscured; but the 
noise of their battle continued. Clau- 
dio pronounced, that Julian only could 
fight with such obstinacy; and he was 
not mistaken. Furious to find his te- 
merity foiled, Julian hovered before the 
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line of attack, and, slaying a forv^rd 
assailant, ijmbosomed himself in the hos- 
tile phalanx. Neglectful of their own 
safety in their regard for his, the band 
rallied; rushed headlong upon their con* 
querors; so that the whole, in one indis- 
criminate croud, retrod the ground, 
they before had lost and won. 

When Jerome reviewed them, he or- 
dered his men to raise the party shout — 
Fiesco, and Liberty ! Immediately he wa^ 
obeyed, one of the rearward combatants 
sped towards him* " Fiesco! Fiesco! 
Fiesco and Liberty !*' hallooed he. " No- 
ble captain! haste you, haste you, to the 
Conte di Fiascano ! He is surrounded by 
treble enemies.'* 

" March!** said Jerome. " Who is 
their commander?'* 

** Sel?a&tiaji Lascaro,** answered the 
man. 

" The most excellent officer in Genoa,** 
Jerome observed. " Come,- my friends ! 
we go not to any boy's strife.** 
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They tracked the contest by its car- 
nage, for it retired before them; nor 
could they reinforce their friends, and 
balance the unequal engagement, before 
the latter had regained the original place 
of onset, which was the gate of St, Tho- 
mas. That was an appropriate tlieatre 
for human havoc: the rebellows of the 
oceanic winds, the tempestuous dashing 
of the infinite waves against the mole, 

• 

and the responsive cannonade from the 
adverse shipping, deafened the ear, and 
harrowed the heart. But as the stilness 
of death prevailed among those who 
were ill adtion, the fierce outcry of Je- 
rOm^and his followers electrified their 
every nerve. 

The conspirators now fell on irregu- 
larly as the service required. They 
fought blade to blade, for friends with 
foes being promiscuously blended, 
missile arms were disused. Claudio had 
not the liberty of refrainment, but was 
impelled by them behind him, into the 
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thickest of the tumult; and early he 
discovered Julian, who, encompassed by 
inimical weapons, beat them down with 
the horizontal whirl of his sword. 

A very few moments decided the is- 
sue. The temerity of Lascaro stimu- 
lated him to dare the fatal hand of Ju- 
lian, by which he suffered instant decol- 
lation. His ghastly head was thrown 
upwards by the Conte, as a sign of vic- 
tory ; while, from his gory trunk, the 
military fled in horror and grief. 

The commotion was somewhat calm- 
ed, when intelligence came in from dif- 
ferent quarters. The absolute capture 
of the Dorian fleet was announced by 
one ; the death of Giannetino was wel- 
comed from another ; and the uncondi- 
tional surrender of every fort was the 
report of a third. The destruction of 
Andrew Doria alone remained undone; 
and Jerome, to whom it was intrusted, 
prepared to consummate the events of 
the night. In their speedy march to 
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the Dorian palace, Claudio learned from 
his companions what was the service 
they were going on ; and his humanity 
revolved every possibiKty of preserving 
the intended sacrifice. Enough of the 
blood, of Doria was already spilt ; for, 
in their way from the harbour, they 
were made to observe, amid a ring of 
dead bodies, the disfigured corpse of 
Giannetino; who early -was slain, with 
many of his attendants, when coming 
forth to quell, what he falsely supposed 
to be, a drunken mutiny among the 
sailors. The covetousness of Jerome 
favoured the Cavalier's wishes, when 
they might have been esteemed hope-* 
less. Full of ignoble gohcern for the 
preservation of its magnificent furni- 
ture, he restrained his men from 
promptly forcing the palace, lest their 
licentiousness would indulge in its pil- 
lage : while he was thus fluctuatinjg be- 
tween interest and duty, Claudio with- 
.drew ;■ and running about the edifice, 
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discovered an accessible part, by which 
he attained an elevated terrace. Through 
a window, which fortunately was un- 
fastened, he descended yito an unte- 
nanted chamber. 

He did not pause through any fear 
of the accidents that might befal him,, 
while he should be groping through a 
perplexed suit of apartments; but he. 
stepped boldly onwards, wistful to meet 
some person who could assist his er- 
rand. That the inhabitants of the palace 
could yet be undisturbed by the riots in 
the city, Claudio considered with won- 
der and assurance ; and he came to a 
gallery, that overlooked the grand hall, 
just as the loud echoes of violence start- 
led them from their pillows. Several 
domestics, with imperfect reason and 
dress, ran about the hall, wildly inter- 
rogating each other : but the bright 
glare of torch-light, that peered through 
the casements, soon awakened them to 
the truth. Instead of counteracting the 
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attempt of the conspirators to unhiiigi 
the gates, they fled into the recesses ctf 
the building, venting their dastardly 
fears in howls of distraction. Claudio 
noticed a juvenile page, bearing a light; 
to enter the opposite side of the gal* 
lery ; and towards him he lightly rani 
The boy no sooner beheld a stranger j 
than his trembling hand reUiiquished 
the taper; which irmist liave^lieen'iex- 
ti<nguished, had not Claudio adroitly 
intercepted it : he then commanded th6 
boy to lead him to the chamber of the 
Duke. The timorous page obeyed. Thcy> 
did not meet with the slightest opposi^ 
tion, every one's care being centered in- 
himself; so that the anti-chamber alsa 
was deserted. 

There Claudio paused ; for from the 
one beyond, wherein the Duke reposed, 
a faint tone of inquiry proceeded. Clau- 
dio demanded of his guide. If he knew 
of ally person beside the Duke being 
withm ? the answer was in the negative. 
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Conjecturing that Doria,. being alarmed 
by the assault, wais dUk^ on his ati- 
tendants, whom he ci^uld not know 
were fled, the Cavalier no longer iiesi* 
tated; but desired the page fe^lessly 
to stay, returned to. him the Hght, and 
entered the bed-chamber, which dim* 
peBs shed the; desired -concealment on 
)u3:£totttfi($4 ... 
./ At vtheoupper^-oni fiftood a canopied 
coiich, whereoil the venerable Andrew, 
baying half risen, had thrown aside the 
wintry hangings, and supported his un- 
easy posture by pillows : as Claudio ap- 
proached, he discerned him to be an 
intruder, less by his person, than his 
habit, " Who are you ?'* cried he. 
A convulsive shock, which was fol- 
lowed by an appalling train of echoes, 
startled even the Cavalier; in whom 
the apprehensive questioner fancied that 
he saw the perturbation of guilt. This 
mistake chUled his aged blood to its 
source} and he elevated his hands in 
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dignified resignation. The Cavalier 
melted while he beheld the ihairless v©. 
teran thus prepared for death ; but his 
heart rejoiced at so . deifinitive a token 
of a well-spent life ; to the prblcmgiiig 
whereof he felt proud to be accessary. 
^^ Arise ! danger besets you, most noble 
Duke,** Claudio cried. 

" Let it fall !** replied the magnani* 
mous Doria. " Better can I bear the 
daggers of the Genoese, than their 
ingratitude. Be you their mercenary 
assassin — report to them, that Doria 
died as he lived ; obedient to the will 
of his countrymen, though unconscious 
of fault.** 

" You misjudge me,** cried the Cava- 
lier, " who now am here at peril of my 
life. Make not my efforts vain, lest, 
with thy destroyers, I stand accountable 
to Heaven. Draw on your garments : 
here ! here ! lean on my arm f Now, by 
my God! I mean no injury to youj 
and never did I feel more self-approval l*' 
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A conviction of his assistant's htf- 
ncsty^l rekindfed in Andrew every te- 
nacity to life ; and he habited himself 
with* promptitude. They i>oth were 
terrified by the increasing uproar ; and 
each heaved a long groan of desp^ur 
when he saw the door suddenly opened : 
but the appearance of the affrighted 
page, reassured them that danger yiet 
was remote. The Cavalier being dis- 
concerted by the light, snatched it front 
the boy ; and, by its extinction, defied 
the scrutiny of Doria. Doria was not 
regardless to this procedure ; and,' in a 
perplexed voice^ he inquired of the mo- 
tives. 

" I would not that you should know 
me/' the Cavalier said. " There can- 
not be too public a knowledge of the 
virtuous," added Andrew. " Reveal 
tLy face." 

" It is the face of conspiracy. Nay,' 
do not doubt me, although those you 
hear be my companions! Had not 
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I been disloyal, you had not been 
saved/' 

This said the Cavalier, and Doria 
understanding him, discontinued the 
expostulation. When completely dress- 
ed, he, with hasty steps, fetched an aro- 
matic lamp, that burnt before a crucifix^ 
in an adjoining oratory. He also brought 
away the hallowed emblem, which he 
pressed to his lips, ejaculating a prayer 
to the Divinity, from whom he invoked 
blessings on his preserver. Any one, ^ 
whose soul was uninterested, might 
esteem this time unwi^dy mispent : the 
little page with pleasure took the lamp, 
and guided his followers through a se- 
cret door, and down a deep and wind- 
ing flight of stairs. Scarcely were they 
alighted on the story beneath the abdi- 
cated chamber, before they knew that 
it was possessed by the conspirators ; 
for overhead they heard a tumultuous 
trampling, which urged Andrew to the 
utmost of his ability. - 
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They hasted ihrough an intricate 
quarter of the building, being shocked, 
and oftentimes confounded, by the au* 
dU)le tumults of their disappointed ene- 
mies, who were beginning to investigate 
the entire fabric. At length they came 
to a casement, through which they dis-^ 
tinguished several persons assembled in. 
a court on the extreme boundary of the 
palace, in whom the page averred, that: 
he recognized the domestics and Ger<^ 
man guards* There was no doubt that 
they wildly had fled thidieFj and the. 
page led to a vestibule, through whichi 
they might be joined;. 

Thenceforward Claudio was unwit- 
ling to advance,, so he stopt beneatklhc 
arch : the gusty breath of the wind be- 
friended his^ obscurity, for it caused the 
lainp to stream an unenlightening flune. 
The moment preceding that of their se- 
paration, Doria wrung the Cavalier's 
hands; then, squeezing them against 
his breast, he gratefully said, " Long as 



,THE THREE BROTHEJ^S. t$g 

existence warms this heart, your me- 
mory shall be its respected inmate. 
Wear this signet ! your deed, and its 
. device, are alike indelible from my me- 
mory. Estimate it for a token of Do- 
rians covenant to fulfil your future satis- 
faction, however exorbitant it may be. 
Farewell ! be your deeds ever brotherly 
to this.'* The Cavalier bowed over the 
gift, and greeted the latter words with 
virtuous exultation. A stifled murmur 
in the court declared that Doria had 
met with frionds } and Claudio, from 
the forementipned casement, saw Him 
mount an ill-caparisoned steeds and, 
.slightly attended, abscond beneath the 
gloom of night, who had prospered his 
adversaries to th^ir present potency. 
To reunite with these adversaries was 
now Claudio's prudent, though imwiUU 
ing endeavour. He succeeded; and, 
with pleasure, perceived that his ab- 
sence had escaped remark. The aflfecta- 
tion of aiding thoir a:escardiy wasuot of 
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long continuance, for the flight of the 

« 

Duke was early ascertained by the con- 
spirators } who, wearied and baffled^ 
regathered in the street, contiguous to 
the gates. 

Jerome reappeared at their head, in: 
dismay at the ill success of the attempt, 
which his own conscience, and all the 
men about him, loudly attributed to 
his suspicious avarice. So strongly he 
dreaded the anger of his brother, that 
his expressions of fear were not at afl^ 
equivocal, when a man, whom he con*- 
ceived to be dispatched from Fiesco, 
sought him through the concourse with 
industrious eagerness.. They both with- 
drew to a little distance from the band; 
who,^^ notwithstanding tiie dusk, no- 
ticed that Jerorae received intelligence 
by which he* wsts exceedingly discom- 
posed; and his sudden exclamation of 
the word — ** Dead !*' which he uttered 
in horror and astonishment, imparted 
to them feelings of unaccountable ap> 
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prehension. Their leader returned to 
them with a- lengthened stride,. and a 
self-important air, . which could have 
dispelled their fears, had they not de« 
tected his admonition to the man to 
withhold the news that he brought. 

By command they orderly moved 
towards the gate of St. Thomas. When 
close to the mortal spot, where lay the 
lifeless Giannetino, bathed in native 
and servile blood, they halted; for they 
descried the band of. Julian advancing 
by the same road : that likewise ceased 
its march, and rested on its arms; 
while Julian, nobly accompanied, and 
with an escort of torchers, stately walk* 
ed the interspace. Several about him 
were decorated with the insignia of the 
chief dignifications in the State; and 
the foremost, after a copirteous sakite 
to the brother of the victor, professed 
himself to be deputed by the senate, to 
argue the terms of investing the Contc 
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idgorous attacks on the conspirant 
troops, who, in the presumption of 
their complete triumph, were irregularly 
parading throughout the city. 

The firing, that reverberated from 
all quarters, still more intimidated the 
band, who were destitute of hope in 
Jerome, to whom they heard the de* 
puties so haughtily dictate. The latter 
took the advantage of an indeterminate 
pause in the juvenile brother of Fiesco, 
and^with unequalled boklness, published 
an obUvious pardon and frank recon- 
cilement to each repentant insurgent. 

The consequences of this declaration 
justified its temerity. Whole companies 
individually fell ofi", and were lost to 
the cause of their rebellious country- 
men. Those noblemen, who had not 
gone through any further initiation 
than the insurrection of that night, 
were ignorant of all save the chieftains 
of the conspiracy J and hopeful that the 
knowledge of themselves was not more 
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extensive^ they deserted the revived 
commotion, and privately ifetired to 
their habitations. 

Th€ guidance of a plot, that was en^ 
tirely possessed but by the Contes di 
Lavagna and Fiascano, by the death of 
the first Becessarily devolved on the lat- 
ter : yet that very draimstance of his 
1}ecoming prime leader disgusted him 
with what it was his duty to direct. 
The brighte3t prospects that ambition 
^ever beheld, were clouded by the pecu- 
liarities of his temper. To obtain the 
eminence his dead co-partner aspired to, 
appeared an act of so slight a difficulty, 
that his presumption trifled away the 
opportunity, until his darksome mood 
taught him to abstain from a station of 
^uch concomitant publicity. 

To the discourse of the deputies he 
bestowed inconsiderate contempt, till 
their last proclamation displayed to him 
a mode whereby to extricate himself 
from a &ction, he ho longer was in- 
yoL. 11. N 
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terested to support. His mind being 
engrossed by special concerns, instigated 
him not to neglect the opportunity of 
disengaging from other ties : the pro- 
jected procedure was likewise grateful 
to an audacious nature. Thus in- 
fluenced, he abruptly rejoined his band ; 
which but slightly was decreased by 
the conflicts of the night. Jerome hail- 
ed its approach with joyful anticipation 
of rehcf and promotion: what then 
was his terror, and that of his fellows, 
to hear the inimical watchword, Doria! 
and the republic! re-echoed through 
the renegade ranks ? 

Decision was at once the fault and 
the merit of Julian : his thoughts spake 
•but in actions. He waved, above his 
plumed helmet, the unfurled glories of 
a Dorian banner, which his own traite- 
Tous hand had torn from a conquered 
bastion ; and rushing resistless into the 
company of Jerome, he scattered it far 
and near. Jerome fled precipitately j so 
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did his captains: but Claudio, in his 
honesty to a felling cause, suffered so 
"serious a contusion upon the temple, 
that he fell senseless as the carcase that 
pillowed hiin. 

His griefs were nearly annihilated by 
this misadventure : but his evil destiny 
WIS yet unfulfilled, and it awoke him 
to feelings of torture. The indemencies 
of a wintry morning b^iumbcd him j 
and while prone upon the reeking 
^arth, he drew over his body a large 
scarlet wrapper, which his convulsiv-e 
hand had grasped and retained* When 
screened from the subtle tnoisture that 
fastly drizzled, his Mood began to flow 
more freely, and his nerves to regather 
strength. But so much he was locked 
by the slaughtered remnants of huma- 
nity which encompassed him, that he 
heartily essayed to leave the place. 
Though his first endeavours were vain, 
he, at length, writhed like a reptile to 
4:be threshold of an humble tenement 'm 
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an adjacait lane : no one noticed his 

.repeated summons for admission; nor 

..was. he more fortunate at a second, a 

third* or a fourth door : probably, the 

nocturnal tumults had allured the 

tenants forth on schemes of rajKuity. 

^A fifth door hospitably acknowledged 

.his loAd knocks ; for an aged female 

:gave him caHtiQU^ entrance. I£s repro- 

sentiitidns overruled the unfavouraUe 

opinion which his appearance justified j 

and she aided hhn to a pallet with some 

• degree of care. 

A few hours of repose, and the 
unction of ^his bruises, restored him to 
vivacity and ease : the chief and most 
urgent symptom of convalescence, ws^ 
the gnawing of hunger. This, how- 
ever, the shrivelled landlady, pleading 
her poverty, would not, or could not 
gratify : nay, her refusal was sharpened 
by indignation at an intruder, so bare 
of the means to recdmpence her for her 
trouble. In the end, Claudio was obli* 
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gited to accede to her proposition for 
seUing the wrapper, which had excited 
her cupidity. 

The consideration that it was not hit 
property, was inefFeAual when opposed 
to the shrill arguments of the beldam; 
who greedily ascertained its great value; 
or the cravings of his own stomach, 
which was already half famished by the 
scarcity in prison. Necessity extorted 
from him its sentence to sale, and the 
busy dame with alacrity departed to 
dispose of it to a Levant Jew, whom 
she warranted to be a conscientious 
dealer. 

Tlie motive and event of her return 
were adverse to the peace of the Cava- 
lier. On entering the room wherein he 
^at, she exclaimed to some tvho follow*, 
ed. That is the man ! Claudio was not 
afe liberty to defend himself, being im- 
mediately seized by half a dozen soldiers 
of the German guards, who, without; 
delay, forcibly dragged him from the 
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house ; in which brutality they were 
seconded by the woman and a long 
bearded Jew. The latter reviled the 
Cavalier most opprobriously ; trusting, 
by so inhuman a zeal, to relieve them- 
selves from any suspicion, that they 
abetted the murder of Giannetino, 
whose cloak it really was. 
. If astrology be at all to be credited, 
Claudio's star of adversity must have 
possessed the malignancy of a comet, 
for unprovoked misfortunes had disting 
guished its evil predomination. The 
last seemed the crisis of afflicting fate j 
and Giannetino's soul, did it retain hu*- 
man passions, now gnashed its teeth in 
revengeful joy. r 

The Cavalier was escorted by the 
soldiers towards the house of fetters. 
No memorial could he discover of the 
foregoing night, save his own body 
bowed into captivity, and stigmatized 
by insults. The city was tranquil ; and 
when they doubled the corner of a 
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Street, the immense concourse of people,, 
who were silently expecting some oc* 
currence, presented a surprising con-- 
trast to their anarchy a few hours back. 
They respectfully fell back, and opened 
a convenient passage to the military r- 
before Claudio were far advanced, he 
was brazoned to their gaze by its inde» 
licate inttnseness y when a tremendous 
shout, that shook the atmosphere, suC' 
ceeded by a noisy clattering of hoofs, 
caught universal attention. It was the 
triuniphaL return of Andrew Doria, 
celebrated by the heartiest acclamations 
from the citizens, who were tremulous 
with the recency of their perils or er- 
rors. 

The eagerness of the pressure retard- 
ed the guards, and in spite of their vio- 
lence, hurried them to the verge of the 
terrace, which overlooked the cause* 
way, whereon the procession passed. 
Claudib's heart swelled With ^ hope, 
when he learned his vicinity to the 

N 4 



Duke-, and, as the latter roHcd by itl a 
car surrounded by the ensigns of state, 
he loosed one of his hands, held up the 
ring tonspicuously as he could, and im- 
plored justice to the utmost compass of 
Jiis voice : but hiis cries and actions were 
confounded with those of a multitude* 
Could any addition be made to his grief 
at seeing the wshed protection move 
regardless on, it was the loss of His rrngi 
which waa ravfehcd ftam him by a 
soldier; who, observing his conduct, 
instantly recogtiized the ducal signet, 
which he had so often obeyed for an in- 
disputable passport. 

With heightened misusage for this 
imaginary theft, the Cavalier was cast 
into confinenfient. 

Not more than a couple of hours was 
spent by Claudio in that dismal soli- 
tude: two guards released him; and, 
with manners courteous compared to 
their former harshness, conducted him 
to the hall of the Dorian palace* There 
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he did not linger long, but was*iishered 
into a chamber, across which the Duke 
paced ; striking his chest, and venting 
groans of deep anguish. For many- 
seconds Claudio stood unnoticed : at 
length, Andvew started into recollec- 
tion; and stedfastly viewing his face^ 
demanded, with vehemence, how he bcr 
came possessed of that signet. The 
Cavalier declared the truth. The Duke 
changed colour ; ^nd thefi passionately 
cried, " Fool! fool! that I was, to 
pledge my word improvldently ! Yes, 
yes, your tones convince me ! But what 
have I to do with vows, or covenants ? 
Justice, and the manes of my slaughter- 
ed. boy, cry out for avengement. 
Wretch ! did you only spare me for a 
sight like this ?*' Then he undrew a 
.deep pall, which covered a funereal bier, 
and threw himself upon the corpse of 
Giannetino ; embracing the lifeless limbs, 
kissing the wounds, and surcharging 
them with his tears. 

N5 
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The humane Claudio being affected 
by this grief, was the more strenuous 
to extenuate himself from the charge of 
creating it : for that purpose he bpened 
his lips; but the Duke prevented his 
speech by exclaiming, ^ Caitiff t ;be 
dumb ! Would that ever you might be 
so! Oh, that my wish could, make 
you as this poor body is ! Begone ! If 
you retain one manly feeiling, be it sus- 
ceptible of my bitterest curse !*' 

Again he drooped over the corpsey 
touching the gory channels which wit^ 
nes^d the sharpness of the assassin'^ 
steel. When he found that the Cavalier 
remained, he waved his hand as a tokien 
of his will that he should leave the 
r6om : Claudio was so shocked at his 
conviction of his guilt, that he gesticu^ 
lated a solemn appeal to Heaven, ^nd 
confidently advanced to the sides of the 
Duke and his dead nephew. 

" Were I the murderer that you sup- 
pose me to be,'' he spoke, " would not 
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mj' tongue faltef, my Kmbs totter, and 
my eyes avert from this victim ,o£ a 
. damned deed ? One capable of so much 
virtue as your deliverance, at least would 
-have the grace to feel, ay, ^nd to shew 
remorse for. that of which you accus? 
nae. • Do I. discover any symptoms of 
remorse? Are; my mien, accents, and 
aspects, otherwise than n^anly ? But you 
mistake assurance for shamelessness. - 

,." Wronged, though I was, by youT 
nephew, beyond reparation or forgive- 
ness ; yet other hands and other interests 
wrought his destruction. Accident stun- 
ned me near his corpse : when I awoke^ 
that garment was in my hand : I knew 
not its owner. Hunger, and my neces- 
sities, the miserable consequences of his • 
tyranny, enforced me to sell it: but 
from a resource to my neediness, it is 
converted to an instrument of impeach- 
ment. Duke! before the Alil>ighty, I 
protest my innocence and my truth.* 
May my good angels soften you. to per-. 

N 6 
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miasion, when you shall behold my han(te 
lay upon the wounds of thb breast, and 
withdraw unbloodied/' 

Secure of this superstitious ordeal, so 
universally credited, the CavaUef drop* 
ped his hands upon the earthy boscim of 
Giannetino. Humanity ever revolts 
from a communication, though it be but 
corporeal, Mrith the dead ; and ClaudiO 
naturally shuddered. 'Twas an ill omen. 
Already agitated by the distractions of 
Doria, the thi6K?blood oozed through 
the unclosed orifice : but Claudio being 
insensible to the moisture, elevated his 
palms, to display them ensanguined with 
condemnation *. 



♦ If there be any one, who can think that so 
ancient a piece of superstitiofr should be treated 
with more ceremony, to him I answer. That this 
superstition, and the like, unit^ impiety with fol- 
ly : their practice being a direct violation of the 
scriptures, where so finely it is said : Tempt not 
the Lord thy God. 



The exdamations of the Didce "were 
full of horror at his hardihood. " Go^?* 
cried he, " your presence is a pollution. 
That Being, who now convict* you, ap- 
points his own sentence. Go! I shake 
you from my hands into those of the 
avenging angel. My infliction exceeds 
not a halter : that of heaven is unwast- 
ing fire. Be it your fateP* This consigii- 
ment to damnation was the Cavalier's 
dismissal: he slunk from the room, con- 
founded between the unlikelihood of his 
having unconsciously slain Giannetino, 
and the infallibility of that test to w:hich 
he had appealed. ^ 

A boy, who sauntered in the lobby, 
accosted him: the Cavalier identified 

r 

him to be the page ; and, according tb 
his desire, accompanied him into a diii- 
tant room. He was cautioned to abide 
there, as it was the Duke's will that he 
should depart the city that evening, in 
company with other exiles. 
The artifice of Julian had succeeded to 
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^his fill! content. However Andrew 
• Doria might wish to revenge the loss of 
his kinsman, he dared not to abrogate 
the proclamation of the deputies : parti-, 
cularly as the senate had confirmed it: 
thus Julian, who had not only deserted 
the conspiracy, but had aided in its re- 
duction, was doubly defensed, and left 
entirely to his own pursuits. With .a 
long retinue, and accompanied. by, the 
unhappy Marquis de Souvricour, he, 
early that morning, had marched unmo>- 
lested through the gates; and hasted to 
resume the unlimited lordship over his 
own domains. 

The sun was reposing on the western 
wave, when the Cavalier was informed 
that the time for his departure was 
come. . He and the page went out toge- 
ther: by the. way, the latter piit into the 
h&nds of Claudio a heavy purse, which 
he said the Euke had, given him, just 
before the interview, to be so presented : 
, a. proof, how wisely Doria had prognos-. 
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ticated) that his gratitude wotdd subside 
in his wrath. This purse Claudio ms^- 
nanimously returned. ** Tell your mas- 
ter," said he, ** that my virtue will not 
submit to be pensioned, base as he thinks 



me.** 



In the refusal and message he per- 
sisted. The page now introduced him 
to those men with whom he was to quit 
the city : he was surprised and discon- 
certed to discover in most of them the 
followers of Julian. They had remained 
behind their master to collect the strag- 
glers, and to provide for those comrades, 
who were wounded in the rebellious af- 
fray. 

Claudio made general inquiries con- 
cerning his Squire, of whose fate hie 
failed to obtain any infbrmatioa that 
could be depended on: but as Verrina was 
fled to MarsdHes^ he derived tonsolation 
from the hopey. that Ercolani mi^t be 
among those furtive mariners... 

When the: soldiers were come^ wht) 
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were cbtmnissioned to escort diem to 
the frontier, the aHens left, the city. A 
vigilant circumspection cKstinguished 
the commanders, who preserved a com* 
pactness.of order which allowed not of 
stragglers; for as Jerome fiesco had ral- 
lied a fall garrison of partizans in the 
strong fort of Montobbio, it reasonably 
was feared, that those conspirators, in 
whom dread had wroiight a return to 
duty, might be induced to relapse. That 
such treachery should not escape unpu- 
nished was the care of the escort, which 
was equestrian. 

While surmoimting the obstacles that 
impede the traveller in this mountainous 
territory, Claudio resolved to divorce 
himself from every other consideration, 
and retire to the hospitable villa of Don 
Philippo. His heart warmed to em- 
brace the father of Camilla, and the sti- 
mulator of his fortunes; nor had he 
prospeft of another haven, wherein to 
. shelter from a continuance of those mis* 
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fortunes^ Tirhich with so nhach danger 
he hitherto had surpassed. Friendship 
for Henri was among the prominent in- 
terests of his breast ; but, as he was res- 
tricted from obeymg its impulses, he, 
with catholic ingenuity, consoled the 
bitter consciousness of his present imbe- 
cility, by confiding in the future for pro- 
vidential interferences. 

Being left just without the skirts of 
the (xenoese dominions^ free to chuse'hb 
road, he took that towarcfe one of the 
northern channds, through- which the 
magnificent Po rolls its host of waters 
into the Adriatic. There, in invariable 
seclusion, the miserable Don Philippo 
vented his paternal sufierings; and to 
him the Cavalier wished to unfold the 
troubles that agonized his mind. 

But melancholy was the prospect of a 
journey, while destitute of money or 
means to procure subsistence: had it not 
been for the remnant of Julian's band^. 
with whom an acquaintance was caused 
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by the similarity of their roads, he must 
have abode the return of a dispatch to 
his benefactor. These men possessed all 
that heartiness that distinguishes the 
lower classes, and would not accept his> 
denial to their invitations to mess with 
them: they likewise mounted him on a- 
fine spirited horse, which a sick comrade 
grew unable to ride. 

Still stronger was the cement than hif 
necessities. For aa Glandio, suspected*, 
that his favourite Chevalier was im-< 
mured within the unhallowed walls 
di Fiascano, he presaged, that, one 
day, he should require the connivance of 
these men to his compassing the deliver- 
ance of Jfenri; wherefore, he now rG* 
paid their kindnesses with so much courr 
tesy and familiarity , as hisTeserve would 
allow. 

By rapid journies they crossed the. 
country of Milan, which was thinly 
coated by snow. When they were, ar^ 
rived at. a town on the verge of the Ve? 
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nctlan dominions^ Claudio warned 
them, that the renewal of their roads 
would be the moment of their separa^ 
tioD 5 as they would deviate towards the 
northward, but he would procure a con* 
veyance forwards. Whereupon, they 
boisterously protested, that it ^^ould not 
become brotherhood to part /without a 
jovial leave-taking; and, as the place; 
gave promise of accommodation, they 
alighted before an albergo; notwith- 
stsuiding the exceptions of Claudio, 
whose scrupulousness with regard to his 
company, increased with his approxi- 
mation to the villj^ of Don Philippo. 

By the train of horses that were fodp 
dered before the door, they perceived 
that the house was. prepossessed: but 2 
refinement in ceremony not being their 
error, they boldly entered.. They were 
vociferously saluted by their brethren in 
servitude, whose slowness of travelling 
in cavalcade allowed them to be thus 
overtaken.. 
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Most diKgently the Cavalier end«- 
voured to escape from society, that had 
received so unwdcome an encrease: but 
*twas likely that his entertainers re- 
marked his impatience to be gone ; for 
to what other cause could be attributed 
their malicious assiduity to protract his 
detention? The fears, he harboured, of 
a recognition by some of those feHows, 
were incompletely obliterated^ when he 
found their faces strange to his own me- 
mory: with much difficulty,, he res- 
trained himself on his seat, tiB the fsmes 
of good fellowship transported- them to 
a bacchanalian mirth, the confusion of 
which facilitated his escape. 

Now chanced Claudio on an adven- 
ture, that formed a never to. be forgot- 
ten era in his life. 

« As he issued from the passage, his ears 
were thrilled by an outward halloo, 
which was answered by the tipplers* 
within. This was succeeded by an au* 
thoritative order that the horses should 
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be caparisoned: the speaker then came 
over to the threshold, but Claudio lost 
the power of motion, for he stood face 
to £2LCc with Ricardos. A shipwrecked 
wretch absorbed by the biilew he flees» 
is a £unt piqture of the Cavalier's condi- 
tion. A hectic of emotion scorched his 
cheeks, whilst he remained with anidiotic 
stare on that father, who was his bit- 
terest foe. The silence was first broken 
by Ricardoa, who bowed with con- 
t^mpt-uous mockery, and accosted him 
by the title of most dignified Excellency. 
" But how comes this ?" he continued. 
Your present trappings more betoken a 
miserable swindler, than an ennobled 
adventurer. ^! is it even so? You 
are not able to take care of yoursel£: 
then be it my fatherly care to do it for 
you.** JHere he griped the arm of his 
agonized son, and attempted to drag 
him outwards; but Glaudio's: limbs 
were nerveless to step. "What !** cried 
. 'the brute^ " are you frozen into stone ?" 
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A scalding tear, that started from the 
eye of Claudio, negatived the question'. 
*' Oh!'* exclaimed the furious wretch: 
*' your cheek wears a blush! whether it 
be of health or shame, TU turn it into 
fear." And he accompanied these words 
by a wringing stroke, which he inflicted 
full upon the face of Claudio. 

Duty, unsupported by respect or af- 
fection, is far from permanence. The 
Cavalier's patience fled before this igno- 
miny, and he struggled to loose himself: 
yet his rising efforts were checked by the 
considerance, that those opponent si- 
news, which he now sought to enervate, 
had, in their youthful vigour, adminis- 
tered to his being. Wherefore, he put 
not mor-e than half his niight; and, over- 
passing many opportunities x)f triumph, 
wasted his spirits, until he drooped be- 
fore the expert wrestling of Ricardos ; 
who dashed him against the wall, and, 
completed his cruelty by a malicious 
^purn of the heel, which act h« disguised 
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from them who were assembled. The 
inquiries of the spectators were exclu- 
sively answered by Ricardos, who so- 
phisticated the truth favourably to hi^ 
affected moderation: nor was he discre- 
dited ; for Claudio stood and heaved un- 
contradictory sobs, while his face stream- 
ed with the blood, which so violent a 
shock against the back of his head im- 
pelled through his nostrils. 

Having gained all the auditors to his 
party, Ricardos summoned Claudio to 
yield a filial submission to his commands: 
t)ut the latter, being thoughtless of other 
resource, insisted on being brought be- 
fore the Premier of the place ; and to 
this proposal Ricardos calmly assented. 

At the time thev reached the Pre- 
micros house, he was sentencing a rusti- 
cal culprit ; and he remained in his petty 
tribunal, when this new appeal came in. 
As they spoke by seniority, Ricardos 
first delivered a pompous oration, in 
which he conunented most dolefully on 
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the injury done to Ms .paternal feelings, 
by a son so unnaturally refractory. The 
Premier had sat too long in office to give 
Vfilunited belief to a man's own story; 
and not to know, that the disobedience 
of children seldom arose \ii4thaut some 
provocation in the parent. Though the 
appearance of Glaudio did not tend to 
invalidate sudi accusations, he benigidy 
turned to him, and required his defence 
against them. 

Had the Cavalier found time for 
deliberation, his sensibility would have 
shrunk from such a part; but, being 
launched into it at once, he was neces- 
sitated to wade or drown. . In a man- 
ner, that disposed the magistrate to* 
wards him, he alledged the inhumanity 
of Ricardos for the motive and justifi- 
cation of his absence . from . lus oiative 
home. 

Here Ricardos assailed him with ac- 
cusations of having committed many 
flag^ious pieces of imposture. The 
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Cavalier mildly instanced the difficulty 
of deception in a military notoriety; 
and referred the Premier to Don Phi- 
lippo for evidence to exculpate liim 
perfectly* - 

The Premier ingenuously declared hi« 
complete perception of the truth ; and 
recommended to Ricardos to resign the 
power which the law allowed him over 
his son, and to establish claims on his 
gratitude, by investing him with the 
mastership of his own actions. To the 
astonishment of that sojn, Ricardos pro- 
fessed himself compliant with the ad- 
vice of the Premier ; who bestirred, and 
quickly performed the ceremonials of 
emancipating the Cavalier from any pa-» 
ternal restriction on his will and for- 
tune. 

. At the conclusion, Claudio was di* 
rected to salute his father with an em- 
bnice of affection, unalloyed by duty: 
this the latter jocularly returned; and, 
as a ridiculous prelude to his. wicked 

VOL. n. o 
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design, congratulated him upon his 
newly acquired independence* ^* You 
have now," quoth he, ** reprieved your- 
self from my pretensions to controul : 
doubtless, an agreeable circumstance in 
your opinion. But, as I find it unplea* 
sant to quit old habits, I will reassume 
them in a fresh character." 

He then addressed those of the band 
who had thronged around, and said, 
** As a promoted officer in the retinue 
of the illustrious Conte di Fiascano, I 
enjoin yoU, on your alle^ance, to arrest 
this man« That he is a bondman to the 
estate di Fiascano, I have legal manu- 
script, on the part of my master, to 
certify. He was a purchase of the de- 
ceased Conte, and is become the pro- 
perty of our present Lord. Therefore, 
secure him ! And for you, Signor one- 
whisker! cease prating; or well blow 
you up in your powder barrel :" (allud- 
ing to the cirde within which the Pre- 
mier was impanueled.) 



\ 
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A jest, though nearer so bad, was cer* 
tainly effectual among the band; and 
that pity, which any of them might 
feel for Claudio, was instantly lost in 
an eagerness to spite Tiis protector, the 
magistrate; to whom it was natural 
that men of their licentious lives would 
bear aversion. With an afiected soli- 
citude to obey Ricardos, they distracted 
the court with clamour and outrage ; 
shaking the dismayed magistrate in his 
eminence, scattering his books, and be- 
spattering his garments with vary-co« 
loured ink. Then with pretended fears 
of Claudio being rescued, they over-? 
threw the subakerns, or hustled them 
Co and fro ; and demolished those pre- 
oous symbols of their authority, long 
coarsely painted .staves. Having sa*- 
tiated themselves with mischief, they 
laughingly poured into the road; and 
were ordered by Ricardos to back their 
horses with haste, as the Conte had set 
forward at the very time when he ; to^ 
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countered Claudio. The latter per 
force was fixed ia the saddle, and con- 
iided to the vigilance of two conduc- 
tors. During the march, he was ever 
in the rear *;. and 'tvi^as only from the 
order in the «uite, that he knew the 
Gonte preceded him. 

In the afternoon of the ensuing day, 
the eyes x)f Cllaudio acknowledged the 
theatre of his juvenility. Ricardos 
would not overlook so exquisite an op-- 
portunity to gratify his projieness to 
cruelty, by tormenting the feelings of 
anotlier. He alternately loitered to the 
right and the left of Claudio, assi- 
duously reminding him of every for- 
mer incident that was ' connected with 
the scenes they passed. The hamlet, 
lawn, cottage, xiell, hovd, anji phurch, 
were not neglected by the savage, whose 
heart danced with rapture to see the 
silent anguidi trickle from the eyes of 
his auditor. . 
. Claudio was so racked by mcDtd 
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agony, that « he barely was able to sus- 
tain himself when he entepcd the courts 
of the castle. Tiie spectre* of the old 
Conte seemed to accompany.. him, as ai> 
$he memorable eveilJn^ of their sepam-* 
tion ; and to d^mplainy that the > palace 
of his ancestors: was become: » den :of 
thieves, and a stew for .their: harlotry.. . 
' However, the , . degeherate/ heiresbp 
seemed to h^ve lost vber* Cft i]|inadi: keeri^ 
ness of love for bQr.hysbirrd.: She dittr 
not descend to greet him A^ith' traiw 
jports^ .but waved her:, salutation from^ 
an uppey terrace* . Jnliail reflected the 
Ike indifference^ and bowed with fi^- 
Hgent grace as he filed to an opposite 
arcade. Though his antipathy to La- 
rina were so great, CJbudio could notre^ 
fuse her beauty the hjwn.age of admiring 
looks. lie saw tlijLt her form had lost 
the slimness o/ pucelage, . and was 
ripened into the luxurious plumpness^ 
of connubial womanhood : her eyes too,* 
which ever were thelchaimels tp her 
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senses, stream^ a full tide of humid 
hnguishment. Claudio could not but 
wonder that so much loveliness could 
exist in a woman> the absolute reverse 
to his regretted -Camilla. 'llie harsh 
voice of Ricardos detached him from 
this contemplation to some menial ser- 
vice about his horse, to which the brute 
delighted in degrading him. During 
the rest cf the evening Claudio viras 
abandoned to his own reveries ; for his 
tormentor was ^grossed by the prepa*^ 
ration of a barque to accommodate thd 
Marquis de Souvricour, who meant, 
early next morning, to embark, and 
cross the lake homewards 

That the Marquis, an elderly invalid, 
would travel so considerable a distance 
to spend a single night beneath the roof 
of Julian, was a motive of surprise to the 
Cavalier : but he cannot understand the 
mysteries of the depth, who sees not 
below the surface. Claudio perceived 
the entire household to be changed; 
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and he c^ten shuildered while viewing 
the ruj£an aspects of those around him c 
their barbarous hilarity so distracted his 
heady that heartily he rejoicod . when 
the surly Ricardos brought him to a 
chamber, and left him to himself. 

It was then that he conceived the 
singular resolution of throwing himself 
on the magnanimity of Juliah, and sup* 
plicating enfranchisement : the peculia- 
rities of Julian favoured this idea, and 
!ie submitted himself to slumber^ after 
a prayer of recommendation to Pro- 
vidence. 

Being arisen in the morning, and^ 
for want of better employment, pacing 
up and down his confined bed-room,^ 
he casually espied a small door at the 
head of his couch: this he curiously 
opened, and ascended a flight of steps, 
which was in good preservation. Hav- 
ing' thrown back an ample trap-door, 
he niounted on the giddy roof of the 
tower, which stood at the southi^^west 
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angle of an equidistant range, that 
sprung up from those ramparts. The 
outermost side of its buttressed base was 
glazed by the waters of the lake, wliich 
were still unfrozen, on. account of the 
unusual clemency of the season. Look- 
ing from the parapet, Claudio descried 
his father and others busied in mooring 
the barque close to a. covered terract 
that projected into the lake. By theiy 
subsequent measures he presumed- tliat 
the Marquis was upon the eve of eni- 
barkation ; and of that he was con^ 
vinced, when a silken awning was 
spread to correspond with that which 
skreened the terrstfe. Beneath this he 
supposed the Marquis to enter the ca- 
bin, which was raised upon the deck, 
for when the awning was withdrawn, 
the Conte was visible on the . verge of 
the terrace;* and he kissed his hand as 
the rowers dashed from the. shore. 

The absence of Ricardos was propi- 
tious to the endeavours of Claudio^ 
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whose perseverance ppuned hini an ad- 
mission to the Conte. It was late in 
the afteriiQan.when he entered the sa- 
loon wiiereinc. their master was, as the 
seryitors.'.saicL; Iulian> exhibited unaf- 
fected surprize^ to seejfaiixi^ and /listened 
to hisi petitionary discourse with conde- 
scension and interest.: for be it-xeicoU 
lected,; that he: Jiadrheacd a, onco. told 
tale>; which^ as it.was now. revived in hh 
. eaxs^-T taiiglitr'his'lioaffted stoicism .that 
feeling;cQuldiOnly be extinguished with 
lifJEU : . €Uudib ixtjJ^ibed abundance of 
hope from the softness: that, beamed 
frcSbi his! -arbitrator j pkrticularly when 
heheatdf a:pagc!c6mmahcied to inquire 
if Ricardos were i-etumed. Tlie'Cava-* 
ller« might have admired the celerity of 
bisi .yoyage' when he understood- it to 
be performed ; had not' tUd announcing 
of his r^t^ndaiice om thjd. leisure xtf Joj^ 
liari yekindkjiL tbati. disordci: -^hidh 
seemred'to ^Kxie misfortune. .Fonom the 
jjidecency of. a confrontoicnt . mtk 
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father^ lie was spared hf Jufian, wKo, 
in the same minute that he directed the 
introduction of Ricardos, advised him 
to retire into a contiguous room. 

The anxieties of a conddnned crimi- 
nal under the circumstance €»f a tempo- 
rary respite^ are nearly synonimou^ 
with the emotions of Claudio, during a 
conference, the length of which proved 
its seriousness. It now grew about tht 
hour of siesta i and l6ng habit concm> 
ring with a care-worn mind^ induced 
him to recline upoii a sofi^ which stood 
beside a heated stove. 

Some time elapsed in reverie, tiU 1 
rustling noise giving him slight disturb- 
ance, he slowly ndsed his eyelids, and 
discovered Julian, who just had entered^ 
standing within the portal. Surprise 
and expectation reined the Gavalier 
motionless. His half-shut eyes com^ 
pletely beheld and deceived Julian, 
who^ after a slight paUse, lightly ap^ 
proached. What Claudio observed iii 
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(he CSoate confirmed him in his farce 
of sleep, for he saw his steps to be cur- 
tailed in their imperiousness of stride, 
and his glowing lip to tremble with 
sensations other than fierce. When 
do;sdy approached to the Cavalier, he 
leant over him, and surveyed him in a 
style that sunk the Cavalier into fa* 
thomless perplexity. Jufian's colour 
had abdicated his cheeks ^ ' and, wonder* 
fill to record! the sluices of his eyes 
were newly washed with tears. He 
was as careful not to disturb the Cav^ 
lier's sleep, as the latter was to feign it t 
paving gratified his first curiosity by 
looks, he proceeded to divide the mantle 
that eiKumbered the breast of the su« 
pine Claudio; and that he- did with a- 
gentleness which excited less suspidoa 
Khan amaz^ement. £ach alternate mo- 
ment he hesitated, as fearful of Claudio 
^waking; but the latter laid silently 
ttitt, and aho permitted the dose Vc$t<« 
ment that be^rt his body to^ bc un- 

Q 6 
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braced. In the instant that he bareS 
the chest of Claudio, Julian became a 
statue ; the only symptoms of his ex- 
istence being the expressive transitions 
of his countenance. His recovery from 
this examination was succeeded by his 
more nicely ascertaining the r^ity of 
its provocation. Claudio fdt his hand, 
tremulous witb convulsive throbs, creep 
over his unshaded bosom, and pause 
beneath the right papw Could the Ca- 
valier's perturbation be otherwise than 
indescribable, when he knew a large d^ 
Patrice that disfigured his right side, to 
be the object of Julian's examination ? 
Nor was his wonder lessened, when the 
Conte recoiled to the center of the room^ 
with wringing hands, dilated eyes, and 
starting hair; exclaiming, as he quitQ 
forsook it, " O- Son of God ! wha now 
can doubt thy resurrection ?" • 
^ Claudio's interest in this scene waa 
considerably heightened by its concern- 
ing that indelible mark which his body 
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wor^, Thiit it was connected with his 
first illness, he ever had possessed a con- 
fused idea, which as regularly was op- 
posed by his parents, who assured him, 
whenever he questioned about it, that 
it was a sign which* accompanied hi» 
birth. ' As such Claudio had accus- 
tomed himself to esteem it ; but, during 
jiis military career, ^ surgeon had eiN 
deavdured to undeceive him> and Ju- 
lianas acquaintance with it' now conJL 
vinced him that it was not of diviti€ 
extraction. His eagerness to learn the 
Gorite's decision, respecting himself, in- 
stigated him to follow, notwithstanding 
his eccentric disappearance. Julian stood 
within the saloon. He changed his pos- 
ture of rumination when the ,Cavalie# 
entered; and, toprevent the addresi 
that he dreaded, bacle him look fqr ait 
answer on the niorrow. He then 
tired with precipitate agitation; 

Thus consigned to another night of 
racking doubt, Chudio dejectcc^ moved 



,f 
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do\iii the corrid6r, towards the. steps. 
Midway he started from the presence o£ 
hb ruthless parent, who leant on the 
ballustrade^ griping its rails with the 
fell hand of passion. I)e lightened on 
his son from his bloodshot eyes, wluch 
threatened beyond what the bravest 
dare imagine ; and afterwards retreated 
with a satisfied step, which proved that 
he intentionally had lingered to intercept 
Claudio. The latter remained aghast, and 
when he descended, carefully avoided any 
repetition of such an interview. 
. The hour of rqpose, grateful to those 
i^ut him, urged the reluctant Cava^ 
lier to his paltry fhamber. His pulse 
beat feverish bodeiilents as he crossed 
the ramparts, and the thick gloom of a 
moonless night imparted no enlivening 
glimpse. He hesitated to enter when 
he. found the door of the tower ajar ; 
but soon he conjectured that some on^. 
of the sentinels had examined it, to 
whom its new tenant made it an object 
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•f sttstdcion^ as long heretofore it htd 
been uninhabited For this confidence 
he dismissed apprehension, and having 
indosed himself with a defensive bsurri* 
cadoy drew an old chair beside as c^ a 
table, and sat down destitute of inclina- 
tion to sleep. With his cheek reclined 
upon his hand, he continued in a relro^ 
spective reverie, negligent of his lamp^ 
which was sinking abnost beamless into 
its socket* The fancy of a feeble noise 
behind, first recaSed Kim from this ab^ 
straction to the superstition inspired by 
a midnight hour ; but, less froni indif- 
ficrence than fear, he returned to his 
former attitude, without investigating 
its interrupdoxu 

A quarter of an hoor elapsed in per^* 
feet stillness^ when the like noise, whkh 
resembled the rustling 9^4>veikieRY oi 
deadly enterprise; abruptly rdtti^ned* 
Ere Claudid could recoflect spirits ^of 
resolution, he was in absolute darkness, 
for the lamp was dashed firom the tabfe^ 
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lod, iti tbit idedtical'Iinstant^ a, poa» 
^^rotis backstroke athwart his breast^' 
jfeUied bitn .to the ground. ' The hand 
h^d sought his^Jbcaity £or it was armed 
yrith ar poniard ;^so thsbt assassination^ 
which evidently was -the endeavour, 
would inj&Uibly ' have .I6een the conse- 
qj^e^ce^ but foe tibie start of the Cava* 
^er, ca\is^d by the 'preyjous voverthrovR 
^ the ^ght, wheiffibf rhe was miracu* 
lously presj^ryed^ for the blade pierced 
th^ ^Ot^^ beneath 3>is left arm. 
V ;Th^ : plaits of > wintry ' vesture pre* 
sent^ a .d^ree of obduracy to the dag. 
g^r, tbat deceived' its ^ wretched grasper 
into the c^^nfidence. that he. had: secured 
his victim : the immediate .downM of 
the: GUvtdier ^eaied so unequivocal a 
confirmation) that he. struck no second 
^oyr*- .C}a^dio^ well understood how 
perilo^s^ 'twould he to shew signs 6£ 
i;ury^val^^i)d trailed his limbs upon the 
flooiring, as his adversary dragged him 
to' th^ door, that Qf^ned on the steps.. 
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That the fellow had ambushed behind 
this door \vas the m6st reasonable con* 
jccture; for as ingress after the Cavalier 
was impracticable, his concealment must 
have preceded it. Claudio felt himself 
hauled upwards in a style of dislocation, 
and he doubted not that his fate was a 
.watry grave, wherein was the villain's 
hope to aboUsh every vestige of his mur- 
derous exploit. ' 0audio was undecid>- 
cd how to resist, when his conductor 
attained the trap^ddon Arrived upon 
.the eaves of the tower, thc'fdlow flung 
-down his burden^ and after lowering the 
trap betook him to some concern at the 
jdistarice of two or three yards. 
. Claudio cautiously raised his head, 
and his sight, freshened by terror, dis- 
cerned the man to be adjusting some 
ponderous weights, certainly intended 
to sink bim to. the bottom. Shrinking 
backward, he at length arose ; andcrouch* 
ing withiearftil back, retreated towards 
the pars^t But there was no skreen 
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from his pursuer, wIio,like the dispat(&^ 
fid nunister of destiny, came ^ding 
through the dusk» Qaudio stood nearly 
petrified beneath the suspended steel ;i 
but, averting it with an xm outstretched 
in supplication, it slightly rent the flesh 
above his elbow. The smart aroused 
him to a£tivity and vengeance : retain^ 
ing the hand that clenched the dagger, 
he grasped with the caitifl^ and practised 
every annoyant art; yet tottering upoa 
the absolute crisis of his fate, with scarce 
an interval from destruction, he was re* 
tardedand enervated by the ague of his* 
limbs. 

His adversary furiously shook the Ca^- 
valier, but was baffied by his suj^leness: 
however, in the course of the contest, 
gaining the parapet to his back, he im- 
pelled himself by a resistless spring, and 
drove Claudio in a quick retrogradation : 
in vain the latter attempted to maintain 
his ground, for he was borne backward 
with a might that threatened to stretch 
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him supinely prostrate* His solicitous 
fobt at length fbiind lodgment in ai 
concavity that channelled the roof; the 
antagonbts buttressed each other^ and 
mutual fatigue preserved them in that 
position. The struggle paused, but it 
^was a pause of irreconcileable rancour 
devising new strife: their thick of hair, 
bathed in native heat, were character- 
istic of horror and dismay, while the te«> 
iiacious hand of Claudio and the assas« 
sin's daggered fist, seemed melting into 
forbidden unity. 

Their deep-heaving now subsided in 
resumed effort; effort propitious to the 
Cavalier : for the villain felt his inferio*. 
rity, and endeavoured to evade that 
wrestling confrontation which they\as 
yet had held. Claudio knew his advan* 
tage^ and improved it : new strength had 
birth ^th new hopes : he disallowed a 
moment's respite to the ruffian, whom 
he obliged to retread in nimble and count- 

m 

less steps the career of recent victpry. 
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, Claudio lamented that the pall of night 
should obscure hb .triumph, £ot it was 
complete. He dashed the wretch against 
the parapet, which stayed him not, for 
he fell through ap embrasure, where- 
from his. recreant head overhung the 
dark vacuity. 

9 

In that woeful condition despair sup- 
plied him with new devicies: thrice like 
a vicious snake he cojUled upwards, and 
flourished Im dagger in an impotent 
brave ; but ^ thrice the ireful Cavalier 
struck him back, and, n;iaUgre his writhe 
ings and contortionSj; unhinged his legs, 
which were instinctively curled aboul 
the edge, but now; forsook their support, 
and dangled from the battlements. One 
hj^nd yet embraced a projection ; it was 
the last attachment to this world, and 
Claudio shuddered to sunder it:. mor- 
tality had more than half the possession 
of the caitiflf ; and unable to review the 
picture of his struggles; he quitted him 
to his fate. Before he could withdraw 
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three yards, a half-uttered execration pro^ 
claimed and accompanied the wretch's 
eternal descent. Claudio*s vein con- 
gealed ; arid wildly turning, he extended 
a spontaneous hand to save him: but it 
was too late: he could only invoke sal- 
vation to his soul, for the awful roar of 
the watery profound published the ab- 
sorption of his body. 

The reflection that he had accelerated 
-the destruction of a man. who died with 
blasphemy on his tongue, so affected the 
Cavalier, that he sought the trap-door 
whereby to descend. His tremulous 
fingers raised it by a brazen ring ; and 
it heavily. fell when he was belowc the 
•stairs were blinded by the absence of aU 
•light ; and he continued to tread them in 
a mood which blunted him to any con- 
.siderarice of thdr excess. He with lit- 
tle difficulty, passed a door that obviated 
'Jbim : relinquished by his hand it redosed 
with an impetuous swing, that awfully 
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resounded,, and awakened him to the 
consciousness of deviation. 

His mistake originated on the roof o^ 
the tower, which contained more open- 
ings than one -wherethrough its defend- 
ers could convene. He endeavoured to 
return, but was hindered by the door, 
of which the instinctive fastening was a 
spring^lock of plain but unfailing work- 
manship. Wherefore he continued in 
hope to discover some future opik)rtu» 
nity to reascend. But the walls, betweea 
which the steps were so narrow that he 
could at once examine them on either 
liand, were unprovided with door-ways; 
and iiis direction grew so spiral as to 
inspire him with giddiness. This incon- 
venience was soon lost in the imagina* 
tion that he were lowered into the very 
boweb of the. earth. Often he paused, 
and then renewed his search for an out^ 
let from that straight toclosure^ which he 
apprehended to be the passage to somie 
subterranean mystery. He understood 
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the staircase, down which he trod, to be 
constructed in one of the an^es of the 
tower: otherwise the rawness of the air 
inhaled through a frequency of vent were 
unaccountable. But this in proportion 
to the depth of his descent became less 
pure; and the stability of his footing, 
owing to its variation from timber to 
stone, taught him that he was imbo-* 
5omed within the rocks which bounded 
the lake, and served as foundations to 
the neighbouring ramparts, besides be- 
ing excavated in a variety of fashions. 

Notwithstanding the reasonableness 
of his terror at proceeding, he could not 
relish the idea of a return to the door 
which must still be an impassable obsta- 
cle : to halt from mere fear of what might 
ensue his rising spirit reprobated; ac- 
cOTdingly he went on. After some time, 
he alighted on a broad rugged pave- 
ment, whereon the steps terminated. He 
groped three or four paces onward, 
when the wall suddenly opened to hift 
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right into a kind of arched gallery, which 
being formed of the natural rock, and 
polished by veins of granite, briliilntly 
reflected the rays of an unknown light. 
This sudden transition from utter dark- 
ness to a strong and steady light coni 
founded Chudio. Every chimerical and 
superstitious idea had temporary sway 
over his breast. In this moment he 
dreaded to behold the heart harrowing 
bbsphemics of apostate demons; in the 
next to hear the incantations of witches 
at their orgies. But as neither of these 
horrific, impurities profaned his senses, 
he recollected assurance, and ventured a 
more accurate examination of the gal- 
lery. 

Its sides were strangely dissimilar: that 
which seemed foreign to the tower, and 
which really was beneath another build- 
ing, represented the exterior of a cupo- 
la, and through a fissure in it the upward 
beams of an inward illumination shone. 
Xhe Cavalier's furiosity was,theph<»nix 
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©f his fantasies, and it irresistibly urged 
him to peep into the secrecies withiii. 
A little agility procured him gratifica- 
tion: but What were his feelings is not 
to be communicated: though the spec* 
tacle was in no excess unnatural, it re* 
volutionized the affections of his breast, 
and made sterile where before was the 
abundant growth of friendship. 

He paused ; then swelling with sorf ow 
and anger, reviewed the objects beneath 
him. Tliose animated were Henri and 
Larina. The scene clearly was the for^ 
mer's confinement. He was seated Aear 
a table covered with books ; several ta- 
pers likewise were on it ; and disorderly 
bespread upon the ground, lay a wo- 
man's veil: the Contessa sat beside him. 
She eclipsed his ' face by her indelicate 
hand, which ambled about his cheeks 
and neck to the music of her blandish* 
4ng tongue ; while her bosom revealed 
its emotions frOm beneath its transpa- 
rent attire, and her glowmg eyes effused 

VOL. H. p 
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around love's pestilence, Claudio saw 
his friend to be enchanted by a new 
Circe ; and exhaUng a deep and Unger- 
ing sigh, he drooped downwards on the 
pavement. So imprudent an utterance 
of his grief disturbed the amorous pair; 
for when he arose, the lights were ex- 
tinguished, and with the hue was re- 
stored the melancholy of the grave. 
, The Cavalier betook him to the op- 
ppsite end of the gallery; and sat down 
upon some stone steps, which seemed 
to be the counterpart of those, where 
dowj[i he had arrived to so unthought 
of. a scene. His reflections on this tran- 
sported him beyond reason; for he 
esteemed Henri to be inexcusable, as he 
h^d given him that foreknowledge of 
Larina's character, which could have 
effected his exemption from her arts : 
whereas it appeared, that he did not 
even refrain from wanton retort, but 
encountered her bold advances midway, 
\vxth florid aspect and manual dalliance. 
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So tumultuously did the considerancc 
of his friend's shame agitate the imagi- 
nation of Ciaudio, that the entire exhi- 
bition re-appeared before him in vision- 
ary exactness. Several times did he 
ascend the steps, vainly fleeing what his 
bigotry conceived to be a contamination 
to his eyes : it haunted him with spet- 
tral aggravation, nor ceased its tortur- 
ing display until the fervor of his brain 
dissolved into faintness, and yielded 
him to the chiU of personal apprehen- 
sion. His hours were protracted and 
afflicted by the doubt of it being possible 
to escape from that dismal building: 
but the prime of morning released him 
from fear and confinement. 

The light stole through an aperture 
channeled on the surface of the earth 
without, and grated with iron bars : as 
it brightened, he was enabled to descry 
a door, easy of access : this he disen- 
cumbered of Its fastenings, and stept 
inio the court at the foot of the towet* 

p a 
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The day was yet so nqw that admis* 
sion into the menial quarter of the fa- 
bric was not to be gained ; nor was the 
Cavalier in* a humour to solicit it, fot 
fear of Ricardos preponderated every 
other consideration : he therefore strove 
to warm himself by walking around thc^ 
court. He was sufficiently wearied by 
this solitary exercise, when it w^» 
broken off by a sentinel upon the ram- 
parts, who loudly interrogated a distant 
comrade, Whether he did not discern 
something proportioned like a humsm 
carcase, drifted by the waters of thci 
lake? This strange inquiry hastened 
.the other to the spot, wherefrom the 
first man looked; and there Claudio 
joined them. 

What marvelloudy puzded the sol- 
diers was the want of apy similarity ta 
a kead, which they missed whenever 
the tempestuous greenness of the floodK 
ijjforded them a transient view. But 
Claudio £€^ qq dqubt th^t it was tjbc 
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.sacrifice to his own existence. From 
those battlements which were con* 
dguous to the eventful tower, he 
shrewdly investigated its outermost 
base J and distinguished most of its pro*- 
jections to be distained with bloody 
while on some of them hung the clotted 
brains. Thus was the apparent pheno*- 
menon nothing more extraordinary^ 
than, that not falling perpendicularly, 
the unhappy wretch had been bandied 
from jet to jet,^ and consigned headless 
to the wave.- 

The domestics now began to appear 
abroad, and the soldiers' wotider being 
communicated to them, it was agreed ta 
launch the boat, in order to* ascertain 
the object of such different opinions:- 
Claudio with a beating heart, saw them 
steer towards it* He descended to the 
terrace just in time to meet their re- 
turn, and to hear himself convicted of 
parricide by the unanimous acknow- 
ledgment, that the. trunk was the.* 
xnangledremnant of Ricardos. 
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The various suspicions of wiia^; 
among them, could be the perpetrator:' 
fif the murder, quickly centred- in^ 
jCiaudio, for he dropped senselessly 
down. The servitors, stricken with; 
liorror, conveyed' Km to the Contc,. 
from whom they petitioned puni^ment 
equivalent to the lieihousness of his- 
prime. When he recovered hh senses,, 
he found himsdf in an anti^amber,, 
the object of whispered' execrations t: 
from these he was delivered by a sum-^- 
mons from the Conte, to. whom he 

w 

singly entered. . 

Julian conducted him mta a private^ 
cabinet, and there Claudio sobbed forth, 
his narrative. The Conte displayed- 
strong symptoms of interest in many 
parts y and when Claudio had conclude- 
ed, he told him to be of good heart j: 
not to despond, but rather to rejoice 
' and deify his good*^ genius for having 
accorded him revenge without a crime. 
Seeing the Cavalier's astonishment, he 
administered to it bv savinsr, *^ Ricardoft-. 
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was not your father/' The mighty 
truth overburdened ClaudiOj and— 
Ricardos was^ not? your father — sung id 
fiis ears awfully as will the last trump^ 

Julian, backed his information witfc 
references to faets, by which he purged 
Glaudiofrom the mist that had so* long 
blinded him to an artifidal parentage ;; 
and with heartfelt elation he yidded ab- 
solute credit to the intelligence that RC- 
cardos was not his father.. 

" But who then is ?" was a question; 
that Julian declined to answer; and^ 
that in a manner which forbad its repe- 
tition... 

** Ricardos," said the Conte, resum- 
ing the thread of his discourse, ** Ricap- 
dos, in the heat of the madness, caused 
by my detection of his villainy, sought 
to wreak each sting of wrath, shame^ 
and fear, upon you, the unconscious 
cause. Thanks to manhood, your arms; 
were nerved to his overthrow ; and be 
it your prayer that his downfall con- 
cluded not in. thialife%. YOM.i^'Sw^^ 
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your kindred; oh! were the giilph of 
hell to yawn before you, it could not 
blast you as my answer would. I ana 
your chief friend, because least your 
foe.;; and if you credit providential in- 
terference, think that it often hath 
stept 'tween you and U^ 

*' The enigma, that I breathe, may 
one time be solved.. Be that time your 
decline of life,, when your, blood is luket^ 
warm and run thin by age.. Were I to 
reveal it in your youthly ears, your 
wits should be the tribute to my tale» 
Be it your wonder, that you are the 
least miserable of your family. Did! 
dare, I could, make their wretchedness^ 
your satisfaction. But no, I esteem 
your nature to be mild and charitable, 
therefore unfit to commingle with m^ 
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This inexplicable discourse ex^eme* 
ly agitated the Cavalier, who really 
trembled before the utterer, whose.coun* 
tenance was refulgent with the cruel 
glories of a chastizing spirit. At lengths 



THE THREI BROTHERS. ' £9/ 

he Summoned assurance to solicit a dis- 
mission from the castle i in which he 
avowed himself unable to remain >^ith 
comfort. 

Julian reluctantly yielded to his re- 
quest. " You are to me," said he,. 
** a new found gem, which should be 
worn about my heart, would not my 
sorrows dim it: but, for so many 
a-day my breast hath been inhospitable 
to friendship, that it now is a painful 
intrusion. 'Tis for the good of both, to 
part: yet let not absence be mine ene- 
ijny, for I do vow that it sha'n't be 
thine.'' He then de{>arted to provide 
ipr the equipment of the Cavalier, 
whom he left deeply a£fect^d; for there 
was a certain tenderness in Julian's ad* 
dress, which drew hotter tears than he 
hitherto had shed. 

In a short time a page appeared with 
travelling apparel: 1^ expressed to 
Claudio his master's desire of its accep* 
tation, and then withdrew^ Claudia 
$v^ the propriety of acquiescence,^ aivl 
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arrayed himself to his pleasure and cait- 
venience. In a side pocket his intrusive 
hand casually discovered a purse of 
money : a scrupulous delicacy prompted 
him to rcttirn it ; but an inward moni- 
tor rejected a resemblance to the punc- 
tilios of pride, and persuaded him to re- 
tain, without a blush, that bounty to 
which he might be entitled. 

This debate and the purse were 
scarcely adjusted, before the Conte re- 
entered. " Your saddle awaits you,'* 
said he: ** Yet ere you leave these 
walls, hear your release from every tie 
upon your faith or honour. Hence- 
forth my claims are only those you 
allow upon the hearts This is the mo* 
ment of our fatrewell : our eternal fare- 
well,.!/ we never meet again in this 
life ; for my hopes extend not to the 
next.** He then caught the hand of 
• Claudib; and conducted him to the cor- 
ridor : there he paused ; his cheeks were 
suffused with heat, and his voice falter- 
edt " My weakxvcssy' said hcj " may 



^ 
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perhaps have gone a step too far : but 
within the oflf holster of yx)ur saddib 
-you will find a written paper : it is of 
importance ; and my entreaty is, that 
you will not peruse it till you are with* 
out the extremest boundaries of these 
domains.*' 

Hardly could the Cavalier pledge his 
promise, when he felt his body folded r 
by the arms of this extraordinary man, 
who held him to his breast, and affec* 
tionately cried, " It is thy first kindred 
embrace/* In the next moment Clau- 
dio found himself forsaken. An equerry 
now advanced to aid him to mount. 
The horse was one of the noblest ani- 
mals the Conte's stables could boast; 
and Claudio departed dispatchful for 
the villa of Don PhiUippo. 

He spurred indefatigably forward, 
until he surpassed the interdicted 
ground. In a thick branched wood, 
the birthplace of legend and romance, 
he drew fof lb this mysterious paper ^ 



300 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

but remained with it in his tremulous 
hand, fearftil as though he held a leaf of 
destiny, or an oracle of antiquity. Re« 
turning courage ventured its develope- 
ment ; and the concise manuscript met 
his eyes. If an oriental noble, when he 
reads a sovereign condemnation, retain 
his ostensible faculties, what then were 
those words which robbed Qaudio of 
the semblance of manhood, an4 left him 
the ashy spectre of consternation?-— 
Julian is thy brother. 

Oh day and night bnt this is wondrous strange! 

Hami-et. 
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